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 Introduction 
 

The Management Plan for Matarawa Park has been prepared to enable 
clarification of the overriding management objectives and policies for the 

protection, development and ongoing maintenance of the Reserve over the long 

term.   The Plan is a tool by which information on the current development of the 

Reserve can be summarised, and future development proposals and maintenance 
requirements set out clearly.    

 
General policies of relevance to all reserves, including Matarawa Park are detailed 

in the document “South Waikato District Reserves Policy 2010” which needs to be 

read in conjunction with this Management Plan. 

 
 
Reserve Description 
 

This reserve provides a potentially beautiful setting with mature trees, access to a 

running stream and views of rocky outlooks over the water. 

 

Matarawa Park was at one stage, one of Tokoroa’s premier reserves and a key 

recreational facility within the district.  Of high visual appeal the land is 

predominantly flat with areas of gentle rolling pasture. There is room for three 

sports fields, and parking facilities are provided.  The boundary on the western 
side adjoins the Matarawa Esplanade Reserve system which connects to Lake 

Moananui to the south. The stream is 2-3 metres wide in places and narrows in at 
the northern end.  The southern boundary runs along Edward Street.  

 
 

 

 
 

Photograph One: View of the Matarawa Stream on the eastern boundary of the 
Reserve. 

 
Matarawa Park is located adjacent to a residential area, some distance from the 

centre of town. It is the residential location that contributes to the parks local 

community/ neighbourhood open space landscape character. Although the park 

forms part of the Matarawa Esplanade Walk and is known to the local community, 
it is not visible from any arterial road so does not have a significant general public 

profile. 
 

The large area of open space suggests informal local community sports activity 

and the Matarawa stream boundary with its smaller scale landscape provides a 

focus and link with other neighbourhoods along the Esplanade Reserve. 
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History 
 

The land for this reserve was set aside in the early 1960’s to be established as a 
recreational facility. The Park was named after the stream that runs on its 

western boundary.   Matarawa Park was originally used for rugby league and 

softball but due to underutilisation since the early 1990’s these activities were 

discontinued.  
 

Since 1994 various groups have looked to relocating to Matarawa Park, without 
success.  These have included the Tokoroa Canine Obedience Club, a scouts 

group, and organisations proposing a 9-hole golf course and mountain biking 

circuits. 

 
The toilet block located in the centre of Matarawa Park was demolished due to 

their intermittent use, poor aesthetic appeal, and vandalism and graffiti issues.   

 

 
Significant Landscape Features 
 

The key landscape feature is the large area of open space with mature specimen 

trees. Less visible, but very important to the park is the Matarawa Stream along 

its western boundary. A rock cascade provides a special focus and destination 
along this section of the Matarawa Esplanade Reserve from Lake Moana-nui to 

Cullen Crescent. Existing farmland along the western edge of the stream provides 
the visual backdrop to the park. 

 

 

Heritage Sites 
 

There are no heritage sites located on the Reserve. 
 

 

Location 
 

Matarawa Park is located on Edward Street where there is an entrance, with 

further access points on Margaret Street and Princess Beatrix Avenue.  

Pedestrians can also access the Park through the Matarawa Esplanade Reserve 
system along the stream bank. 

 

 
 

Figure One: Location of Matarawa Park, Tokoroa. 
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Purpose 
 

The purpose of the Reserve is to provide a large open space for passive and 
active recreational use; formal and informal. 

 

 

Use 
 

The current use of the reserve is informal; there are no formalised sport activities 
utilising this location. The general public use the park for walking and exercising 

dogs, and as a thoroughfare for walking along the stream bank.   

 

Matarawa Park is classified as a dog exercise area.  
 

 

Legal Description 

 
 

Section/Lot Area Classification NZ Gazette Reference 
Lot 1 DPS 8446 2.9669 Recreation Reserve  NZGZ 1963 page 1429 
Pt Lot 25 DPS 10766 2.5107 Recreation Reserve  NZGZ 1967 page 382 
Lot 42 DPS 7961 0.3225 Recreation Reserve  NZGZ 1963 page 480 
Pt Lot 68 DPS 6887 2.6705 Recreation Reserve  NZGZ 1962 page 196 

 

 

 
 

Figure Two: Matarawa Park and its legal appellations.  

 
 

Matarawa Stream runs along the western boundary. 
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Classification 
 

The Reserve has been classified for recreational purposes pursuant to the 
Reserves Act 1977.  

