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Introduction 
 

The Management Plan for Lake Moananui has been prepared to enable 
clarification of the overriding management objectives and policies for the 

protection, development and ongoing maintenance of the Reserve over the long 

term.   The Plan is a tool by which information on the current development of the 

Reserve can be summarised, and future development proposals and maintenance 
requirements set out clearly.    

 
General policies of relevance to all reserves, including Lake Moananui are detailed 

in the document “South Waikato District Reserves Policy 2010” which needs to be 

read in conjunction with this Management Plan. 

 
 

Reserve Description 

 

Lake Moananui is one of the South Waikato’s largest multi purpose reserves and a 
key recreational facility within the district. The South Waikato District Council has 

identified it as a premier reserve of considerable significance.  Of high visual 

appeal the landscape consists of rolling grassland surrounding a man-made lake. 
The reserve is approximately 27 hectares, with the lake being an artificial 

impoundment of the Matarawa Stream, and is contained behind a dam of 
compacted ignimbrite. The dam has a concrete facing which the stream flows 

over.  

 

Lake Moana nui and its surrounding landscape have a high quality ‘gardenesque’ 
public park, landscape character.  It has all the elements which contribute to a 

public park of significant physical and visual quality including a large body of 
water, gently rolling grass parkland, and typical public park structures such as 

pergolas, foot bridges and park benches.  

 

Within the park landscape there is a diverse range of smaller character areas 
from ornamental flower beds to exotic specimen trees and a significant natural 

wetland area. This collection of different landscape types is consistent with a 
‘gardenesque’ landscape character. 

 
The main body of the lake runs 700m north-south over the inundated bed of the 

original stream. A third of the way down the lake on its western shore is a small 
arm which runs 200m in a southwest direction. The lake is at its widest at 120m 

immediately upstream of the dam and has a relatively uniform width for most of 

its length. The total area of the lake is approximately 5 hectares; the average 

depth of the lake is 2m with a maximum depth of about 4.5m. 
 

The upper catchment of the Matarawa Stream is approximately 5000 hectares 

and drains an extensive area of pastoral farmland to the south and south-east of 
Tokoroa. Immediately upstream of the lake the stream parallels Old Taupo Road 

south to Kinleith then crosses under State Highway One and drains its head 
waters in the broad valley served by Matarawa Road. The lake also receives 

stormwater runoff from various urban streets along its eastern margin and further 

pastoral runoff from the farms on its western margin.  

 
There are three ‘islands’ within the lake. A large island is situated at the head of 

the lake.  There is a smaller one at the southwest arm and a further smaller 
‘island’ beneath the dam.  

 

Due to the local roading pattern, land tenure boundaries and the long relatively 

narrow form of the lake, the eastern and western sides of the lake margins are 
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two areas quite different to each other. The eastern margin is accessed directly 
from Arawa Crescent, with a linear area of road edge car parking at the north end, 

a children’s play area, two blocks of residential sections, then further bordered by 
Arawa Crescent at the southern end.  A new playground has been installed, 

completed in 2007.  A 110 Kv overhead power line on large monopoles runs 

across the eastern lake margin crossing over at the head of the lake to the west 

side of the stream.  
 

The western margin is accessed from an open carpark off Maraetai Road. Beyond 
the carpark there is an open drain bordered by flax, then a broad open area that 

extends to the head of the southwest arm. There is an earthen amphitheatre on 

the north side of the mouth of the arm. At the head of the arm, a small bridge 

gives pedestrian access and tractor mower access to the southern extent of the 
west side. The western margin has a backdrop of open farmland. Both the east 

and west margins close in to the head of the lake where the large ‘island’ is linked 

to the shore by a semi-submerged wetland area. A footbridge crosses the stream 

at its mouth and provides the southern access to both sides of the lake.  
 

The north end of the lake is dominated by the dam and the stilling basin 

immediately below the dam. There are various built features in this area such as 
public toilets, a large hexagonal timber pergola, a footbridge, a paddling pool (not 

in use) and a sheltered seating area. 
 

A summary of the lake statistics is as follows, taken from the University of 

Waikato MSc (Tech) project report:  

 

Total Reserve Area including Lake 24.72 hectares 

Total Area of Lake Water 8  Hectares (approx.) 

