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Introduction 
 

Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground and David Foote Park is one of Tokoroa’s premier 
reserves and a key recreational facility within the District.   
 

The Management Plan for Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground and David Foote Park 
has been prepared to enable clarification of the overriding management 
objectives and policies for the protection, development and ongoing maintenance 

of the Reserve over the long term.   The Plan is a tool by which information on 
the current development of the Reserve can be summarised, and future 
development proposals and maintenance requirements set out clearly.    

 
General policies of relevance to all reserves, including Tokoroa Memorial 
Sportsground and David Foote Park are detailed in the document “South Waikato 
District Reserves Policy 2010” which needs to be read in conjunction with this 
Management Plan. 
 

 
Reserve Description 

 
The Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground has a high profile, multi purpose recreation 

reserve landscape character.  It is a built environment which has been highly 
modified from its original natural state.  
 
The centre town location, the proximity to State Highway One (SH1) and the 
significant scale of the park and sports facilities makes this a very prominent and 
significant amenity for the Tokoroa community. 
 
Within the overall sportsground there are smaller landscape character areas 
which reflect the different uses of the site. Large grass sports fields and Oval are 

located to the east, with hard courts and associated structures for tennis and 
netball along the SH1 boundary adjacent to the urban centre of Tokoroa. The 
north edge of the site is bounded by the stream which has the potential to 
provide a pedestrian link from Memorial Park to Lake Moana-nui via the 
Whakauru and Matarawa Esplanade Reserves. 
 

Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground is one of South Waikato's premier reserves and a 
key recreational facility within the district. Of moderate visual appearance the 
land consists of large blocks of rolling flat land which consists of levels especially 
so in the north east corner where Memorial Sportsground changes into David 
Foote Park. The reserves facilities include a range of playing fields, hard courts, 
clubrooms and services. These facilities have developed in a rather ad-hoc 
manner from what was originally an Agricultural and Pastoral Association 
showground. The annual A & P Show remains an important yearly event. The 
existing central focus for the show and for the Park itself is “The Oval”. The Oval 
is a traditional elliptical show ring within an artificial basin that provides a sloped 

perimeter for viewing. On the west side is a small building that has changing 
rooms, toilets and simple bench seating within a veranda that forms the 
grandstand. The Oval is surrounded by a formal planting of both mature and 
young trees and it contains the main playing field for the Park. 
 
Immediately north of the Oval is the Tokoroa Rugby League Club clubrooms, 

Rugby League relocated to the Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground in 2003 from 
James Higgins Park, Tokoroa. Adjacent to the southeast corner of the Oval are 
the Southern United Rugby Football Club clubrooms. The Tokoroa Rugby Club and 
Tokoroa Pirates Rugby Club amalgamated in 2000 to form the Southern United 
Rugby Club.   In this same vicinity are the public toilets and an A-Frame building 
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that is a base for the local rugby Referees Association. Beyond this group of 
buildings are five rugby fields. 

 
Immediately south of the Oval is the Tokoroa Axeman’s Association clubrooms 
and chopping ring. Beyond this are rails to which show stock may be tied. To the 
east of these is another open sports field containing two business house cricket 
wickets and 2 further rugby fields.  
 

To the south west of the Oval are the clubrooms and courts that are shared by 
the netball and tennis clubs. The hard courts front onto SH1. The Tokoroa East 
Bowling Club is also situated next to the courts and faces onto SH1. 
 
Thirty metres from the intersection of SH1 and Mossop Road, on Mossop Road, 
are the Memorial Gates entrance to the Park. The gates are set back 40 metres 
from the road edge. Further east is the Tokoroa High School Old Boys Rugby and 
sports Clubrooms and behind this the Tokoroa Highland Pipe Band located in the 
old Swimming Club building.  
 
Eighty metres beyond the grassed area by the former swimming pool now used 
as a carpark is the road entrance to David Foote Park. On the east side of David 
Foote Park access way is an area of land currently leased and used by the 

Greyhound Racing Club. At the end of the access way are the clubrooms of the 
South Waikato Cricket Association. The park consists of three main cricket fields 
and/or five business house fields. The boundary between the Memorial and David 
Foote Parks is delineated by a shelter belt. The northern boundary is the 
Whakauru stream. In the north east corner of David Foote is the entrance to 
Cougar Park, the new mountain biking facility.  

