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Photograph One: View of the Tirau Reserve from the terraces and overlooking some 

of the visual amenities on the grounds. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Tirau Reserve is the largest recreational facility in Tirau and used to be one of the District’s 

premier reserves.   The Reserve provides an authentic English character feeling with its 
surrounding scenery. 

 
The Management Plan for Tirau Reserve has been prepared to enable clarification of the 

overriding management objectives and policies for the protection, development and ongoing 

maintenance of the Reserve.   The Plan is a tool by which information on the current 

development of the Reserve can be summarised, and future development proposals and 
maintenance requirements set out clearly.    

 
General policies of relevance to all reserves, including Tirau Reserve are detailed in the 

document “South Waikato District Reserves Policy 2010” which needs to be read in conjunction 
with this Management Plan. 

 
RESERVE DESCRIPTION 

 

The Tirau Domain has two underlying landscape characters. One is a cultural landscape 

character and the other is a rural, pastoral character. 
 

The character of the site is dominated by its location at the intersection of State Highway One 
(SH1) and State Highway Five (SH5).  The presence of the state highways reinforces the 

cultural impact on the sense of place, community usage and accessibility into what was once a 

well used, typical rural town recreational and sports domain. 
 

The site itself has a cultural landscape character grounded at the turn of the century and 

consolidated in the 1930s when the District banded together to develop the Domain as a model 

ground for community activities including basketball and football. The physical landscape 
character is derived from the shaping and levelling of the original landform to form community 

open space and sports fields.  
 

The existing, but disused lawn bowling pavilion and greens, rugby pavilion, earth terracing and 

the playing fields contribute to the historic sense of place and cultural landscape character as 

does the large deciduous trees in memory of the Queen’s visit.  
 

The remainder of the site retains the original, gently undulating landform which falls towards 
the stream on the west boundary of the Reserve.  The grassed area is grazed by stock and 

there is a mix of indigenous and exotic trees framing the stream edge. All these elements are 
consistent with a rural, pastoral landscape character. 

 
The majority of the land on Tirau Reserve is flat grassland with two major fenced flat blocks of 

land and two smaller adjacent ones.  The main large block of land has facilities that include 

what used to be a large rugby field and is now an arena for horse show jumping; on this land 

there are also terraces which house the old Patetere Football Club and former rugby lights 
which have been transferred to Putaruru to the Oraka Stream area, under Council ownership, 

and the Putaruru Petanque Club, under their ownership.  A surveyed running track is also 
marked with steel pegs.  

 

The second larger block of land is farmland and is grazed by sheep.  It is unique in that it is 

bound by the Oraka stream and provides high visual appeal.  The smaller adjacent land houses 
the ex-Tirau Bowling Club building and grounds and next to this is sectioned land of moderate 

visual appeal containing many mature Oak trees that provide a potential picnic spot of English 

character.  
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LOCATION 

 

The Tirau Reserve is located on the corner of SH1 and the SH5 Rotorua-Tirau intersection less 

than one kilometre south of Tirau.  Access to the Reserve is difficult and relatively dangerous 
due to the Reserve being on a short bend. 

 
Tirau Township is one kilometre away to the north.  It has been estimated recently that Tirau 

now attracts approximately 900,000 visits a year, primarily from people stopping for 

refreshments and toilets.  To develop further as more of a destination, and to extend the time 

visitors spend in the area, Tirau needs to expand the number of attractions and activities it 
offers, and the Reserve offers potential. 

 
HISTORY OF THE RESERVE 

 
The Tirau Reserve is part of the Patetere Block over which Ngati Raukawa originally had Native 

Title.  This Native Title to the land was investigated in June of 1880 and passed through the 
Court in order to pave way for its purchase.   

 

Earlier, in 1877 a partnership was made which resulted in the establishment of MacLean and 

Co.  The object of this company was to purchase and improve the land and stock in the 
Waikato area.  In 1881 the name of the company was changed to the Auckland Agricultural 

Company and by 1883 they had acquired 107,271 acres 1 rood and 34 perches which was 
purchased from the Government and included what would later become Tirau.  Ninety seven 

sections were offered for sale via public auction by the Auckland Agricultural Company and 

these sections represented the then Oxford Township (now Tirau).  By 1897 the Auckland 
Agricultural Company’s holdings were transferred to the BNZ Assets Realisation Board. 

