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Camping 
in the South Waikato

Permits
Permits are required for Freedom Camping in the South 

Waikato. Permits are free of charge and to obtain one all you 
need to do is go online to the SWDC website’s Do it Online\ 
Apply for it\Camping Permit, or stop in to one of the South 

Waikato District Council offices, located in Tokoroa and Putāruru, 
the Tīrau i-SITE or the Tokoroa library and ask the Customer 

Services Officers for a Casual Camping Permit. 

Permits are valid for a period of one week (seven nights) in total 
and one permit covers one vehicle at a camping site (maximum 

of six people can be covered by a permit).

Overnight parking does not require a permit and is restricted to 
the sites indicated. All vehicles parking overnight must be fitted 

with a minimum three days toilet and grey water capacity and all 
rubbish must be removed from the site on departure.

There are public toilets located at each reserve.

Permits Required

freedom Camping  
in the South Waikato
The South Waikato has several beautiful reserves that are 
ideal for Freedom Camping. Located in the central North 
Island our reserves not only boast stunning scenery, they 
also offer a range of basic facilities for freedom campers, 
and grey water disposal sites are available in all three of our 
towns. 

All of our reserves are within a short distance of many other 
attractions within the South Waikato, such as Te Waihou 
Walkway and Blue Spring, the Waikato River Trails, Lake 
Moananui, South Waikato Indoor Pools, Jim Barnett Reserve 
and so much more! 

With so much to see and do, the South Waikato is the perfect 
destination for Freedom Camping this summer.

freedom camping reserves
Campers with vehicles and cyclists using tents can stay at 
any site for up to two nights without a permit. Stays longer 
than two nights require a permit. 

overnight parking sites
Camping in overnight parking sites by self-contained 
campervans and motor homes only, for a maximum of two 
nights in any calendar month. 

INFORMATION
If you would like to know more  

about the Casual Camping: 

Tel: 07 883 1202

Tel: 07 885 0340
or visit Council’s website: 

www.southwaikato.govt.nz  
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What to do in the  
South Waikato
1.	 Te Waihou Walkway and Blue Spring

2.	 Waikato River Trails

3.	 Lake Moananui

4.	 South Waikato Indoor Swimming Pools

5.	 Jim Barnett Reserve

6.	 Arapuni Swing Bridge

7.	 Golf Clubs in TĪrau, Putāruru, Tokoroa and Okoroire

8.	 Cougar Park Mountainbike Tracks

9.	 Talking Poles

10.	 Indoor and outdoor dining options

For more information on these attractions refer to various 
other brochures available from Council Offices and 
Information Centres or visit Council’s website:  
www.southwaikato.govt.nz.

Essentials
Supermarkets, laundromats and service stations  
can be found in TĪrau, Putāruru and Tokoroa.

Map Key
Camping

Fishing

Boat ramp

Picnic

Swimming

Public toilets

Recycling

i-SITE

Grey waste dump

BBQ

Shower