 
 

History 

 

In 1952 the only outdoor sports facilities available in Tokoroa were two tennis 
courts that were in a poor state of repair. Football and hockey had formerly been 

played in farmers paddocks, but this land was no longer available. It was 
anticipated that something must be done urgently to make grounds available for 
football, hockey and netball with mushrooming growth in Tokoroa. The Tokoroa 
Memorial Sportsground Committee was formed and an area of approximately 7 

hectares was set aside for a Sportsground. 
 
The decision to develop the area containing approximately 17½ acres situated on 
the corner of the Main Highway and Mossop Road as a sportsground was taken at 
a public meeting held in the Fire Brigade Hall on 15 September 1952.  the 
Sportsground was opened on 17 October 1953.   
 
The oval was built to international standards and capable of seating 8,000 
spectators. Rugby, league, soccer, hockey, cricket and athletic meetings were 

held on the oval from the first day of opening. 
 
The Government sanction for the scheme as a district World War II Memorial was 
obtained and qualified for a subsidy of a pound per pound status.  This included 
the manufacture and construction of the Memorial gates, considerable amount of 
fencing and construction of goalposts. 

 
The Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground was opened by Major-General Sir Howard 
Kippenberger at 2.00 pm on 17 October 1953 on the oval.  Major Kippenberger 
was born in 1897 and served as an eighteen year old in the First World War in 
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Europe – he was President of the New Zealand RSA. (refer to the Official Opening 
programme). 

The Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground is named in honour of the “fallen” during the 
Second World War. This park was extended by the Agricultural and Pastoral (A&P) 
Association in 1968, when it donated seven acres of land to the Matamata County 
Council. The donation was on the understanding that the A & P Show could have 
its use, and that of the adjoining Memorial Sportsground recreation reserve, for 
one week each year at no cost, to hold their annual show. 

It is recorded that these seven acres were originally donated to the A & P 
Association on 18 June 1957, as a gift from Virginia Mossop. Hence, seven acres 
of the present Sportsground was indirectly a gift from the Mossop family to the 
local people. The Mossop Gates to the Sportsground are a memorial to the 
Mossop families. 

Approximately 2.5 hectares of the land was reasonably flat, the rest was 
undulating and had an open water course running through it. The whole area was 
pock marked with sink holes (tomos). The most undulating area was unusable in 
its natural state and lent itself to forming a sunken oval with banked sides. This 
was defined as the main ground which dictated the location of the main pavilion 
and associated facilities. 

 
The initial plans that were prepared showed the ‘Oval’ and allowed for an auxiliary 
football field and a hockey field abutting the Tokoroa Road. Bowling greens, 
croquet lawns and combined netball and tennis courts were shown adjacent to 
the main Taupo Road (SH1). Memorial gates were shown facing the main Taupo 
Road with an access road into the pavilion. Two separate areas were set aside for 
the baths. 
 
The committee decided to have local contractors carry out the earthworks as their 
contribution and it was anticipated that the new grounds would be ready for the 

winter of 1953. As Tokoroa was a major sawmilling area, it was decided to form a 
small secondary banked area for a permanent chopping ring and suitable 
amenities. The local contractors, recognising the urgency, entered into the spirit 
and made their equipment available on the weekends. Work was placed under the 
supervision of Mr JH Chambers who acted as a consultant.  
 
The oval was formed at 155 x 90m and fill was heaped up around the outside to 
form a banked area. The secondary fields came to 137 x 137m and the bowling 
greens, croquet lawns and netball courts took up a further 48 x 110m. It was 

noted in the reports that eight very bad tomos needed consideration to provide a 
final safe foundation for the basketball/bowling green area.  
 
The area adjacent to the Tokoroa Road which would form the secondary fields 
provided fill to cover the watercourse which was piped. Fill was also placed 
alongside the road to form a parking area for the baths. Rhyolite was provided for 

the base of the netball courts, the pavilion and the internal system.  
 
