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Aniwaniwa Reserve 
 

        
Figure 1 Photo of Aniwaniwa Reserve  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

Figure 2 Aerial of Aniwaniwa Reserve  
 

Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 

The Aniwaniwa Reserve is located on Horahora Road on the eastern banks of Lake 
Karapiro immediately north of the Pokaiwhenua Stream. Access is from Horahora road 
which is approximately 5 km south of State Highway 1.  The Reserve is situated on a flat 
to easy rolling grassed river terrace approximately 6m elevation above Lake Karapiro. 
The embankments to the lake, wetlands and stream are steep with an average 1:1 slope 
and vegetated with a mix of native and exotic species. Significant wetlands surround the 
site. 

 
Figure 3 Location of Aniwaniwa Reserve 
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History 
Aniwaniwa Reserve was formerly known as Pokaiwhenua Reserve due to its location 
adjacent to the Pokaiwhenua Stream. The name change occurred in 1976 in recognition 
of the name Aniwaniwa appearing on old maps of the area.  Aniwaniwa was a crossing 
place of the Waikato River and was used frequently by Maori and European settlers. The 
river was originally spanned by a single tree; subsequently a bridge was erected in 1880.  
 
The reserve later became the site of the Horahora Village and the now submerged Power 
Station lies immediately offshore from the reserve. The Horahora Power Station was 
constructed and operated by the Waihi Gold Company in 1913 and was the first hydro 
electric power station in New Zealand. The station’s capacity was 6,400 kw and this was 
subsequently increased after government purchase in 1919. Horahora remained 
operational until it was submerged on the 4th of April 1947, with the flooding of Lake 
Karapiro. Today only a large concrete reservoir and scattered pieces of turbines reflect 
this history. 
The concept of forming a reserve at Aniwaniwa was first put to the Matamata County 
Council in 1966 by the Auckland Acclimatisation Society which requested the Council to 
form a reserve at the site of the old Horahora Power Station. Negotiations with the New 
Zealand Electricity Department, who own the land, indicated that the land was under 
lease until 1975 and that they were not interested in terminating those leases. It was 
suggested that the Acclimatisation Society or the Matamata County Council could consider 
acquiring the remaining term of leases in which case New Zealand Electricity Department 
would favourably regard use of the site for recreational purposes. Agreement was 
eventually reached that the leases should be allowed to run their term but that upon 
expiry the area would be vested in Matamata County Council for secondary use 
recreation.  
 
In 1974 the Matamata County Council expressed a wish to have control of several areas 
of New Zealand Electricity Department land, situated in the Horahora area between 
Arapuni Rd and the Lakeshore which at that stage was vested for secondary use as a 
recreational reserve. As a result, in November of 1975, the control and management of 
some 8.2 ha of New Zealand Electricity land was vested in the Matamata County Council. 
This was then developed by the Council and renamed Aniwaniwa Reserve. In 1979 a 
further offer of 4.1617 ha was offered for lease to the MCC by the New Zealand Electricity 
Department situated on the south side of the Pokaiwhenua stream mouth adjacent to the 
Horahora Rd however the Council declined the lease but requested that they may be 
interested at a later stage. In 1982 further land amounting to 16.2 ha situated adjacent 
to the northern boundary of the Reserve, was offered for lease by the Zealand Electricity 
Department.  This was subject to the land being used for secondary use as a recreation 
reserve. Once again the Council advised the Zealand Electricity Department that it would 
not be interested at this stage but would consider doing so in the future.  
 
Thus originally a total of 28ha was offered by the New Zealand Electricity Department to 
Council for recreation purposes to date. Only 8.2ha has been considered appropriate for 
recreation purposes. The remaining areas are currently grazed or fenced for lake shore 
protection purposes  
 
In March 1994 J McGregor of the Matamata Freshwater Anglers Club submitted to the 
South Waikato District Council the possibility of providing a concrete boat ramp at the 
mouth of the Pokaiwhenua Stream. However, as the reserve was not open to the public at 
this stage and it was not clear whether there was enough demand for use to justify this 
extensive development the submission was denied. File notes state that the reserve was 
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not open to public use (1994).  In 1995 council consented to uplifting the secondary use 
over the Reserve.   
 
There are no classified heritage sites located within the Reserve. However this site has 
historical significance to both Maori and European settlers being an important crossing 
point of the Waikato River. It is also the location for New Zealand’s first hydro electric 
power station.  
 
Purpose, Use and User Groups 

The purpose of the Reserve is to provide a large open space for informal passive and 
active recreational use for the public and for the protection of the natural environment 
and beauty of the countryside.  Currently the reserve is unavailable for public use due to 
its inaccessibility.  However, there are proposals that will be opened to the public in the 
near future. 
 