 

Reserves Act 1977: Section 17. Recreation Reserves 

“Recreation reserves are for the purpose of providing areas for the recreation and 
sporting activities and the physical welfare and enjoyment of the public, and for 

the protection of the natural environment and beauty of the countryside, with the 
emphasis on the retention of open spaces and on outdoor recreational activities, 

including recreational tracks in the countryside.” 

 

Matarawa Park is zoned as “Reserve” under the South Waikato District Plan.  
 

In 1962, Pt Lot 68 DPS 6887 was declared to be a Public Reserve pursuant to the 

Reserves and Domains Act 1953. 

 
This was followed in 1963 by Lot 42 DPS 7961 being declared a public reserve for 

recreational purposes within the meaning of the Act. In that same year Lot 1 DPS 

8446 was declared to be a public reserve for recreational purposes. Furthermore, 
in 1967 Pt Lot 25 DPS 10766 was declared to be a Public Reserve for recreational 

purposes.    
 

 

User Groups 

 
In the past the following groups have utilised the reserve: 

 
• Tokoroa Rugby Football Club 

• School Cross Country Runs (Tokoroa Intermediate) 

• Top Team Events (Competition) involving the Waikato Area ACESS training 

schemes 
• Timberlands Pony Club. In the early 1990’s the Pony Club hired the 

grounds for the North Island Teams Event. 
• Rugby League Club 

• Softball 

 

 
Lessees 

 
There are no leases of the reserve. 

 

 
The Future for the Reserve 

 
Council plans to maintain this reserve generally at its current level of service as a 

community asset. The medium term strategy would consist of improving its use 
and aesthetic appeal, keeping it well maintained and to hold it for the future. Any 

medium term development will focus on the opportunities provided by the stream.   

If planned subdivision goes ahead to the west of the stream a big open space 

such as Matarawa Park will be more valuable as a recreational asset. 
 



 

The following development options are proposed: 

Strategy Options Benefits to the Community Priority 

• Retain Matarawa Park and existing 

carpark in Council ownership to 
preserve the park as public open 

space for existing residents and 
potential residential expansion close 

to this area. 
• Ensure that the open space 

character of the park is retained for 

community/neighbourhood informal 

recreation use. 
• Enhance the pedestrian link along 

the stream to encourage more use 
of the park and Matarawa Stream 

Esplanade 

 

• Formalise the pedestrian link along 

the stream with a level grassed 
1200 wide bench/ track suitable for 

mowing from Lake Moananui to 
Cullen Crescent which passes 

through Matarawa Park. Matarawa 
Park plays a key role in the 

provision of the walkway and it is 

possible to get a reasonably wide 

track alongside of the stream.  
There are two obstacles in 

providing a continuous walkway, 
namely Maraetai and Baird Roads.  

• Plant additional specimen trees in 

the grass open space alongside the 

proposed esplanade walk. The 
specimen trees reflect the existing 

landscape character and provide 
some shade and definition to the 

stream edge and walk. 

• At intervals along the length of the 

esplanade walk from Cullen 
Crescent to Lake Moana-Nui, locate 

large blocks of rock/stone 

engraved with the distance/length 
of walk etc. 

• Create special landscape feature at 
the water cascade/rapids with 

informal row of large stone blocks. 
Place the stones with a view to the 

water cascade for use as seats and 
children’s supervised play. Place 

• An enhanced Matarawa 

Park with special features 
such as the water cascade, 

talking poles, distance 
markers and upgraded 

esplanade grass walk may 
encourage more usage 

from a wider group of local 

community.  

• Retention of the open 
space for existing and 

continued informal 
recreation. 

• Availability of a significant 

area of open space as a 

public amenity if planned 
future residential areas are 

development to the west of 
Tokoroa. 

 

Medium 
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stones along a bark pathway and 

back with low planting to assist 
with mowing/ maintenance. 

• Make the water cascade focus area 

visible from Edward Street with a 

cluster of talking poles. 
• Remove existing concrete, willows, 

blackberries and other weed 
species from the area of the water 

cascade/rapids and other areas as 

required. 

• Replant stream margins with 
appropriate wetland edge species 

such as: Carex secta(NZ wetland 
species) Phormium cookianum (NZ 

Flax) Machaerina sinclarii (Broad 

Leaved Sedge) Small tree such as 

Kowhai to attract birds. 
• There is no need for public toilets 

at this stage, however if use is 
increased the opportunity may 

arise to build some in the vicinity. 
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