The Sportsground buildings consisted of a main pavilion, a combined building for 
change rooms for hockey, chopping contests or football training, a tennis/netball 
pavilion and a small storage shed. Extra facilities for the A & P Association, 
fences, power and water supply and the Memorial Gates were provided. Most of 
the labour was voluntary and materials, with the exception of joinery and roof 
trusses were donated. Public opinion was that when all these works were 
completed, any funds left would go towards a swimming pool. 
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Originally netball/tennis began operation with two courts and a small shed – an 
old house from Atiamuri later replaced the shed.  Over a period of time, two 

unused bowling greens and two Council houses have been replaced with further 
netball/tennis courts. 
 
In July, 1954, the committee requested that plans be prepared for a 34 x 15m 
pool with depths varying from 1m to 1.25m at halfway and continuing at 1.25m 
thereafter. The pool was constructed using volunteer help and local contractors 

and was officially opened by Sir David Henry on 31 March 1956. 
 
The Town Committee used to hold its meetings at the pavilion of the Memorial 
Sportsground until 1957, when it became necessary to expand accommodation to 
allow room for a branch county office.  
 
In October 1957, the committee wrote to Matamata County Council to 
recommend that matters affecting the grounds should, as with all matters in 
Tokoroa, go through the Town Committee. The letter also pointed out that Mr 
Mossop recently deeded to the local A & P Association an area of 3 hectares 
immediately adjacent to the Sportsground on the eastern side. This area was 
designated for purposes of showground’s for the A & P Association and for 
recreational use by the people of the district. As this area was inadequate for an 

A & P Showground, the committee and the A & P Association decided that 
resources should be pooled for the mutual benefit of all concerned. The result of 
this move was the Tokoroa A & P Association Empowering Act of 1968. The land 
was transferred to Council on the condition that the Association continued to have 
the use thereof and of the adjoining Sportsground for a number of days each year 
without charge. Council agreed to pay compensation to the Association for the 

land if at any time the Association decides to change the venue of its shows and 
other activities.  
 
In April 1985 a letter was received from the South Waikato Cricket Association 
and the South Waikato Hockey Association requesting that the Tokoroa Borough 
Council look at developing an existing stockcar area and adjacent lease land for 

the use of both codes. This development commenced in September 1985 and 
provided an area for four international and three full sized fields for 
soccer/hockey, sufficient area for business house cricket, and a new No.1 grass 
wicket separate from other areas. 

 
The existing hockey/cricket building was transported from its Mossop Road site on 
to its present site. Council assisted financially to provide public toilets to be 
attached to the building. These toilets can be accessed from outside by 
spectators. In May 1988, Council named the area David Foote Park in honour of 
its previous Deputy Mayor and Chairman of the Parks and Reserves Committee.  
 
East on Mossop road was the Tokoroa Swimming Pool and an associated carpark.  
The pool was decommissioned in 1996 after a new indoor heated pool was 

opened in Torphin Crescent. 
 
In 1998 a private property (Mossop Field) was bought and included in the 
Reserve. It initially separated the access way from the Memorial Sportsground. 
The intention for the future was for further inclusion into the Park. 
 

In 2001 the Tokoroa Rugby Club and The Pirates Rugby Club went through a 
process of amalgamation. They now field teams under the name of Southern 
United Rugby Football Club (SURF). There was also the suggestion that the 
Tokoroa High School Old Boys would join , however this has not eventuated.  
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Also in 2001, the old Memorial entrance way was converted to a pedestrian 
access way when the new entrance to the Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground was 

completed.  
  
The relocation of Pacific and Forestland Clubs from James Higgins Park occurred 
in 2002 when the “new” league building (ex-Pirates Rugby Club) passed to New 
Zealand Rugby League..  
 

In 2002 alterations were also made to the public toilets at the Memorial 
Sportsground. 
 