Maximum Length 700 m 

Width at Widest Point 120m 

Area of Stilling Basin 0.35 ha 

Maximum Depth at Construction 4.5m 

Average Depth at Construction 2.0m 

Average Depth (2000) 1-1.5 m 

Temperature Range 4.2 and 25.1 ° 

Dominant Aquatic Species 
Egeria densa, Potamogeton ochreatus and 
Elodea canadensis 

Estimated Volume of the Lake 62,400 m3. 

pH Range 6.2 to 10.3 

Average Flow over Spillway 0.25-0.42 cumecs 

Flushing rate 138.7 times the lake volume per year 

Infilling rate 44.2 and 28.5 tonnes/year respectively 

Macro invertebrate taxa 24 different taxa 

Zooplankton taxa 7 different taxa 

Fish Brown Trout, Rainbow Trout and Goldfish 

Dissolved Oxygen 7.5 to 16.9 mg L-1  

 

Table One: Lake Statistics 
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History 
Prior to European settlement of Tokoroa the Matarawa Stream flowed in its 

natural bed west of the town site. As the town developed, the residential 
subdivision extended towards the stream, with the stream now forming the 

western ‘boundary’ of the town. There was an expectation that the town would 

continue to develop further to the west as is evident from the somewhat isolated 

location of Forest View High School along Baird Road.  The subdivision around 
Arawa Street  undertaken by New Zealand Forest Products Ltd was planned for a 

further 1100 house sites to accommodate the westward expansion of Tokoroa. 
 

 
 

Footbridge at the northern end of the Reserve 

 

As part of the residential growth the Matarawa Stream and its potential 

recreational development was seen as a focus for sub-divisional reserve 

allocations. This in turn led to the proposal to create a lake and its associated 
parkland.  

The current total park area at Moananui was transferred to Local Authority 
use by NZ Forest Products. This was to honour the reserve contribution 

required by virtue of subdivisional obligations. The concept, as I 

understand it, was an amalgamation of requirements for the combined NZ 

Forest Products subdivisions. This was stipulated by the then Council to 

enable a substantial area to be aggregated for passive recreational 
facilities rather than organised active sports such as soccer or rugby. 

There is additionally the possibility of a further area which is currently 

under negotiation as a credit towards further subdivision in an area yet to 

be subdivided, but this is not currently finalised. On transferee of this land 

to the then Matamata County Council, a scheme for a dam giving 

approximately 5 hectares of water and 22 hectares of land was devised 

and constructed. Various schemes and possibilities for the land and lake 

have been formulated…”  

(Tokoroa Borough Council memo, 21 March 1981) 

After an initial environmental assessment in 1969, a proposal for a five hectare 

lake that would include the Matarawa Stream was put forward to the Tokoroa 
County Borough of the Matamata County Council. This land was vested as a 

Recreation Reserve in the then Matamata County Council on 15 February 1973. 
The successful tender to develop the area was awarded to H Allen Mills & Son Ltd 



5  
 Lake Moana-nui Reserve Management Plan 

 

 

in 1974. Construction of the lake and associated earthworks took the better part 
of a year and, upon completion, the lake was filled in July 1975.  

This reserve surrounds the man-made lake constructed by the Matamata County 

Council in 1974/75. The lake which was now named Lake Moananui meaning “Big 
Water” was filled in July 1975. This was followed by “tidying of earthworks and 

grassing of the banks to be ready for Tokoroa’s residents’ relaxation by 

Christmas”. Further development of the lake surrounds began with the 
construction of car parks and tree planting including the development of a rose 

garden. In the early 1980’s local service clubs became involved with the 
construction of bridges, pagodas, picnic areas, paths, playground equipment, a 

swimming beach together with diving board pontoon and water slide, a children’s 

paddling pool and retaining walls to further enhance the reserve. The majority of 

these projects were undertaken using volunteer labour, with Council contributing 
to the cost of materials in most instances. At about this time, Council installed 

public toilets in the reserve.  

