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Introduction 
 

Lorraine Moller Arboretum is one of Putaruru’s premier reserves and a key 
recreational and educational facility within the District.   
 

The Management Plan for Lorraine Moller Arboretum has been prepared to enable 
clarification of the overriding management objectives and policies for the 
protection, development and ongoing maintenance of the Reserve over the long 

term.   The Plan is a tool by which information on the current development of the 
Reserve can be summarised, and future development proposals and maintenance 
requirements set out clearly.    

 
General policies of relevance to all reserves, including Lorraine Moller Arboretum 
are detailed in the document “South Waikato District Reserves Policy 2010” which 
needs to be read in conjunction with this Management Plan. 
 

 
Reserve Description 

 

Lorraine Moller Arboretum is the District’s only Arboretum and is located centrally 
within the township of Putaruru, close to State Highway One.  It is a prominent 

community asset and because of this has a strong community quality.  There is 
the potential for the Arboretum to become a significant community and 
neighbourhood reserve once there are more visible facilities in place to encourage 
local and visitor usage. 
 
The landscape character of the Arboretum is dominated by the ‘v’ shaped 

landform dropping down from Harry Martin Drive to flatter ground by the Oraka 
Stream (both the north and south gully sidings have contours ranging between 
20-45 degrees).  It has a predominantly open space, rural landscape character 
despite the existing planting out as an arboretum.  
 
 

 
 

View of the Arboretum looking north with the Kaimai Ranges visible in 

the distance 
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While the site is close to the centre of town and is enclosed by residential houses 
on three sides, it relates more to the wider rural environment rather than to the 

urban centre of Putaruru. Farm fencing, ambiguous entry, carpark, and signage 
reinforce the rural landscape character.  

 
The reserve can be accessed from Harry Martin Drive where visitors can walk 
through pasture lands with a view of the Kaimai Ranges running across the top of 
the vista. The reserve is a starting point for the Oraka Stream Walkway which 
runs along the valley floor through a labelled collection of maple, oak and 
dogwood trees, with some picnic tables for those wanting to take their lunch 
along. An existing track off Harry Martin Drive provides four wheel drive access to 
the gully floor area.  
 

Running through the middle of the arboretum is a central storm water drain which 
collects water from a wide area of the surrounding residential homes. The drain is 
linked to the Oraka stream through a culvert situated at the base of the gully. 
The channel is subjected to high volume discharges over the winter months but 
remains dry over the main summer periods.  
 
 

History 

 
In the 1980’s the Putaruru Borough Council granted permission for the planting of 

forestry species for firewood cropping under a labour scheme. Large portions of 
the southern gully sidling (approximately 1 ha) were planted in Eucalyptus trees. 
 
These were coppiced in 1993 and multi leading trunks have developed over two 
years to heights 5 m plus (1996). This included plantings over the northern gully 
sidling comprised of Macrocarpa (approx. 6ha), Blackwood (approx 8 ha) and 

Eucalyptus (approx 4ha). Both the Eucalyptus and the Blackwood have been 
randomly felled and several remnants remain. The Macrocarpa had been left 
undisturbed as a large block of 500 trees. There was also an isolated block of 
dense Wattle Acacia baileyana adjacent to Harry Martin Drive.  
 
Following the 1993 felling operation an estimated 60% of the gully was opened 
for grazing. A local resident Mr D Carter leased the area and ran dry stock on an 
informal basis with the Council. 
 

In 1994/1995, the South Waikato District Council began to allocate funds for the 
development of the site and an informal committee was established to oversee 
the growth of the Arboretum. 
 

 
In the late 1990’s the name was changed from Lang’s Gully 
to Lorraine Moller Arboretum. The Arboretum is named after 
Putaruru-born athlete and Olympic bronze medallist, 
Lorraine Moller. During the course of Ms Moller's 
distinguished sporting career, she participated in four 

Olympic events earning herself and her country a bronze 
medal for marathon. She won the 1984 Boston Marathon 
and has represented New Zealand in athletics from 1973 to 
1996, competing in all distance events between 800m and 
the marathon, as well as cross-country, road running and 
road relays.  
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Significant Features 
 

The distinctive landform is the key landscape feature with the water course 
delineating the linear form of the valley and the emphasizing the views out to the 
Kaimai Ranges. Open grass areas and the existing collection of trees provide a 
good background to further development as an arboretum. 
 
This site is an important access point to the Oraka Stream Walkway and together 

with the Oraka Stream can provide local community and visitors with an 
interesting range of ecosystems from open grassland and specimen trees, bush 
walk, ornamental water margin gardens to indigenous wetlands.  
 

 
Heritage Sites 

 

There are no heritage sites located on this reserve. 
 
 

Location  

 
Lorraine Moller Arboretum is located on Harry Martin Drive, Putaruru where the 

main entrance is situated. It can also be accessed via the Oraka Stream walkway.  
 
 
 

 
 

Figure One: Location of the Lorraine Moller Arboretum, Putaruru 
 

 

Purpose 

 
The purpose of this reserve is to provide an area where an extensive variety of 
plants can be cultivated for scientific, educational, and ornamental purposes. It 
provides a unique site where the general public can see and learn about a variety 
of plant species as well as enjoy extensive views of the surrounding landscape. 
The walkway link to the Oraka Stream allows for recreational use by the public 
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that is enjoyable, allowing a rural characteristic within a residential area to be 
accessible to all those who wish to walk there.  

 
The gully exists as a physical link for a wide segment of the north western 
residential areas of Putaruru. 
 

 
Use 

 
The reserve is open for general public use as educational facility, exercise and/or 
picnic area and walkway to the Oraka Stream. The reserve is also used as a 
passive visual backdrop for residences along the north and south margins. The 
presence of the gully motivated many in purchasing their properties.  
 