  

Before 1915 the Tirau Reserve, as it is now called, was owned by the Agricultural Department 

and set aside for a stop over point for cattle drives.  At one stage it was also used during WWII 
as a type of military camp or a collection point for troops. 

 
In its prime, before the advent of the motor car took people further afield, the District was 

close-knit and the local Patetere Football and Tirau Old Girls Basketball Teams were solidly 

supported by the community.  The enthusiasm of the District was shown when they banded 

together to develop a model ground at the Domain.  In fact, minutes from the Tirau Old Girls 
Basketball Team in 1934 show that they were playing on the Domain Courts for that season 

and it appears the team began in 1931.  The Patetere Football Club was a robust club for many 
years, but had a period when not enough members were available to keep it going.  It was 

revived for a short time during the 1980’s.  The pavilion at the Reserve is a tribute to them; 
and many representative players learnt how to play football at the Reserve for this Club.  

 
Picnics and Sports days were also held at the Reserve after 1915.  It was here parents joined 

in with running races, catching eggs, wheelbarrow races and other fun games. 

 

The Reserve was used for numerous recreational activities such as school activities and 
athletics, rugby, tennis, cricket, croquet and later bowling.  Due to diminished use and the 

Reserve’s hazardous access-ways both the Patetere Football Club and the Tirau Bowling Club 
have gone into recess, the latter in early 2005, and the Tirau Tennis Club has relocated.  The 

Bowling Club clubrooms and surrounds have reverted to Council stewardship.  The use to 

which the building should be put has created much interest within the community.   
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Photograph Two: The former Tirau Bowling Club and former Patetere Football Club. 

 
The Rugby Club and grounds were purpose-built with great viewing and an excellent rugby 

field; at one stage the grounds had a crowd of 3,000 people on the terraces and originally 

there were four lights put in, although only 3 worked at any one time.   
 

In 1943 Bradbury’s Illustrated Series (8th edition) describes the Domain: 

 

“The Tirau Domain has been greatly improved.  It is well sheltered by an outer 
hedge of lawsoniana, and by an inner hedge of loncere.  Provision has 

been made for various outdoor games such as tennis, croquet, 
basketball, bowls e.g.  In the recreation grounds are 7 terraces with 

seating accommodation for 3,000.” 

 

The tennis club has since moved to a new site on Station Street because of the dangerous 
entry and exit ways into the Reserve being on a busy stretch of SH1.  The increased amounts 

of traffic, dangerous access-ways and distance from the township have all been factors in the 
diminishing use of the Reserve. 

 

In the 1960’s the Reserve began to be used for Calf Club days due to the conditions at the 

school not being suitable for the event.  At one stage there was an old training shed which was 
used every Thursday in the 1970’s but has since been pulled down. 

 

           
 

Photograph Three: Photographs of the plaque and oak trees planted that 
commemorate the Queen’s visit in 1953. 

 

Some of the Reserve land is leased and has been for a number of years.  One of the first 

lessees was Mr John Corcoran who leased Lot 2 of Section 12 and Lot 2 of Section 2 from the 
Agricultural Department in the 1930’s, provided he “leaved the land in good English pasture”. 

The Reserve is currently leased for grazing which works to reduce maintenance costs on the 
Reserve while it is not intensively used for recreational purposes. 

 
The Reserve has been well used by the residents of the Tirau township, as well as residents 

from the wider District. 
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PURPOSE 
 

The Reserve’s purpose is to provide space for outdoor recreational facilities and to enable the 

public to obtain the benefit or enjoyment of the Reserve.  It offers open green space for the 

people of Tirau and surrounding District to use for general purpose recreation as well as 
sporting events and community functions.  The Reserve can also be used as a walking area for 

dogs.  Under local dog control bylaws, the Reserve is classified as a “Restrained Dog Area” 
which allows dogs on the Reserve with the constraint that they must be on leads at all times.  

 

SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

 
The Reserve was visited by the Queen of England when she came to New Zealand in 1953.  An 

Oak tree was planted in her honour in the Reserve with a plaque that commemorates the 
occasion given by the Women’s Division of Tirau as shown in Photograph Three. 