A reoccurring problem forecast in the original investigations is the control of the 
lake weed. A number of ‘solutions’ have been used or proposed including lake 

level adjustment, grazing by fish and waterfowl, herbicide application, lake bed 

sealants and mechanical or manual harvesting. In all cases there were seen to be 
advantages and disadvantages with each ‘solution’ and a need to define the 

actual use of the lake and reserve relative to the end result required. Further 
options are provided in the section “The Future of the Reserve” at the end of this 

Plan. 

The toilet block at Lake Moananui is situated on the north eastern side of the 
reserve and accessed off the Arawa street carpark. The toilet block was built by R. 

Gibson builders in 1987. The toilets are locked every night after their daily 

cleaning and are open from 7am to 5pm; later over the summer months. The 

toilet block was repainted in 1998 in Parks and Reserves colours. 

Historically there have been concerns about the effects of ducks, geese, swans, 

dogs, horses and various fish species on the lake and its margins. 

In 1991 it was decided due to the results of water testing that swimming was not 

recommended in the lake and signs were erected to that effect. Existing pontoons 
in the lake were removed. 

In May 1994 a group of representatives from interested service clubs and 

community groups met to consider further developmental assistance of the lake. 
Basic to their concern was the need for a management plan and a strategy for 

development and maintenance of the reserve along with questions of whether 

active or passive recreation was to be promoted at the lake on water quality 

relative to recognised bathing standards. 

In October 1994, a Draft Landscape Concept Plan was prepared by Colleen Priest 

Landscape Architects Ltd which outlined the potential enhancement of various 
areas of the reserve. 

The Forest and Bird Society has carried out wetland planting in the margins of the 

island and the lake at the south end of the reserve has been lowered from time to 
time to control weed growth and enable clearing of stormwater drains. There 

have been occasions where there has been mortality in the local duck population, 

presumably from diesel oil spillage entering the lake via local stormwater drains.  



6  
 Lake Moana-nui Reserve Management Plan 

 

 

In 1998 a draft plan for the lake was developed by OPUS International 
Consultants Limited in conjunction with the South Waikato District Council. The 

draft plan and community feedback identified the need for a general resource 
assessment of the lake with more detailed information required on: 

• Water and nutrient budgets for the lake, 

• Bathymetry (measurement of water depths) 

• Physico-chemical conditions, 
• Sediment loading rates/lake infilling rate, and the 

• Terrestrial and aquatic flora and fauna. 
 

As part of a University of Waikato MSc (Tech) project, an investigation into the 

above issues was commissioned in conjunction with the South Waikato District 

Council and Environment Waikato in November 2000.  
 

The report concluded that Lake Moananui is currently in a healthy ecological 
condition with abundant plant and animal life. Although the oxygen in the water is 

generally depleted by organic nutrients, Lake Moananui maintains far greater 

water clarity than other Waikato lakes despite having high nutrient concentrations.   

The report identified that a combination of factors contribute to the ability of Lake 
Moana-nui to maintain a clear a water state.  Algae are flushed out relatively 

quickly; there is high abundance of submerged aquatic vegetation which stabilises 
bottom sediments, and there are large numbers of plant associated Simocephalus 

vetulus which control of algae through grazing. All of these factors are dependant 

on one another forming a rather delicate balance. The report noted that further 

vegetation control through lake level manipulation may upset this balance 
resulting in the loss of water clarity to the detriment of the plant and animal 

communities. 

 

 

 
 

Southern view towards the dam 

 
Many community groups are involved with projects such as the Lake Walkway as 

well as general sponsorship of facilities within and maintenance of the reserve. 

These include groups such as the Tokoroa Lions, Jaycee’s, Environment Waikato, 
the Forest and Bird Council.  

 
2006 saw the extensive planting at Lake Moananui with 300 mixed natives 

planted along the western boundary and in an existing area of native planting. 

This kicks off the improvements to the existing shelter belt prior to the walkway 

development around the lake. Arbour Days have seen a lot of planting along the 
western side of the park. 
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The lake was lowered in June of 2007 to kill weed with the frost. In September 
2007 trees located adjacent to the Arawa Street carpark were felled and replaced 

with magnolias. Picnic tables were also added.  
 

New play equipment was installed in the 2008-9 financial year.  