In 2004 the committee and members of the A & P Association donated their time, 
labour and machinery to develop Mossop Field into an area suitable for equestrian 
events and or extra playing fields. Development was first proposed by the SW 
Sports and Leisure Board in order to accommodate the transfer of Rugby League 
to the Sportsground. The intention was to turn Field 7 around so that it would run 
parallel to the A & P Building and extend a small way into Mossop Field, and 
alongside it would run Field 8, which required the removal of the A & P store shed 
and bailing system to enable sufficient room.  
 
In 2005 and with the consent of the SWDC and the Returned Service Men’s 

Association the old memorial gates located at the corner of Mossop Road and 
State Highway One were removed and replaced with a new memorial plinth that 
incorporated the three existing memorial plaques, and a new plaque to 
commemorate VJ Day.  
 
A further 200 metres east down Mossop Road is the main entrance to the Tokoroa 

Memorial Sportsground. Just east of the main entrance is the Tokoroa High 
School Old Boys Rugby and Sports Club clubrooms. The carpark in front of these 
clubrooms was the original carpark for the old town baths; directly behind is the 
building that is home to the Tokoroa Highland Pipe Band which is housed in the 
former Swimming Club building. 
 

 
Significant Features 

 
 The key landscape feature is the large area of active recreation and public open 

space and facilities adjacent to the heart of Tokoroa and SH1, in particular the 
Oval which is the focus, among other events, of the annual A & P Show, 
equestrian show ring events and rugby. The development includes buildings and 
structures associated with the diverse range of community activities and sporting 
codes. 
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The Oval located in the centre of the reserve. 

 

 

Heritage Sites 
 

There are no heritage sites located on this reserve. 
 
 

Location 

 
Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground and David Foote Park are located on Mossop 

Road, Tokoroa.  
 
 

 
 

Figure One: Location of Memorial Sportsground and David Foote Park, Tokoroa. 
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Purpose 
 

The park and facilities within are an area for active sport and recreation, 
providing a large area of open green space. It is the main focus for sport, 
recreational and community activities both within the immediate community of 
Tokoroa and the wider South Waikato District. The park’s facilities have been 
developed specifically to cater to the demands of the developing sports wellbeing 
and cultural interests of the town.  The park also provides a venue on which 

events such as the A & P show can be held and at times other events that wish to 
charge an entrance fee for attendance.   
 

 

Use 
 
Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground and David Foote Park have been used by a 
variety of organisations including rugby, tennis, softball, netball, basketball, 
cricket, touch, bowls, hockey, gymnastics, swimming and the A & P Association. 
The A & P show is an annual event which still takes place within the reserve. The 
reserve is also used for events such as Calf Day or regional Sports Days and 
church or social groups playing touch rugby.  
 

The Oval forms the centre or hub of the park.  The A & P use the oval for horse 
events.  “Balloons over Waikato” has visited for several years; Christmas in the 
Park and the Polynesian festival has been run here. 
 
There are informal users of the Park such as individuals or groups of friends or 
family from within the wider community that use the park for walking, flying kites 

or casual use for active sports like tennis or touch rugby. These users occupy 
whatever space is available at the time.  
 
An increasingly popular attraction is the new Cougar Park Mountain Bike Park. 
The proximity of the Papa O Te Aroha Marae also provides an opportunity for 
users of the Marae to access the park for various purposes.  

 
 

Legal Description 
 

Section/Lot Area Classification 
NZ Gazette 
Reference 

Lot 3 DPS 2424 0.3847 Not classified  N/A 

Lot 4 DPS 2424 0.0911 Not Classified  N/A 

Lot 5 DPS 2424 0.0847 Not Classified  N/A 

Lot 6 DPS 2424                7.1766 Recreation reserve  N/A 

Pt Lot 4 DPS 4625 16.0857 Public Reserve 
NZGZ 1963 page 
1877 

Lot 3 DPS 4625 2.8404 No Classified Purpose  N/A 

Lot 3 DPS 16048 0.111 Recreation reserve  N/A 

Lot 3 DPS 27348    0.4253 Recreation reserve  N/A 

Lot 1 DP 33166 0.757 Recreation reserve 
NZGZ 1965 page 
224 

Pt Lot 3 DP 23421 16.0857 Public reserve 
NZGZ 1963 page 
1877 

Lot 1 DPS 8069 2.9567 No Classified Purpose  N/A 

Lot 1 DPS 19497 2.8261 No Classified Purpose  N/A 
Section 82 Block VIII 
Patetere South SD 0.6247 Recreation Reserve 

NZGZ 1972 page 
2838 
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Figure Two: Map of Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground and David Foote Park 

showing the reserves’ legal appellations. 
 