 
Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 

Pt 46 DP 3078 8.0000 
Recreation Reserve 
(Secondary Use) 

NZ GAZ 1975 pg 2540; 
NZ GAZ 1995 pg 4795 

Pt 47 DP 3078 0.2100 
Recreation Reserve 
(Secondary Use) 

NZ GAZ 1975 pg 2540; 
NZ GAZ 1995 pg 4795 

 
Classification 
Pursuant to section 37 of the Public Works Amendment Act 1948, the Minister of Works 
and Development authorised the land of Pt 46 and 47 DP 3078 which was previously held 
for the development of water power and electricity works (Lake Taupo and the Waikato 
River water power scheme) to recreation purposes, which was to be its secondary use. 
The control and management of the land was at this stage vested to the Matamata 
County Council (NZ Gazette 1975, pg 2540). Control and management of the reserve was 
vested in Matamata County Council, and so ‘inherited’ by the South Waikato District 
Council. 
 
The area is not a reserve in terms of the Reserve Act 1977 but council had adopted a 
management plan format for administration purposes. However, it was classified by the 
council as a Recreation Reserve and met the criteria under Section 17 of the Reserves 
Act.  
 
In 1995 council consented to uplifting the secondary use over the Reserve pursuant to 
section 191(8) of the Public Works Act 1981. This allowed for the revocation of recreation 
purposes as a secondary use of the land (NZ Gazette 1995, pg 4795). This revocation of 
reserve status was necessary to allow a transferral of land from the Crown to ECNZ. This 
was in order to establish operating easements over this land in favour of ECNZ (now 
Mighty River Power). The Crown then proposed that the Council take full ownership of this 
area as a Recreation Reserve. The land has since been declared as Crown land (NZ 
Gazette 1996 pg 457) and its ownership is shared between the Council and Land 
Information New Zealand.  
 
Future Options for the Reserve 
The Aniwaniwa Reserve is an attractive rural reserve with a strong focus on the Waikato 
River.  It has historical significance for both Maori and Pakeha New Zealanders, as 
described above.  There is potential for the reserve to be developed and become a key 
recreational destination for visitors and locals alike.  Options include: 
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• Signage which will identify the entry to the reserve for visitors. 
• Facilities such as a boat ramp, jetty, boat and trailer parking.   
• Environmentally friendly toilets could be placed at appropriate locations 

throughout the reserve.   
• An Interpretation Plaza would provide the “Heart for the Aniwaniwa Reserve” for 

visitors, by focussing on the interpretation of the history of the site and the 
flooding of the Horahora Power Station, using robust vandal proof, mixed media 
material which could include photos, local stories, text and model and details in 
paving.   

• Walkways around the reserve, including access to the Island Wetland, and future 
links to the Waikato River Trail.   

• Future planting of the reserve with a variety of indigenous and exotic plantings, 
which would reflect the residential nature of the former village, also further 
planting of Kahikatea in the wetland area.  

• Future development in the Reserve to provide suitable sites for freedom campers. 
• Road side marker pole (small shield like scenic highways) for River Walkway site. 
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Dunham’s Creek Reserve 

 

  
Figure 1 Photo of Dunham’s Creek Reserve Figure 2 Aerial of Dunham’s Creek Reserve  
 
 
 
 

Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 
The reserve is located on Ongaroto Road (SH32) and is on the foreshore of Lake 
Whakamaru, which makes it more appealing to users than Snowsills Reserve which is 
located nearby. There is a mobility trail and board walk leading through a section of 
native bush which is the start of the section of the River Trail between Dunham’s Creek 
and Dunham’s Point Reserves.  It is a rural style reserve, with a relatively flat area and 
provides easy off road access and access to the lake for swimming.   Although there is no 
boat ramp on the reserve, there is one nearby at Dunham’s Point, it is also close to 
Whakamaru Reserve.  There is a long drop toilet on the reserve.  It is a strategic link in 
the Waikato River Trail and provides a stopping off point for walkers.  As the lake is part 
of the Waikato hydro power system the lake level is not constant.  There is also a 
waterfall on the reserve which emerges from a culvert. 
 

 
Figure 3 Location of Dunham’s Creek Reserve 

 

Purpose, Use and User Groups 
The purpose of the Reserve is to provide an open space for informal passive and active 
recreational use for the public and for travellers and walkers along the River Trail.  It is 
primarily used by travellers as a picnic spot.   
 
Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
Section of Pt Lot 1 DP 
22243 0.312669 Recreational Reserve 

N/A 

*The reserve is a small part of the section. 
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Classification 
The Reserve has been zoned as a recreational reserve in the District Plan. 
 