 

 
Significant Landscape Features 

The most significant landscape feature is the open body of water which is Lake 
Moana-nui and the dam which creates the lake. The scale of the lake and the 

surrounding open space with its changing landform and diversity of landscape 

character areas creates a public park of invaluable quality and amenity for the 

Tokoroa community. 

 
 
Heritage Sites 
 

There are no classified heritage sites located within the Reserve.  

 

 
Location 

 

Lake Moananui is located on the south western outskirts of Tokoroa between 
Maraetai Road (SH32) and Arawa Crescent.   

 

 
 

Figure One: Location of Lake Moananui, Tokoroa 

 
 

Purpose 

 

Lake Moananui is the district’s largest urban informal multipurpose reserve 
provided for passive and active recreation.  Its recreational facilities are unique 

within the district due to the combination of a large area of open water and 
extensive accessible margins. Furthermore it provides open space links to the 

surrounding residential areas and urban access to a water body. 
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Use 
 

Lake Moananui is a premier reserve within the District and is well used. The 
majority of regular users are those residing in Tokoroa, especially those in the 

Aotea suburb. Travellers using SH32-Maraetai Road often stop at the carpark for 

a break and a bite to eat.  

 
The lake and its margins are generally used for passive and informal active 

recreation. This includes watching and feeding the ducks, picnicking, and playing 
on the southern ‘island’ and in the playground area. More active use includes 

walking, ‘running the dog’, and jogging. The lake itself is used for fishing, dragon 

boat practice, and the casual rowing and paddling of small boats and kayaks. The 

occasional sailing of radio controlled model sail and power boats also takes place.  
 

The western side of Lake Moananui from the Maraetai Road carpark is a Dog 

Exercise Area provided for in the SWDC Dog Control Bylaw 1997 Section 6. The 

playground area is an Area Prohibited to Dogs and the remainder of the reserve is 
a Leash Area. 

 

 
Legal Description 

 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification NZ Gazette Reference 

Lot 1 DPS 17335  12.1076 Recreation Reserve N/A 
Lot 1 DPS 51738 3.55 Recreation Reserve N/A 
Lot 514 DPS 15337 6.6773 Recreation Reserve N/A 

Lot 895 DPS 16451 1.8084 Recreation Reserve N/A 
Lot 1 DPS 59002 0.5733 No Classified Purpose N/A 

 

 

 
 

Figure Two: Map of Lake Moananui and its legal appellations 
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Classification 
 

The Reserve has been classified for recreation purposes pursuant to the Reserves 
Act 1977.  The reserve was vested as a Recreation Reserve in the then Matamata 

County Council on 15 February 1973 as part of sub divisional requirements under 

the Land Subdivision in Counties Act 1946.  

 
Reserves Act 1977: Section 17. Recreation Reserves 

“Recreation reserves are for the purpose of providing areas for the recreation and 
sporting activities and the physical welfare and enjoyment of the public, and for 

the protection of the natural environment and beauty of the countryside, with the 

emphasis on the retention of open spaces and on outdoor recreational activities, 

including recreational tracks in the countryside.” 
 

Lake Moananui Reserve is zoned as “Reserve” under the South Waikato District 

Plan.  

 
Lot 514, Lot 895 and Lot 1 DPS 51738 are subject to an easement on DPS 78419.  

The easement was granted to Transpower for the right to convey electricity in 

gross over the reserve.  
 

 
User Groups 

 

There are no formal user groups of the lake and existing grounds. Past users 

include clubs such as model boating and dragon boating. The Tokoroa 
Sportsfishing Association uses the lake informally for fishing and has run a fishing 

programme for children there over the last few years.  
 

 

Lessees 

 
There are currently no lessees for this reserve. 

 
 

The Future for the Reserve 
 

Council plans to develop this reserve and improve its current level of service and 
use as a premier community asset. This continued development of Lake Moananui 

will provide further active and passive recreational opportunities for the residents 

of the District. The medium term strategy consists of developing a walkway, more 

planting and general maintenance and upkeep.  
 