 

Classification 

 
Tokoroa War Memorial Park and David Foote Park is a Recreation Reserve held 

under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserve has been classified for recreational 
purposes pursuant to the Reserves Act 1977.  
 
 
Reserves Act 1977: Section 17. Recreation Reserves 
“Recreation reserves are for the purpose of providing areas for the recreation and 

sporting activities and the physical welfare and enjoyment of the public, and for 
the protection of the natural environment and beauty of the countryside, with the 

emphasis on the retention of open spaces and on outdoor recreational activities, 
including recreational tracks in the countryside.” 

 
 
Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground and David Foote Park is zoned as “Reserve” 
under the South Waikato District Plan.  
 
 

User Groups 

 
Over the years, the following groups have made up the formal users of the Park. 

Most have specific facilities that are either leased from Council or developed for 
themselves on land leased from Council. Currently, those that remain utilising the 
Park are as follows: 
 

• Tokoroa Agricultural and Pastoral Association 
• South Waikato Cricket Association 

• South Waikato District Highland Pipe Band 
• South Waikato Rugby Referees Association 
• Southern United Rugby Football Club 
• Southern United Rugby Football Touch Module 
• Southern United Woman’s Soccer team 
• Tokoroa Axeman’s and Bushcraft Association 
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• Tokoroa East Bowling Club  
• Tokoroa Gymnastics Club 

• Tokoroa High School Old Boys Rugby Football and Sports Club 
• Tokoroa Junior Hockey 
• Tokoroa Leagues Club, home to both the Pacific and Forestland Rugby 

League Club’s 
• Tokoroa Leagues Club Touch Module 
• Tokoroa Mountain Bike Club 

• Tokoroa Netball Centre 
• Tokoroa Tennis Club 
• Tritons Rugby Football Club 
• Greyhound Track 
• Tokoroa Canine Obedience Club 

 
The following groups pre-book space required at the Park to stage their events:  
 

• Primary School sports days 
• Polynesian Festival 
• Christmas in the Park: organised by the combined churches of Tokoroa 
• Timberlands pony Club: North Island team events 
• Tokoroa Canine Club annual two day show 

• Motor Home Clubs: Weekends away 
• Polynesian Community sports days 
• Balloons over Waikato. Venue for balloons on tour day 
• The Targa Rally: used as a pit stop area 
• Tokoroa Intermediate - Biathlon 
• Polo Crosse 

• Raukawa sports days 
 
The Park has also been used for: 

• international athletic events, 
• international netball events (Cook Island v South Waikato and Fiji v South 

Waikato – during 1970’s) 

• Ranfurly Shield rugby. 
 
 
Lessees 

 

Lessee Term Expiry For 

Southern United 
RFC  31/03/2021 Ground leases 

HSOB Rugby  31/03/2021 Ground leases 

Tokoroa East 
Bowling Club  31/03/2021 Ground leases 

NZ Rugby League  31/01/2024 Clubrooms 

Highland Pipe 
Band   Clubrooms 

Axemen’s 
Association (A-
Frame Building)   Storage 

Tokoroa A & P 
Association Lease of Part  Building 
Cricket 

    



11  
 Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground & David Foote Park Reserve Management Plan 

 

 

Netball 
    

 
Governance 

In the 1990’s a Sportsground Committee representing all sports on the Park met 
regularly for several years and made recommendations to the District Council 
about development and maintenance issues. 
 

The Park is now managed by the South Waikato Sports and Leisure Board Trust 
on contract to the South Waikato District Council.  The Sports and Leisure Board 
also provides strategic oversight to the development of the Park. 
 

 
The Future for the Reserve 

 

The Park is significant to the South Waikato because of the large amount of open 
green space it provides all on one site, and it will be important to preserve this 
for the future.   
 