 
Most of the elements which inform the landscape character of the Tirau Domain are the 

significant features as well, including the state highways and intersection. Although the 
highways are not part of the site itself, they are nevertheless one of the most dominating and 

significant features in terms of the existing and future development of the open space for the 

local community. 

 
Other significant features include the memorial trees, unmodified landform and pasture to the 

stream edge and the remnant sports facilities. 
 

HERITAGE SITES 

 
There are no classified heritage sites within the Reserve. 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 
The Reserve is owned by the Department of Conservation but is administered by the South 

Waikato District Council.  
 

The appointment of the Tirau Domain Board to control the Domain was gazetted in 1946 (New 

Zealand Gazette, pg 120).  At this stage the Domain consisted of Lot 1 of Section 12, Lot 1 of 

Section 2 and Section 11 of the PNSD as shown in Figure Two.  
 

The members appointed were: 
 

• Samuel John Bear 
• Cyril Leslie Corcoran 

• Hector Frederick Morse 
• George Richard Cotter 

• Keath Rollo Litchfield 

• James Heatherington 

• William Henry George Allen 
• James Stewart 

• John David Reid 
 

The first meeting in that year was to be held at the Ladies Rest Rooms in Tirau at 8.00pm on 

the 12 February 1946.  

 
Subsequent appointment of persons to be members of the Domain Board (1970 onwards) were 

not published in the New Zealand Gazette, but in the local newspaper following approval by the 

Commissioner of Crown Lands (Lands and Survey Department) in terms of section 6 (1) 
Reserves and Domains Act 1953.  
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By notification in the New Zealand Gazette 1989 (pages 2,484 and 2,485), under sections 205 
and 211 of the Local Government (Waikato Region) Reorganisation Order 1989, the functions, 

duties and powers of the Tirau Recreation Reserve Board passed to the South Waikato District 

Council.  As the Reserve Board only held an appointment to control and manage the Reserve 

this became the function that was passed to Council by that legislation. 
 

Council has appointed a standing committee, namely the Lichfield/Tirau Reserve Committee, to 
look after the day to day management of this Reserve pursuant to its powers under the then 

Local Government Act 1974 and its replacement the Local Government Act 2002 (Clause 32, 

Schedule 7).  The objective of this Committee is to ensure the efficient management of the 

Tirau Reserve.  The Committee advises on the planning and management of the Reserve and 
recommends fees and charges to the Council for approval. They also act to prepare operating 

and maintenance programmes for the Reserve’s Asset Management Plan on Councils approval.  
 

The Lichfield/Tirau Reserve Committee has an important role in terms of advising, monitoring, 
making recommendations, policy planning and the oversight of any operations inherent to the 

Reserve.   Although the Committee has many objectives and roles they have no power to 
initiate actions and act purely in an advisory capacity.  Where the District Council has 

delegation it may choose to act on those recommendations.  Some decisions about the 

Reserve will still need to be referred to the Department of Conservation, particularly the 

approval of a new lessee or leasing arrangement. 

 
USE 

 

From the 1930’s the Reserve has been used by a variety of organisations including bowling, 

tennis, football, athletics, school sporting events, picnics, Calf Club days and cricket.  
 

Nowadays, it is used by the Tirau Pony Club for show jumping practices and competitions on a 
fortnightly basis through their season which runs from mid-September to mid-May with a 

break in January.  During daylight saving the Reserve is used every fortnight for 2 hours; then 

from March to May every second Saturday from 10.00am - 1.00pm.  The Reserve is also used 

on another 6 or so days a year for other Pony Club activities.   
 

At one stage the Reserve was used as a practice arena for Polo Crosse on a weekly basis but 
use stopped due to the long grass being too much of a hindrance. 

 

Although the Reserve is currently grazed it is still available for a range of active and passive 

activities.  Any person, user group or club wishing to use the Reserve and the lessee are 
encouraged to work together to make the Reserve accessible and user friendly.  Although 

usage is low it still provides an exceptional community facility. 
 

USER GROUPS 

 
• Tirau Pony Club uses the Reserve for show jumping practice, competitions and meetings. 