Future Options for the Reserve 
• Rather than replacing the existing toilet on this reserve it could be removed as the 

Waikato River Trails Trust are looking to provide their own facilities along the River 
Trail which negate the need for a toilet in this location.  Funding allocated for this 
replacement in the 2009 – 2019 LTCCP could be used to provide further toilets at 
the nearby Dunham Point Reserve. 

• Clear further areas along the river edge to improve access to the water. 
• Provide road side pole with shield (like scenic highways) to denote access to River 

Trail.  
• Maintain and enhance existing bush line with appropriate lowland forest species 

such as Astelia, tree fern and Coprosma. 
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Dunham’s Point Reserve 

 

           
Figure 1 Photo of Dunham’s Point   

 

  
 

Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 
Dunham’s Point is situated on Lake Whakamaru with access from Ongaroto Road, 
approximately 42 kilometres from Tokoroa. It is within 12 kilometres from SH1 and SH27 
and also within 2 kilometres of Snowsill and Dunham’s Creek Reserves.  It is adjacent to 
the Christian Camp on Ongaroto Road.  There is an appealing entrance to the reserve 
with lovely views of the river, and it is a good area for camping with large grassed areas, 
planting and contours dividing it into many sites. There are long drop toilets on the 
reserve.  The highway is not visible from the reserve making it private and enhancing its 
appeal to the public.  There is a great view of the bluffs on the other side of the river and 
groups of unusual rocks in the river can also be seen.  It is also a strategic link into the 
Waikato River Trail.  It is of high scenic value and has both boat access and direct access 
to a ski lane. It is the only Council administered lake access in the southwest of the 
District. The access road is graded annually.  
 

 
Figure 2 Location of Dunham’s Point   

 
 
Purpose, Use and User Groups 

The purpose of the Reserve is to provide a large open space for informal passive and 
active recreational use for the public, to access Lake Whakamaru, and to protect other 
environments in the area.  Dunham’s Point has high usage especially so during the 
summer months by campers and day trippers enjoying the easy access to the river.  It is 
also visited by walkers on their way along the Waikato River Trail. 
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Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 

Pt Lot 4 DP 22243 1.4141  

NZ GAZ 1968 pg 994; 
NZ GAZ 1995 pg 4795; 
NZ GAZ 1996 pg 457 

Pt Lot 1 DP 22243 4.5704  

NZ GAZ 1968 pg 994; 
NZ GAZ 1995 pg 4795; 
NZ GAZ 1996 pg 457 

Total Area: 5.9845 ha 
 

Classification 
Dunham’s Point is Crown owned land having been taken for water power development in 
1958 pursuant to the Public Works Act 1928. This area was later authorised for secondary 
use as a recreation reserve (NZ Gazette 1968, pg 994). Originally Pt Lot 4 and 1 DP 
22243.  Control and management of the reserve was vested in Matamata County Council, 
and so ‘inherited’ by the South Waikato District Council in 1989. 
 
The area is not a reserve in terms of the Reserve Act 1977 but Council had adopted a 
management plan format for administration purposes. However, it was classified by the 
Council as a Recreation Reserve and meets the criteria under Section 17 of the Reserves 
Act.  
 
In 1995 Council consented to uplifting the secondary use over the Reserve pursuant to 
section 191(8) of the Public Works Act 1981. This allowed for the revocation of recreation 
purposes as a secondary use of the land (NZ Gazette 1995, pg 4795). This revocation of 
reserve status was necessary to allow a transferral of land from the Crown to ECNZ. This 
was in order to establish operating easements over this land in favour of ECNZ (now 
Mighty River Power). The Crown then proposed that the Council take full ownership of this 
area as a Recreation Reserve. The land has since been declared as Crown land (NZ 
Gazette 1996 pg 457). 

  
Future Options for the Reserve 
It is recommended to retain the Reserve largely as it, with some upgrading to improve its 
efficiency and use. 

• Promote more actively as a camping facility. 
• Upgrade toilets to composting or vault toilets. 
• Dig out the wet area in the middle and use as a drainage catchment pond and 

plant with appropriate wetland species. Carex secta, Phormium, rush. 
• Investigate the possibility of a water supply.  
• Maintain current levels of service. 
• Retain the areas of open space – control re-growth. 
• Provide road side pole/ shield to denote access to River Trail.  
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Jones Landing 

 

 
Figure 1 Photo of Jones Landing    Figure 2 Aerial of Jones Landing 

 
Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 
Jones’ Landing is located on the Waikato River and is 27 kilometres west of Putaruru with 
access from Lake Arapuni Road. It is a very attractive reserve with a large flat area of 
grass along the river edge and a small hill on the northern edge of the Reserve enclosing 
a small still backwater of the Waikato River. The significant rock bluffs dominate the view 
to the north and emphasize the importance of the site as part of the Waikato River Trail. 
This trail is of strategic importance for visitors and will be approximately 100km long 
when completed. Facilities include; toilets, boat ramp, playground equipment and a jetty.   
In the winter the grassed area becomes very damp.  The water supply for the toilets 
comes from an adjacent property. 
 