Council’s long term strategy consists of developing the reserve as a key venue for 
Tokoroa and the District.  Any new sporting codes would likely be located here.   

 
Subdivision and changing land use in the area will potentially put pressure on 
facilities at the Park.  There is a residential subdivision underway to the south on 
SH1 which will increase informal use of the park and create further demand for 
‘neighbourhood’ park facilities such as seating, garden planting and play areas.   
 

18 new dairy farms are being developed at the end of Mossop Road for start-up in 
June 2008.  This will permanently increase the amount of traffic (especially heavy 
traffic) along Mossop Road, and may affect the levels of service for roading 
provided by the South Waikato District Council. 
 
The reserve and its facilities will also attract additional use from any new Events 

Centre on the park. 
 
Some of the services provided on the Park are long outdated.  The public toilets 
located east of the oval are hopelessly inadequate for the numbers of visitors to 
the Park and are old and aesthetically unattractive.  The poor standard of 
grandstand facilities and changing rooms for visiting teams has caused public 
concern for some years.  
  
Events centre  
 
An Events Centre is proposed as a centrally based multi purpose facility for the 
South Waikato community sited at the Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground and if it 
proceeds will have implications on other facilities for the park.  The development 

is at the proposal stage and Council has improved in principal funding of $2.8m 
from its Development Fund.  Complete funding has yet to be sought.  The 
proposal will need resource consent.   
 
The preferred location is to the west of the existing grandstand.  Two locations 
have been discussed; the alternative is in the area where the Referees Building 

stands now at the ends of fields 7 and 8. 
 
The facility will allow for both sporting and cultural facilities and events.   It is 
aimed to attract and stage local, regional and national events at the site.  The 
new building is proposed to be owned by the South Waikato District Council. 
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The building is to accommodate a variety of sporting groups which will share 

resources and space, and which will create links between different sporting 
bodies.  The building will include facilities for public and private gatherings, as 
well as house new public toilets for the park.  A two court stadium with spectator 
seating will be provided and there are to be both indoor and outdoor stages.    
   
The benefits are seen to include:   

• encouraging healthy and active lifestyles 
• creating the opportunity for district, regional and national events 
• supporting the positive image of the district 
• creating community pride 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Strategy Action Benefit to Community Priority 

� Preserve the Park in its entirety 
because of the value of the large 

amount of open green space on one 
site in the centre of town and its 
significance to the South Waikato 
community. 

� Council’s long term strategy consists 
of developing the reserve as a key 
venue for Tokoroa and the District. 

� Propose that any new sporting codes 
would likely be located here.    

� Enhance and upgrade facilities to 

provide for increased use of the open 
space from new subdivision and 
changing land use in the area.  

� Provide safe easy access and 
increased visibility for the Park from 
State Highway One (SHI) and the 

town centre. 
 

NOTE: The Tokoroa East Bowling Club, 
located along the fence adjacent to State 
Highway One, celebrated their 50th 
anniversary early in 2008.  However the 
Club is no longer affiliated to either 
Waikato or Bowls NZ and has not used 
their facility for its intended purpose for 

at least the last 4 years.  If the club 
moves into recession the site could be 
cleared to allow for a new pedestrian 
access from SH1, together with 

improved visibility and signage for the 
Park. 

� Prepare a master plan for the site which 
provides the overall access pattern and 

spatial concepts for the redevelopment of 
the park and individual components and 
facilities. 

� Develop a MAJOR TREE LINED FORMAL 

ENTRY to the Park off Mossop Rd. The 
enclosed formal lawn could showcase 
special events or provide overflow 
carparking. 

� Entry Road to culminate in a multi 
purpose ARRIVAL PLAZA which becomes 

the ‘HEART OF THE PARK’.  
� Heart of the Park Arrival Plaza to have 

seating and paved areas for outdoor 
events such as markets and field days. 
Paving to provide for both vehicle and 
pedestrian access to key locations around 

the central Oval. Retain existing trees. 
� Create a traveller’s picnic park visible from 

SH1 on the corner of SH1 and Mossop Rd 
in the vicinity of the former Memorial 
Gates. Provide safe access to a small 
carpark from the proposed new entry to 
the Park on Mossop Rd. 