Rallies and events are also held throughout the season.  The Club is stable for the 

foreseeable future.  The Club advises that the Reserve surface is the best in the 

Timberlands area for its purposes. 
• The Reserve is open for public use however it is not often utilised due to its hazardous 

entry/exit ways and unkempt appearance. 

 

LESSEES 
 

Any lease over the Reserve must be by way of concession in terms of Section 59A of the 
Reserves Act 1977 and in accordance with Part 3B of the Conservation Act 1987.  Therefore 

the agreement between Council and Mr. Stratton is a concession and not a lease. 
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Lessee  Term  Expiry    For 

Need to update as soon as possible. 

 

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

  
The Department of Conservation owns the land and it is administered by the South Waikato 

District Council.  One allotment is in the name of Matamata County Council and is in Certificate 

of Title SA44D/871; in effect it is now owned by the South Waikato District Council. 

 
Lots comprising the Tirau Reserve 

 

Section/Lot Area Year Added 

Part Section 11 situated in Block  1.9253 Hectares 1915 

II Patetere Survey District     

Lot 1 of Section 2 situated in  1.1255 Hectares 1929 

Block II Patetere Survey District     

Lot 1 of Section 12 situated in  0.1189 Hectares 1929 

Block II Patetere Survey District     

Section 28 situated in Block II 2.4878 Hectares 1961 

Patetere Survey District     

 

Total Area of Reserve: 5.6575 Hectares. 
 

CLASSIFICATION 

 

The Tirau Reserve is classified as a Recreation Reserve but has had a slightly complex history 
in terms of the addition and changing of surrounding land.  Please see Appendix One for 

detailed information.   
 

Under the South Waikato Council District Plan the land is zoned as a Recreation Reserve. 

 

THE FUTURE OF THE RESERVE 
 

Challenges 

 

A key issue is access – this has directly been the cause of a reduction in the use of the 
Reserve.  The increased traffic on State Highway One and hazardous access-way near the busy 

and hazardous intersection of State Highways One and Five has become a concern for the 
people of Tirau, and has directly affected levels of use.   

 

A further consideration is the proposed bypass of Tirau.  NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) has no 

firm plans for a bypass at this stage; however is proceeding with plans to 4 lane SH1 from 

Auckland to Cambridge, and eventually to Tirau.  No route has yet been selected for the Tirau 
bypass, however at this stage there are two options; the highway skirts west of Tirau or the 

own the eastern side of the township.  A western bypass linking with the existing entrance to 
SH5 could well impact positively or negatively on the Tirau Reserve, and access to it.  A bypass 

may be as far away as 2020 or even longer, and could well be completed before the 4 laning 

from Cambridge, to avoid bottlenecking at the north end of Tirau. Easy and safe access to the 

Reserve will be a primary requirement for any developments of the State Highways in the 
vicinity of the Reserve. 

 
 

A parallel issue is the lack of urban reserves in Tirau.  Tirau residents have expressed a desire 

for more places to walk, push prams and take children to play as identified in the 2006 Local 

Area Concept Plan.  This presents an opportunity to explore the potential of the Tirau Reserve, 
with the possibility of a walkway adjoining the Reserve and the urban township. 
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A further challenge is to open up the rear of the Reserve and allow public enjoyment of a 

picturesque spot.   

 

 
 

 
Options for the future of the Reserve 

 

Access to the Reserve 

 
Any future development is reliant on the provision of safe vehicle access and egress to and 

from the site.  Once this is provided, the Reserve could be developed for the benefit of the 
local community and visitors.  It is ideally placed to provide facilities for local sports, 

recreational and community events such as farmers markets and gala days.  Other uses could 
include an overnight stop for camper vans and rest area for travellers. 

 
Safe Reserve access will allow for increased recreational use and development and the safety 

of the Reserve’s users. Improving access issues will also extends the potential of the Reserve 

and its contribution to local tourism development.  