 
Figure 3 Location of Jones Landing 

History  
The reserve was originally developed as a combined project between the Matamata 
County Council and the Putaruru Jaycees in 1969 to build a boat ramp and toilet block.1 
 
Purpose, Use and User Groups 
The purpose of the Reserve is to provide a large open space for informal passive and 
active recreational use for the public and access to the Waikato River.  It is a popular site 
for campers and boaties in the summer and the long weekends.  The inland location of 
the South Waikato and the distance from the coast makes access to the rivers and lakes 
in the district important for recreational use for residents.  It also has potential as a site 
for any future commercial river operator to call into.  It has been used as part of the 
Putaruru Water Festival as a location for various water based events. 

                                                   
1 V Scheres, Home of the Owl 116.  
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Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 

Pt Waotu North 1A 4.0314 N/A 
; NZ GAZ 1995 pg 4795; 
NZ GAZ 1996 pg 457 

 
Classification 
The area is not a reserve in terms of the Reserve Act 1977 but council had adopted a 
management plan format for administration purposes. However, it was classified by the 
Council as a Recreation Reserve and meets the criteria under Section 17 of the Reserves 
Act. 
 
In 1995 council consented to uplifting the secondary use over the Reserve pursuant to 
section 191(8) of the Public Works Act 1981. This allowed for the revocation of recreation 
purposes as a secondary use of the land (NZ Gazette 1995, pg 4795). This revocation of 
reserve status was necessary to allow a transferral of land from the Crown to ECNZ. This 
was in order to establish operating easements over this land in favour of ECNZ (now 
Mighty River Power). The Crown then proposed that the Council take full ownership of this 
area as a Recreation Reserve. The land has since been declared as Crown land (NZ 
Gazette 1996 pg 457)  
 

Future Options for the Reserve 
It is recommended to upgrade the facilities at the Reserve to improve the area and 
services available to campers and boaties.  

• Jones Landing would be an ideal place to develop a more formal freedom camping 
area in the District. 

• Fill and re-grade the river edge and other low areas to maximise use of the 
riverside throughout the year.  

• Explore the potential to acquire land to the north of the reserve to develop as 
overflow camping in the summer (with port-a-coms) and graze during the winter. 

• Maintain picnic tables.  
• Refurbish toilets. 
• Refurbish the jetty. 
• Carry out strategically placed trees to provide shelter and enhance the appearance 

of the reserve. 
• River trail marker poles 
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Little Waipa Reserve 

 

 
Figure 1 Photo of Little Waipa Reserve  Figure 2 Aerial of Little Waipa Reserve  
 
Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 
The reserve is located on the Waikato River and is currently the northern most point of 
the Waikato River Trail.  There is good access to a small sandy beach on the river edge 
and a boat ramp which is in reasonable condition, upgraded by ElectriCorp New Zealand 
1993.  It has an open area that can be used for camping and has an English park-like 
ambiance with specimen trees providing shelter.  The access road is unsealed and can 
become dusty in summer, however, this is not considered to be a nuisance. 
 

 
Figure 3 Location of Little Waipa Reserve 

History 
Little Waipa Reserve is one of the first areas of park land acquired by the Matamata 
County Council in 1960 for the sum of £402. It is a reflection of how the then County 
Council viewed the importance of retaining and protecting areas of land for public use.  
 
Purpose, Use and User Groups 
The purpose of the Reserve is to provide a large open space for informal passive and 
active recreational use for the public and for the protection of the natural environment 
and beauty of the countryside.  It is a popular site for campers and boaties in the 
summer. 
 
Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
Sec 2 Blk VIII Maungatautari 
SURVEY DISTRICT 1.1912 Recreation Reserve 

NZ GAZ 1980 pg 2412 

 

                                                   
2 Kai Jensen, Crucible of Change: Matamata County Council 1950-1983 (MCC; 1984) 97. 
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Classification 
It is owned by the South Waikato District Council. The Reserve has been classified for 
recreation purposes pursuant to the Reserves Act 1977. 
 
Future Options for the Reserve 
It is recommended that the Reserve be maintained in its current state, with some 
upgrading to improve its efficiency and use.  