NOTE: This area could be used by travellers 
passing through as a picnic stop, and by 

families attending the Park for Saturday 
sport.  
� Develop facilities such as seating, garden 

planting and play areas for use as a 

‘neighbourhood’ park for new residential 
subdivision underway to the south on 

� Revitalised Tokoroa 
Memorial Sports 

Ground for increased 
use and enjoyment 
by local and wider 
South Waikato 

Community.  
� Upgraded facilities 

provide potential to 
attract major 
sporting and other 
events to Tokoroa. 

 
 

High 
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NOTE: The Talking Poles Project has 
provided a significant number of 
sculptures for the centre of Tokoroa and 
is emerging as a tourist attraction.  The 
addition of Talking Pole(s) would link the 

Park with the town centre across State 
Highway One.  The Talking Pole(s) could 
celebrate famous sporting heroes from 
Tokoroa. 
 

SH1. 
NOTE: Dunham’s Park has a similar use is 
less than a kilometre away. 
• Maintain or demolish the A-frame building 

which houses the Referees Association.   
NOTE: The referees could be relocated to the 
Axeman’s Club or into an Officials’ Room with 

better facilities in the proposed Event Centre. 
� Upgrade/replace existing outdated toilets 

located east of the oval which are 
currently inadequate for the numbers of 
visitors to the Park. 

� Upgrade the existing grandstand facilities 

and changing rooms which are inadequate 
for visiting teams and have has caused 
public concern for some years.  

� The use of the park could be extended 
with additional facilities and amenities 
such as provision for campervans.   

NOTE: The South Waikato District Council has 
installed an effluent dump station at the 
Tokoroa High School Old Boy’s carpark on 
Mossop Road to accommodate the larger 
vehicles which find access to the Whakauru 
Street dump station difficult. 

 

Events Centre  
� A New Events Centre is proposed to 

allow for both sporting and cultural 
facilities and events.  It is aimed to 
attract and stage local, regional and 
national events at the site.  

� This development, if it proceeds will 
have implications on other facilities 

� Develop the proposed Events Centre as a 
centrally based multi purpose facility for 

the South Waikato community sited at the 
Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground.  

� Ensure that the proposed building can 
accommodate a variety of sporting groups 

who will share resources and space, and 
which will create links between different 

The benefits are seen to 
include:   

• encouraging healthy 
and active lifestyles 

• creating the 
opportunity for 

district, regional and 
national events 

High 
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for the park.  The development is at 
the proposal stage and Council has 
improved in principal funding of 
$2.8m from its Development Fund.  
Complete funding has yet to be 
sought.  The proposal will need 
resource consent. 

� It is intended that the proposed 
Events Centre be owned by South 
Waikato District Council. 

 

sporting bodies.   
� Design the building with facilities for 

public and private gatherings, as well as 
house new public toilets for the park.  

� A two court stadium with spectator 
seating will be provided and there are to 
be both indoor and outdoor stages.    

� The preferred location is to the west of the 
existing grandstand.    

 
 

• supporting the 
positive image of the 
district 

• creating community 
pride 

 
 

Vehicle Access 
� Resolve key traffic issues. including: 

volume of traffic on SH1; safe access 
into Memorial Park; vehicle access 
for  sports and special events; 
carparking 

� Entrances and exits (traffic flow into 
and out of the Park) need to be 

reviewed in light of any increased 
Events Centre traffic. 

 
NOTE: The South Waikato Sports and 
Leisure Board have recommended to the 
Council that the entranceway to the Park on 
Mossop Road be modernised allowing for a 
traffic lay-by, a redesign of the gates into an 
appealing and appropriate entranceway, 

improved signage and some gardens. 
 

� Create a formal tree lined loop entry road 
into the heart of the park from Mossop 

Road. 
� Entry Road to access an arrival plaza 

which would be a multi functional hub and 
provide vehicle and pedestrian access to 
different areas within the park. 