 
All traffic options for access and egress into and out of the Tirau Domain require approval, 

design, commitment and funding from NZTA and should be investigated through talks with 
NZTA. There is no easy solution to access and each of the proposed options has significant cost 

implications. Several options for access have been considered over many years and these 

include the following; 
 

1. If a roundabout at the corner of SH1 and SH5 was to be considered by NZTA to reduce 

accidents, a new vehicle access into the Tirau Domain could be incorporated at the same 

time. This option should provide the safe access and egress into the Reserve that is 
required, as well as enhance the safety of vehicles using the intersection from both 

highways.  It would allow for good way finding to the site and visibility from the passing 
traffic on both SH1 and SH5. The internal roading arrangements would have to be 

adapted to any new State Highway access improvements. 

 

 
2.     Slip Road Option when approaching the site from the south.  A northbound slip road with 

a left turn into the site, together with a right turning bay from the north is another 
possible option.  The approach from the south is constrained to some extent by an 

embankment and private ownership of the adjacent land. Turning right from the site onto 
SH1 is problematic. 

 
3. There is potential for a road extension to one of the existing public roads in the vicinity of 

the Castle. This option has considerable constraints including; the railway line, Oraka 

stream and private land ownership.  The benefits include a safe low speed entry to the 

Tirau Domain and a very positive connection with the centre of town for local community 
and visitors.  There maybe potential for future subdivision and growth in conjunction with 

any new roading and the opportunity to enhance the use of the Domain as a 
neighbourhood park/open space. 

 

4. As an immediate improvement to access, a cattlestop could be provided at the Pony Club 

building entrance as well as a fence along the base of the terrace with a further gate.  
During events this would allow quick entry off the highway by vehicles helping to keep 

the access directly off SH1 clear.  Active management of traffic off the highway during 

events should be encouraged.   
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Pedestrian Access Development Option 
 

A pedestrian/cycle walkway is proposed to link the town centre to the domain. This walk could 

be developed in conjunction with any of the traffic options above as a stand alone or interim 

means of linking the town and domain. 
 

It is proposed that a walk/cycleway be developed from the corner of SH1 and Okoroire Street 
via Okoroire Road until it intersects Oraka Stream.  At this point the walkway would continue 

along the steam, under the existing SH1 Bridge and onto the Domain at its western boundary.  

 

A return route to the town centre via the Castle would cross the stream via a new pedestrian 
bridge and an overhead pedestrian bridge over the railway line to a pathway which takes 

pedestrians to the Castle. From this location pedestrians/cyclists return along existing 
footpaths and local roads into town.  This proposed section of the walkway/cycle has the 

potential for significant development costs, land ownership issues, safe access across the 
railway line and the need for a pedestrian bridge crossing. 

 
There are considerable benefits, and some constraints, regarding the proposed round trip route 

for pedestrians and cyclists which would link the town with the open space of the Domain.  

Some of these benefits and constraints include; 

 
Benefits: 

 
1. Creating a safe and environmental friendly pedestrian/cycle route linking the town and 

domain for local community and visitors. 

 
2. Restoration of the stream and stream margins. 

 

3. Potential to increase the use of the domain through sponsored walks, marathons, cycle 

rallies etc. 
 

4. Round trip with an interesting mix of landscape character including urban footpath, 
children’s playground on Okoroire Street, steam edge walk, open space at the domain, 

pedestrian bridge and railway crossing and the link to town via the Castle and local 

residential streets. 

 
5. Part of the proposed walkway is in place including the existing footpath on Okoroire, safe 

railway crossing for pedestrians and potential availability of the road reserve to the 
stream crossing. 

 
6. The walkway along the stream would require some investigation but could be an ideal 

project for the local community with potential for sponsorship. 
 

7. Potential for low development costs and planning/ownership issues for the Okoroire Road 

and Oraka Stream section of the proposed route and therefore the potential to proceed 

within a short timeframe. 
 

8. Ideal project for the local community with potential for sponsorship. 
 

Constraints; 

  

1. High cost of the proposed return route including; land ownership, stream and railway line 
crossing. 

 

2. Constructing a walkway with an appropriate gradient from the stream to the vicinity of 
the castle. 
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3. High embankment on the road reserve just prior to the Okoroire Road crossing Oraka 
Stream. 

 

 

Retention of the Reserve 
 

If access issues are an insurmountable barrier to enjoyment and development of the Tirau 
Reserve, then acquisition of more suitable land for recreation could be considered closer to the 

township.  This may well be cheaper than a roundabout, and provide better amenities for 

visitors and locals than at present. 