It is used as a random pedestrian access for local residents wishing to link with 
the Oraka stream and walkway. School children also use the gully as an 
alternative to walking around the surrounding streets en route to school. Local 
residents use the gully as a wilderness playground, however its current utilisation 
is poor. 
 
 

Legal Description 
 

Section/Lot Area Classification 
Lot 1 DPS 36557 0.5253 No Classified Purpose 
Lot 2 DPS 36557 0.7522 No Classified Purpose 
Lot 3 DPS 36557 0.0757 No Classified Purpose 
Lot 4 DPS 36557 0.0684 No Classified Purpose 
Lot 16 DPS 36557 2.4415 No Classified Purpose 
Lot 17 DPS36557 0.0288 Local Purpose Reserve (Esplanade) 

 

  Total: 3.8919 hectares 
 

 

 
 

 

Figure Two: Map of Lorraine Moller Arboretum and its legal appellations 
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Classification 
 

Lorraine Moller Arboretum has no official reserve status.  However, the land and 
its associated uses are consistent with the role of a recreation reserve and 
therefore will be treated as such. There is a local purpose reserve situated at the 
end of the gully which links the reserve to the Oraka Stream.  
 
 

User Groups  
 

There are no formal groups using the Arboretum.  
 

 
Lessees 

 

Lessee Term Expiry For 

  Bob Berger  Informal Basis  N/A Grazing 
 
 

 
 

Livestock grazing in the Reserve 
 

 

The Future for the Reserve 

 
Because of its contour the long term focus for development of the park is best as 
an arboretum, as an educational and recreational facility.   
 
It has the potential to be better used if it could be made more accessible and 
appealing. Overall, the park needs to be more open and welcoming.    
 
 
Reserve status 

Because of its relative importance as an Arboretum once it is fully developed, 
consideration should be made to formally classifying Lorraine Moller Arboretum as 
a Recreation Reserve under the Reserves Act 1977.  This would protect the 
Arboretum from disposal or alternative unsuitable uses in future without requiring 
full public consultation. 
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Planting 

A planting plan was drawn up and begun in the 1990’s which promoted the 
inclusion of a wide range of tree species.  This needs to be completed, and the 
trees need to be mapped and labelled.  
 
Parking 
Accessibility to the Arboretum is hindered by the lack of off-street parking and 

this in turn limits improving the use of the site. 
 
Council considered that any further development in regards to a parking area on 
site, should one be considered necessary, would be better debated as part of the 
Putaruru Concept Plan (yet to be developed) and/or a reserve management plan. 
Accordingly, the $10,000 that was allocated in the Draft Annual Plan 2007/08 for 
parking development was withdrawn. 



 

The following options are suggested: 
 

Strategy Options Benefits to the Community Priority 

• Continue to develop as an 
arboretum for scientific, 
educational, recreational and 
general interest for the Putaruru 

community and visitors. 
• Create more structure planting to 

give the arboretum some spatial 
definition both in summer and 
winter. 

• Focus on special collections of trees 

and plants, such as old fashioned 
tree species brought to NZ by early 
settlers, exotic plants which become 
part of the rural NZ landscape to 
make this arboretum unique to 
Putaruru.   

• Focus on marketing the reserve for 
local residents and visitors 

• Locate and map the trees using 
councils GPS and aerial mapping 
system to complete an accurate 
record of the trees in the 
arboretum. 

• Resurrect the management board 
for the arboretum to develop strong 

linkages between the arboretum 
and the community. 

 

• Develop visible public entry with carparking 
for 6 to 8 cars (refer Section A on map) 

• Provide stock proof pedestrian gates for 
public access (kissing gates). 

• Install a detailed map showing the links to 
the Oraka Stream walkway and other 
reserves including time and distance. 

• Provide other signage and information 
regarding the trees and special collections 
of plants. 

• Include wayfinding signage on SH1 for 
visitors. 

• Develop more facilities such as picnic 
tables, wetland boardwalks, and fitness 
trail. 

• Complete grass track to Oraka Stream walk 

and develop return loop track through 
native bush area (refer Sections B & C on 
map) 

• Prepare a structure planting plan and plant 
up to provide a framework for all future 
planting. 

• Develop central garden feature around 
storm water channel in the bottom of the 
valley with old fashioned farm and farm 

house species. Fence off and include small 
boardwalks across stream for interest and 
access. 

• Prepare brochure about the reserve and 

walkway for public information and 
marketing  

• Update the landscape 
character of the 
Arboretum to 
encourage more usage 

from local community 
and visitors. 

• Provide another 
reason for travellers 
to stop rest and enjoy 
Putaruru. 

• Unique collections of 
plants that would act 
as a destination for 
special interest 
groups. 

• Diverse and mature 

arboretum to enjoy 
throughout each 
season of the year.  

• Arboretum may act as 
catalyst for local 
community 
involvement including 
schools, special 
interest groups. 

• Increase local 
community informal 
recreation 
opportunities.  

High 
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• Stories to tell:  famous people – naming of 
the arboretum after Lorraine Moller, early 
settlement, old plant species – associated 
memory,  converting bush to pasture, 
woodlot for firewood cropping 

 



 



 

Bibliography 
 

The information has been found from the following sources: 
 

• http://www.coolrunning.com/ar/running_greats.html 
 

• http://physed.otago.ac.nz/wof/inductees/2006LorraineMoller.html 
 

 
• http://www.swktodc.govt.nz/district/parks/tok_park_names.asp 

 
• http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/arboretum 

 
• South Waikato District Council Annual Plan 07/08 

 
• South Waikato District Council File notes 

 
• Parks and Reserves Strategy Plan 1994 

 

 