• Continue to provide current levels of service. 
• Upgrade the existing toilets (the existing ones are caving in) with either 

composting or vault toilets. 
• Remove weeds and plant up along the banks with appropriate species to tidy the 

edge up and retain the views. Phormium, Carex secta, Astelia. 
• Retain existing specimen trees for shelter/shade 
• River Trail marker poles 
• This reserve is again an ideal location to promote as a destination for freedom 

camping within the District. 
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Snowsill Reserve 
 

   
Figure 1 Photo of Snowsill Reserve  Figure 2 Aerial of Snowsill Reserve  
 

Reserve Location, Description and Significant Features 
The reserve is located on Ongaroto Road approximately 100 metres from Dunham's Point 
and is a small flat area adjacent to the Waikato River.  It comprises a carpark, with 
surrounding grass and plantings.  It has the appearance of a large lay-by and the ground 
is relatively free draining.  It provides limited access to the Waikato River and is very 
open and exposed to the road.  There is no boat ramp.  It is the southern most public 
access to the Waikato River Trail.  Council mows the reserve 5 times per year, however 
the aesthetic appeal is low.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Figure 3 Location of Snowsill Reserve  
 

Purpose, Use and User Groups 
The purpose of the Reserve is to provide an open space for informal passive and active 
recreational use for the public.  It is primarily used by the travelling public as a picnic 
stop. 
 

Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
Section of Pt Lot 1 DP 22243 0.186406 Recreational Reserve N/A 

*The reserve is a small part of the section. 
 

Classification 
The Reserve has been classified for recreation purposes pursuant to the Reserves Act 
1977. 
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Future Options for the Reserve 
It is recommended to upgrade the site to improve facilities for walkers along the River 
Trail, and to improve its aesthetic appeal.   

• Provide a map of the River Trail at the site. 
• Retain existing road access and grass areas for parking and walkers using the trail. 
• More planting on the rise to the north, and frame the existing open space with 

planting appropriate to the site.  
• Retain Snowsill Reserve as a strategic point along the River Trail. There is no value 

in disposing of the land. 
• Provide River Trail marker pole at road edge.  
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Whakamaru Reserve 

 

 
Figure 1 Photo of Whakamaru Reserve     Figure 2 Aerial of Whakamaru Reserve 

 
Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 
The reserve is a long narrow strip of land between Ongaroto Road and the Waikato River, 
near the Whakamaru Dam. The reserve provides limited but attractive access to the 
Waikato River.  There is a boat ramp at the northern end, and a small beach area at the 
southern end of the reserve.  It has a number of open grassed areas for camping and is 
used extensively by campers over the summer. The large number of mature trees 
provides screening and a sense of seclusion. Facilities also include picnic tables which are 
prone to vandalism and several long drop toilets.  There is no water supply on the 
reserve, which can limit camping activity.  It provides another strategic link in the 
Waikato River walkway. 
 

 
Figure 3 Location of Whakamaru Recreation Reserve  

History 
The reserve was formerly known as the Carter Holt Harvey Recreation Area 
(Whakamaru). The land consists of some Crown land which was originally under LINZ 
administration but subject to an operating easement in favour of Mighty River Power Ltd. 
This easement is the predominant use of the land and any other uses will be secondary. 
Carter Holt Harvey also owns some land within the reserve.  
 
However, in 2001 the South Waikato District Council proposed to Land Information New 
Zealand, Mighty River Power and Carter Holt Harvey that they take over the management 
and administration of the reserve. They submitted that they would keep access to the 
boat ramp open, take over management of the road which passes through Carter Holt 
Harvey land and Crown land, and take over maintenance of the Crown land between 
Carter Holt Harvey land and the lake edge. This was approved by all three and as it 
stands Council now administers and manages the reserve.  
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In 2002 the old access from Ongaroto Rd to the Whakamaru boat ramp was re-opened 
with costs and maintenance administered by Mighty River Power. This agreement 
between Mighty River Power and the Council was necessary as Carter Holt Harvey advised 
council of their intention to close the existing boat ramp access because it crossed private 
company land.  
 

Purpose, Use and User Groups 
The purpose of the Reserve is to provide a large open space for informal passive and 
active recreational use for the public and to allow access to the Waikato River.  It has 
high use in the summer by campers, boaties and day visitors for picnics. 
 
Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
Pt Whakamaru Maungaiti 14.3749 N/A N/A 

 
User Groups 
Group use in the past has included: 

• Clive Water Ski Club (1990) 
• Whakamaru Water Ski Association (1991) 
• South Waikato Dragon Boat Club (1996: use for Regatta’s) 

 
Lessees 
There is no current lease in this site. 
 
Future Options for the Reserve 
It is recommended that this Reserve be maintained in its present state, with gradual 
upgrading of the toilet and water facilities to improve usability for camping.  