 
Reserve Development 

 
The following development options for the Reserve have been identified: 

 

Strategy Actions Benefits to the 

Community 

Priority 

Maintain the 

Reserve with 

existing 
facilities 

• Addition of signs portraying 

historic information of the 

Reserve  
• Disposal of the bowling club 

buildings 

• Improve signage of the 

Reserve  

Provides an open green 

space for the 

community and uses 
the high profile location 

for promotion 

High 

Improve usage 

and 
appreciation of 

the lower area 

adjacent to the 

Oraka Stream 

• Develop a rest area with 

picnic facilities and 
playground area. The 

Bowling Club could be used 

as toilet facilities for the 

area.   
• Develop an area suitable for 

campervan accommodation 
which is growing in 

demand. Initially vehicle 

parking could be provided, 

and then as demand is 
proven, facilities could be 

developed.  The former 
Bowling Club building could 

be used as a utility building, 

but this is not a 

requirement initially.  
Campervan parking could 

be provided near the 

Bowling Club building 
and/or down by the stream. 

• Develop the Reserve as a 
centre for equine 

recreational activity – 
attract further clubs such as 

Polo and Polo Crosse to join 
the Tirau Pony Club into 

developing the facility for 

recreation and events 

relating to horses 

• Motor homes and rest 

area: Provides a 
scenic area with the 

potential to become 

an exceptional 

community facility 
and possible tourist 

attraction. Extends 
accommodation 

available in Tirau.   

Must be balanced 

with other 
commercial motor 

home facilities in 
Putaruru and 

Okoroire.  May need 

an attendant. 

• Horse events; 
improves use of the 

Reserve and extends 

an existing use – 
terms of the grazing 

lease may need to be 
altered 

High 

Linking the 

Reserve with 
Tirau township 

• Develop a possible walkway 

from the Reserve and into 
Tirau via the Oraka Stream.  

Links the Reserve with 

the Tirau Community to 
allow for increased use 

High 
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(see notes 
below) 

The Plan notes one possible 
route and there may be 

others.  Any route would 

need thorough 

investigation, and consent 
of the community and 

affected parties. 

and possible tourist 
attraction.  The Tirau 

Concept Plan adopted 

by the District Council 

also notes the need to 
link the Reserve with 

the township 
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APPENDIX ONE 

 
THE HISTORY OF CLASSIFICATION OF THE TIRAU RESERVE 

 
In 1915, 1.9253 hectares of the Domain was set aside for the purpose of a temporary 

recreation reserve.  The Domain was extended in 1929 where two lots, 0.1189 hectares 
(originally a stopped road) and 1.1255 hectares, were added for recreational purposes.  In 

1961 the Domain was added to once again with the addition of 2.4878 hectares bringing the 

total area to around 5.6575 hectares. In 1979 all of the land above mentioned was classified 

as a Reserve for recreational purposes. In that same year a portion of the Domain was set 
aside for the use of road, namely 0.0106 hectares.  

 
Classification of the Reserve was firstly gazetted in 1908 (New Zealand Gazette, pg 1,784) 

where Section 2 was reserved for the use of the Department of Agriculture.  In 1915 (New 

Zealand Gazette, pg 2,940) a portion of road in the Domain was declared to be a Government 

road under the Public Works Act 1908 with its approximate area being 0.1189 hectares (this 
was later known to be Lot 1 of Section 12, Block II PNSD as shown in figure two).  In the same 

year this piece of land was gazetted (pg 3,095) and declared to be stopped as it was no longer 
required for the purpose of a road and was later declared (New Zealand Gazette, pg 3,410) to 

be Crown land. 

 

Following this Section 11, as shown in Figure One, was declared to be a temporary reserve for 
public use (New Zealand Gazette, pg 3,495).  One month later this land was officially bought 

under Part II of the Public Reserves and Domains Act 1908 and became known as the Tirau 
Domain (New Zealand Gazette, pg 3,495).  The Domain was to be managed, administered, 

and dealt with as a public domain.  Originally this land was more or less 1.9253 hectares as 

shown in Figure One. 