� An internal road through the site would 

provide vehicle exit onto Giles St. 
� Existing carparks to be retained and 

enhance with further parking at the 
travellers picnic park and adjacent to 
sports fields and events centre as 
required. 

� The entry lawn surrounded by the loop 
road and avenue of trees could provide 
overflow carparking for special events. 

NOTE: Any Events Centre will create demand for 
larger parking areas over what has been required 
in the past for weekly sports events.  The number 
of car parks has not yet been specified.   

NOTE:Traffic on Mossop Road maybe impacted by 
18 new dairy farms which are being developed at 
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3  

 Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground & David Foote Park Reserve Management Plan 
 

 

the end of Mossop Road for start-up in June 
2008.  This will permanently increase the amount 
of traffic (especially heavy traffic) along Mossop 
Road, and may affect the levels of service for 
roading provided by the South Waikato District 
Council. 

 

Pedestrian Access 
Resolve key pedestrian issues including: SHI 
as a significant barrier between the town 
and the Park. 
NOTE: However there is concern that 
instead of using an underpass or overpass 

that increased numbers of pedestrians, 
especially children would still take the risk of 
crossing the road directly.  Alternative 
routes for moving large items up SH1 e.g. 
houses could have to be provided.   
 

NOTE: The demand for better pedestrian 
access to the sportsgrounds will grow if there 
is increased use of the Park. Pedestrian 
access from town has caused concern for 
many years because of safety.  An underpass 
is seen as an easier alternative to an 

overpass because of easier access for the 
mobility impaired.  However there are 
potential security issues with installing an 
underpass under State Highway One to 
connect the main residential and business 
area of Tokoroa with the Park.  A potential 

crossing point on SH1 is the area where the 
Tokoroa East School pedestrian crossing is 
now located.   

 

 Low 

Environmental Care  
� Streams are of increasing importance 

in the District.  
NOTE: The Giles St area of the stream has 
been overgrown with willows which have 

been recently cleared by Environment 
Waikato. The regrowth will be sprayed over 
summer, and then replanted.  Clearing has 
made a difference to the improved flow of 
the stream which does not appear to flood 
now and this maintenance needs to be 

� Develop the stream along the northern 
side of the park for pedestrian access and 
recreation.   

� Continue to develop the esplanade 
walkway from Lake Moananui around the 

perimeter of Tokoroa to link the town, 
Durham’s Park, Memorial Sportsground 
and David Foote Park.  

� Use walkway to access recreational 
facilities such as the mountain bike trail 
from David Foote Park. 

Development of facilities 
which encourage passive 
and active recreation for the 
residents and wider South 
Waikato Community. 

Medium 



4  

 Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground & David Foote Park Reserve Management Plan 
 

 

continued. 
  

 

David Foote Park  

• Retain the open space for passive 
and active recreation. 

• Continue to upgrade the facilities for 
community use and enjoyment  

• Create access and bike trails to link 
the park with the town and Memorial 

Park. 
 

• Improve existing infrastructure for events. 

� Upgrade the signage on Mossop Road for 
David Foote Park to promote the Mountain 
Bike Park entrance.   

 

NOTE: The Mountain Bike Club operate out of the 
Cricket Club for their events but water and power 
and public toilets near the Mountain bike park 
entrance may make running their events more 
efficient.  Mountain Bike Park signage needs 
upgrading so that visitors are aware of where to 

access the facility.  

 Low 

Entry and Internal Signage 
• Consider a special  ‘premier events 

destination’ sign theme for the park 
which reflects SWDC colours but has 
its own identity suitable for 

marketing to the wider population. 
• Consider the potential for improved 

visibility of both the park and the 
signage along SHI. 

  
NOTE: South Waikato Sports and Leisure 
Board have submitted a request to 
Council for funding for improved 
signage.  

 

� Create a major entry sign for the corner of 
SHI and Mossop Road to direct visitors 
and locals to the Park Entry. 

� Develop the special signage image for the 
internal wayfinding signs for the Park. 

� Improved internal signage could include 
information about the facilities and history 
throughout the Sportsground;  

� Signage needs to have a consistent theme 
throughout the park. 
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