• Replace existing longdrop toilets with composting or vault toilets. 
• Keep one toilet block open all year and provide 2 more sets over the summer peak 

season. 
• Look to provide a water source in the reserve for users.  
• Provide River Trail marker pole. 
• Upgrade picnic and rubbish facilities over the coming years to provide a better 

facility for users of the reserve. 
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Carson’s Bush  
 

  
Figure 1 Photo of Carson’s Bush Reserve  Figure 2 Aerial of Carson’s Bush Reserve  
 
Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 
The reserve is located on private property and can be seen from a distance from the end 
of Waotu South Road.  It is land locked and not accessible to the public.  Environment 
Waikato is reinstating their possum control programme in the area.  South Waikato 
District Council does not currently undertake any maintenance on this reserve. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 3 Location of Carson’s Bush Reserve   

 

Purpose, Use and User Groups 
The purpose of the Reserve is to protect some of the natural environment and beauty of 
the District.  
 
Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
Lot 1 DPS 24149 3.363 N/A N/A 

 

Future for the Reserve 
It is recommended that the reserve be left in its current state.  
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Duxfield Reserve 
 

   
Figure 1 Photo of Duxfield Reserve  Figure 2 Aerial of Duxfield Reserve   
 

Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 
The reserve is located on Arapuni Road and is a long narrow strip of land, overlooking the 
Pokaiwhenua Stream with easy access and good off road parking. It is a very pleasant 
picnic area with some native and exotic trees providing shade. The most significant 
landscape feature is the waterfall which cascades over a rock shelf and is used by 
kayakers. Views of the waterfall are limited due to the pipe and wire safety barrier and 
steep drop into the stream.  

 
Figure 3 Location of Duxfield Reserve 

 

History 
The reserve was originally developed by the Putaruru Lions Club in 1973.3 
 

Purpose, Use and User Groups 
The purpose of the Reserve is to provide a large open space for informal passive and 
active recreational use for the public and for the protection of the natural environment 
and beauty of the countryside.  Currently it used for picnicking, and as access to the 
Pokaiwhenua Stream for fishing. 
 

Legal Description 
*there was no info on the Map Info programme about what section/lot this is 
Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
??? 1.34908 N/A N/A 

 

Future Options for the Reserve 

It is recommended to retain the Reserve largely as it is now, with some upgrading to 
improve its appeal and use.  

                                                   
3 V Scheres Home of the Owl 116 
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• Build viewing area for the waterfall, perhaps a platform cantilevered over the river.  
• Retain grass open space for picnics and informal activities to reflects the rural 

character of the adjacent landscape 
• In fill and replacement planting with native species such as Totara, Rimu and 

Matai. 
• Long term, plant stream edge and banks with Phormium and Astelia low growing 

species to retain views to waterfall. 
• Maintain at current levels of service 



 

 21  
 Rural Reserve Management Plan 
 

Fitzgerald Glade (Tukorehe Reserve)  
 

  
Figure 1 Photo of Fitzgerald Glade   Figure 2 Aerial of Fitzgerald Glade  
 
Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 
The reserve is located on State Highway 5 between Rotorua and Putaruru.  There are 
many mature trees of second growth podocarp forest on both sides of the road creating a 
canopy.  It is approximately 1 km long and is divided into two parts east and west of a 
café.  There are also a number of gullies in the reserve and it is backed by privately 
owned farmland.  There are no established trails through the bush; however, Council is 
able to access the reserve via the farmland with owner’s permission in order to carry out 
maintenance when needed.  The entire ‘glade’ is owned jointly by the South Waikato 
District Council, the local Marae and the Department of Conservation.  It is unique in that 
it will never be replicated due to more recent planning restrictions for safe roads; as such 
it has become an iconic part of SH 5.    The relationship between the owners, New 
Zealand Transport Agency (highway maintenance) and Environment Waikato (pest 
control) is currently informal.  The weed Wandering Jew is a problem which is 
exacerbated when the bush is thinned and becomes more open to sunlight.   
 
There is a memorial stone set into the bush on the northern side of the reserve honouring 
Tukorehe.4 
 

 
Figure 3 Location of Fitzgerald Glade (Tukorehe Reserve)  

 
History 
The reserve has its origins in the 1930s when local landowner’s donated land in order to 
preserve the bush area.  It was originally known as the Tapapa Native Bush Reserve, but 
was renamed Fitzgerald Glade after Maurice Fitzgerald, who was the Matamata County 
Engineer from 1923 until 1948 and had a keen interest in the preservation of native bush 

                                                   
4 In P Cummins Memories of Tirau: A history of Tirau (2006, Tirau Historical Society) 103 quoting from 
Eileen Barker the Centenary of Tapapa School.   
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and bird life.5.  The control for the reserve was vested in the Matamata County Council in 
1961.6  In 1973 the Matamata County Council approved the renaming of the area of bush 
surrounding Fitzgerald Glade to be called Tukorehe Scenic Reserve in honour of Tukorehe 
who was the “the ‘captain’ of the canoe which brought the ancestors of the local people to 
New Zealand”7   
 

Purpose, Use and User Groups 
The purpose of the Reserve is to protect a significant area of bush, and to provide a 
roadside area of significant appeal.  
 
Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
Lot 2 DPS 29315 2.9438 N/A N/A 
Pt Whaiti Kuranui 
2D4No12A 6.5153 

Scenic Reserve NZ GAZ 1980 pg 2195 

Sec 2 Blk IV Patetere 
Nth  0.4069 

N/A N/A 

Sec 3 Blk IV Patetere 
Nth  0.0586 

N/A N/A 

Sec 4 Blk IV Patetere 
Nth  0.1219 

N/A N/A 

Pt Whaiti Kuranui 
2D4No13B2A 4.3296 

Scenic Reserve NZ GAZ 1980 pg 2195 

Lot 3 DPS 29315 0.2059 N/A N/A 
Pt Whaiti Kuranui 
2D4No13A1 3.6421 

Scenic Reserve NZ GAZ 1980 pg 2195 

Pt Whaiti Kuranui 
2D4No15C1 5.356 

Scenic Reserve NZ GAZ 1980 pg 2195 

Pt Whaiti Kuranui 
2D4No15D1 4.755 

Scenic Reserve NZ GAZ 1980 pg 2195 

Sec I Blk IV Patetere 
Nth  8.6332 

Scenic Reserve NZ GAZ 1980 pg 2195 

 
Classification 
The Matamata County Council was originally appointed by the Crown to manage and 
control a portion of the Reserve.  As a result of the local authority amalgamations the 
management and control vested in the Matamata County Council passed to the South 
Waikato District Council in 1989. The original vesting is found in the NZ Gazette 1963 
p.500 and only applied to some areas of the Reserve on the northern side of State 
Highway 5.  
 
Future Options for the Reserve 

• It is recommended to maintain the reserve in its current condition because of its 
significance and iconic status.  

• Further infill planting of existing species is required to retain and enhance the 
quality of the existing ecosystem. 

 

                                                   
5 CW Vennell et al, Centennial History of Matamata Plains, 1951 (MCC) 199-200. 
6 Kai Jensen, Crucible of Change (1951, MCC) 97. 
7 In P Cummins Memories of Tirau: A history of Tirau (2006, Tirau Historical Society) 103 quoting from Eileen 
Barker the Centenary of Tapapa School.   
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• Some improvement in the governance structure to ensure the Reserve is protected 
and well managed indefinitely.  The relationships between the local marae, 
Environment Waikato, and the South Waikato District Council needs to be more 
formal and roles should be clarified to ensure that maintenance and pest 
management are carried out efficiently.   

• A memorandum of understanding is recommended. 
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Jim Barnett Reserve 

 

 
Figure 1 Photo of Jim Barnett Reserve   Figure 2 Aerial of Jim Barnett Reserve  
 
Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 
The reserve is located on Waotu South Road.  It is the only accessible example of intact 
native bush in the South Waikato.  A community committee made up of members from 
local families and members of New Zealand Forest and Bird Society looks after the 
reserve.  Gordon Stephenson has been very active in encouraging the development of 
this reserve. Facilities include a small camping area, picnic area, tap for water supply, two 
composting toilets and wheel chair access through a gate near the main entry.  There are 
a number of maintained tracks throughout the reserve with marked posts which link to 
worksheets for schools.  The planting on the reserve is showing signs of re-growth which 
is encouraging.  Periodic Detention has been active in doing maintenance on the reserve 
in recent times. 
 

 
Figure 3 Location of Jim Barnett Reserve   

 
History 
The reserve is composed of modified and regenerating forest. During the 1920’s the 
forest in this area was logged for the main podocarp species, and farm livestock 
subsequently had access until the reserve was established in 1992. The vegetation was 
extensively modified, first by the removal of millable trees of some species, secondly by 
browsing and grazing livestock, thirdly by browsing by the introduced Brush-tailed 
possum (Trichosurus vulpecula). These vegetation changes severely affected the avian 
assemblage with exotic mammalian predators of birds having a further disastrous affect 
(all of this information was gained from a Waikato University assignment by H Clifford 
“Jim Barnett Reserve- Comparison of Two Bird Survey Methods”). 
 