 
                             

                              
 
Figure One: Original Tirau Domain in 1915 at 1.9,253 hectares; area adjacent was 

also owned by the Agricultural Department. 

 

In May of 1926 it was gazetted (New Zealand Gazette, pg 1,370) that Lot 1 of Section 12 Block 
II of the PNSD being 0.1189 hectares should be reserved from sale.  The purpose for which the 

land became reserved was for the use of the Department of Agriculture.  
 

In 1929, the purpose of Lot 1 of Section 12 and Lot 1 of Section 2 were gazetted (New Zealand 

Gazette, pg 796) and changed from Class II of the Second Schedule of the Public Reserves Act, 

Section 11 Block 
II Patetere North 
Survey District 



 

 

16  

 Tirau Reserve Management Plan 
 

 

being set apart for the use of the Department of Agriculture, to being appropriated for 
recreation purposes within Class III of the before Second Schedule of the Public Reserves Act. 

 

These two lots of land were then brought under the operation of and declared to be subject to 

the provisions of Part II of the Public Reserves, Domains and National Parks Act 1928 as 
gazetted in 1929 (New Zealand Gazette, pg 1,054).  This newly added land formed part of the 

Tirau Domain and was dealt with as a public domain by the Tirau Domain Board as gazetted in 
1930 (New Zealand Gazette, pg 1,128). The total area of the Domain was now 3.1697 

hectares. This allowed the Domain to become extended where two lots were added for 

recreational purposes as shown in Figure Two.   

 
 

 
 

 
Figure Two: Tirau Domain in 1929 with the added sections; Lot 1 of Section 12 

(0.1189 ha) and Lot 1 of Section 2 (1.1255 ha) extended the original Tirau Domain.  
 

In 1934 the reservation over the Domain for Lot 2 of 12 and Lot 2 of 2 by the Department of 

Agriculture was cancelled and became vested in the Crown (New Zealand Gazette, pg 882.  

This cancelled the remaining land of Section 2 which then became Section 13, Block II PNSD.  
This gazetted notice also cancelled the remaining portion of Section 12, namely lot 2 of Section 

12, and hence became Section 14.  Section 12 was originally a closed road as stated 

previously.  In summary, the remaining land in Section 2 (lot 2 of 2) became Section 13 and 

the remaining land in Section 12 (lot 2 of 12) became Section 14. 
 

In 1961, Section 28 (formerly part of Section 13 and 14) was declared to be a public domain 
to form part of the Tirau Domain and was to be administered as a public domain by the Tirau 

Domain Board (New Zealand Gazette, pg 787). This meant an increase in area of the Domain 

as shown in Figure Three. 

 

Lot I of Section 
12, Block II 
PNSD and was 
originally a 
government 
road as 
explained 
above. 

Lot 1 of Section 2 
Block II of PNSD. 

1.1255 
ha. 

0.1189 ha 
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 Tirau Reserve Management Plan 
 

 

 
 

Figure Three: Shows the Tirau Reserve as it is Today (2007)  
 

The Reserves Act 1977 came into force 1 January 1977 with the Reserves and Domains Act 

1953 being repealed.  The Reserves Act 1977 also provided in Section 2 that the definition of 

“Reserve or Public Reserve” includes “any land that was immediately before the 
commencement of this Act was a domain or public domain within the meaning of the Reserves 

and Domains Act 1953”. 

 

At the end of 1979 the Tirau Domain and all sections within it were classified and gazetted as a 
reserve for recreation purposes. (New Zealand Gazette, 1979, pg 3,713).  

 
On 30 November 1979 it was decided that a piece of land containing 106 square meters on the 

northern part of Section 11 was to be set aside for road after 13 December 1979 (now the 

corner of SH1 and SH5 Rotorua turnoff) (New Zealand Gazette, 1979, pg 3,832).  

 
In 1989, an area in the Reserve was designated as limited access road consisting of 0.0715 

hectares so that part of SH1 at its intersection with SH5 could be reconstructed to improve 
visibility and enhance turning manoeuvres to reduce the number of accidents occurring at the 

intersection. This was gazetted (New Zealand Gazette, 2,484) as an Order in Council for Local 

Government Reorganisation. 
 