This resulted in 2001 a community project termed “Operation Robin” whereby the reserve 
was placed under intensive pest control by the Waotu community in order to get it into 
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condition fit for the return of the North Island Robin. For many years this robin had been 
absent from Waotu, due to possums, rats and other predators. As a result of the efforts 
of people in the community, most predators were controlled and the robins were able to 
be reintroduced back to Waotu.  Thirty robins were released into the Reserve and a 
neighbouring patch of bush on the 27th of May 2001.  In 2002 a Jim Barnett brochure was 
completed and distributed to information centres around New Zealand as well as schools, 
and other educational and community organisations within the South Waikato District.  
 
Purpose, Use and User Groups 

The purpose of the Reserve is to preserve a large area of native bush, provide access 
paths and information for the enjoyment of the public, provide a large open space for 
informal passive and active recreational use for the public and for the protection of the 
natural environment and beauty of the countryside.   
 
Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
Lot 2 DP 28078 0.7057 N/A N/A 
Pt Lot 3 DP 25793 16.6804 N/A N/A 

 

Lessees 
The land has previously been leased especially where the campsite is, mainly for grazing 
purposes  
 
Future Options for the Reserve 
It is recommended that this reserve be gradually developed due to its significance. 

• Small picnic area needs further planting with specimen trees;  
• The area at the bottom of the reserve is also due for replanting. 
• Funding is currently being sought by the committee to build a shelter.  
• Track to the Totara needs further maintenance. 
• Signage for the plant names needs upgrading. 
• Take out lupins by carpark fence and replant with under-planting to provide a 

more attractive entry. 
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SH5 Scenic Reserve (Hazelhurst Bush) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1 Aerial of Hazelhurst Bush 
 
Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 

The reserve is located near SH5 (between Tirau and Fitzgerald Glade).  It is a U shaped 
piece of land largely on a slope covered with regenerated native forest.  It is completely 
land locked and inaccessible to the public.  Environment Waikato currently controls 
possums on the reserve.  Council has recently completed fencing it however, does not 
undertake any maintenance.   
 

 
Figure 2 Location of SH 5 Scenic Reserve (Hazelhurst Bush) 

 
Purpose, Use and User Groups 
The purpose of the Reserve is to protect a significant stand of bush. 
 
Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
Lot 3 DPS 66363 2.605 N/A N/A 

 
Future Options for the Reserve 

• Hold for the long term. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 27  
 Rural Reserve Management Plan 
 

Walter Barnett Reserve 

 

  
Figure 1 Photo of Walter Barnett Reserve  Figure 2 Aerial of Walter Barnett Reserve 
 
Reserve Location Description and Significant Features 
The reserve is located on Waotu South Road.  It is an attractive area of ancient bush 
spanning both sides of the road, owned by the South Waikato District Council, no 
maintenance is undertaken at this reserve.  
 
History 
The bush is the remnants of a length of forest that once stretched from the south end of 
Waotu South Rd to the then (1990) Richardson’s farm on Lake Arapuni Road about 10km 
long by up to 1km wide.  It was an area of forest that for some reason was not destroyed 
by the 180 AD Taupo eruption.  It contained what was reputed to be the best stand of 
Totara in the country.  Hence the name Waotu “he Waotu tahi nga rakou” the special 
piece of bush that stands by itself.  The only piece of virgin bush left is on the Lamb 
property on Waotu South Rd.  Because of the superb quality of forest and the nearness to 
the Waikato River, the district has a rich and ancient Maori history, dating back 500 years 
to the pre-Ngati Raukawa days of Ngati Kahupungapunga.  There are many pa sites, and 
numerous settlements around the old margins of the bush.  About 10-15% of the forest 
remains and it gives Waotu its character and attractiveness.  Five areas are under 
covenant with QE11 National Trust, three areas are reserves and the rest has no formal 
protection.  The Bush on the Barnett farm is part of the biggest single remnant.  It is in 
remarkably good condition, except on the margins where it has been grazed.   In 1990 
Council was approached by Mr G Stephenson on behalf of Mr B Barnett about the possible 
sale of Walter Barnett Reserve to the South Waikato District Council. (All compiled by G 
Stephenson).  The reserve originally came under the control of the Matamata County 
Council in 1958.8 
 

  
Figure 3 Location of Walter Barnett Reserve  

                                                   
8 Kai Jensen, supra n 1. 
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Purpose, Use and User Groups 
The purpose of the Reserve is to protect a significant area of bush.  The reserve can be 
accessed from the road but doesn’t have any formed walkway access as such.  Pest 
control is completed at the same time as Jim Barnett Reserve. 
 
Legal Description 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
Lot 1 DP 28078 1.1306 Scenic Reserve NZ GAZ 1980 pg 1978 

 
Classification 

The Reserve has been classified as a scenic reserve pursuant to the Reserves Act 1977. 
 
Future Options for the Reserve 
It is recommended that this reserve be held for the long term in its present state.  