 



The following development opportunities are proposed; 
 

Strategy Action Benefit to 

Community 

Priority 

� Council strategy is to develop this 

reserve and improve its current level of 
service and use as a premier community 

asset. 
� The medium term action consists of 

developing a walkway, more planting 

and general maintenance and upkeep.  

� Enhance linkage with the Whakauru and 
Matarawa Esplanade reserves to the 

north of the lake 

 � This continued 

development of 
Lake Moananui 

will provide 
further active 

and passive 

recreational 

opportunities 
for the 

residents of the 
District. 

High 

Character Areas     

Ornamental Water Garden 

� Redevelop the water garden with 
flowering wetland species. 

� Replace existing fence and handrail of the 

‘overlook area’ adjacent to the dam with 
simple steel railing to allow children to look 

through to the water. 

• Build loop boardwalk out into the water on 
the western edge of the wetland. 

• Plant the space between boardwalk and 
bank with Japanese Iris. 

• Plant other flowering wetland species along 

the eastern edge of the water for colour and 

texture. 
• On the west bank build water side seat to 

view water garden and encourage rest and 
contemplation. 

• Seasonal 

colour for 
interest and 

enjoyment. 

Medium 

Ornamental Botanic Garden 

� Enhance the Botanic Garden character 

of this area with more intensive planting 

� Paint/stain all park structures black to 

revitalize and give a crisp contemporary 

look. Including pergola, footbridge, timber 

 Medium 
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of the existing garden beds. walls, and seats. 

� Intersection of two pathways. One along the 
lake edge and the other providing access 

from the entry carpark. 

� Replant existing garden beds with intense 

mix of species for colour, texture and 
fragrance reminiscence of old botanic 

gardens. To ‘show case’ flowering species 
that do well in Tokoroa. 

� Plant “tulip trees” in a curve along the back 

of the paddling pool area would emphasise 

this botanic element.   
� The paddling pool area on the western side 

of the lake could either be filled in or planted 
up with annuals/tulips/daffodils as a 

domestic planting to reflect the large Dutch 

community in the area 

Entry Garden  
� More of an entrance to the reserve 

needs to be made at the Maraetai Road 
end – there is the potential to use 

Talking Poles around this area to also 

link to the centre of Tokoroa. 

� Provide a formal grid of trees as an 
entry statement. 

� Retain access route through grid of trees 

for vehicles and maintenance. 

� Plant grid pattern of trees to match the 
existing rows of birch. 

� Repaint/stain the timber bollards 
surrounding the carpark black. 

� Underplant the birch with daffodils to 

provide a great view from SH32.  

�  

 Medium 

Conifer Collection Garden  

� Enhance existing plantings of conifer 
with additional planting. 

� Plant large drifts of one species to provide 

ground cover, contrasting colour and texture 
eg. junipers 

� Create focal points and structure in each 

garden bed with pencil conifers planting in a 

geometric pattern. 

 Medium 
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Open Space Amphitheatre  

� Retain Open Space for special events 
and informal recreation. 

� Add some infill planting of large specimen 

trees. 
� Limb up existing trees to provide the sense 

of open space. 

� Allow for rough grass under some groups of 

specimen trees to minimize mowing over the 
summer. Mow rough grass twice a year.  

� Plant shrubs along the western boundary to 
define the edge and facilitate screening 

should the area be subdivided. 

 Medium 

Streamside Arboretum 

� Intensify tree planting in this area for 
denser canopy and contrast of 

evergreen and deciduous. 

� Build small jetty with seating as a 

rest/destination for walkers. 
� Plant additional deciduous specimen trees 

along the water side for reflection of colour 
in autumn. 

� Plant additional evergreen specimen trees to 

provide a stronger band of planting around 

the water. 
� Leave as rough grass under the trees to 

minimize mowing. 

 Medium 

Grass Open Space  

� Retain as mown grass open space with 

new walking track through. 

  High 

Wetland Nature Area  

� Redevelop existing wetland area as a 

habitat for water fowl. 

 
NOTE: There are few wetland areas in the 

District.  The southern area of the lake has 
potential as a great wetland area with the 

islands remaining as they are Boardwalk some 

of the area for educational purposes.  Consider 

replacing the timber shelter at the southern 

� Build boardwalk and view platforms to view 

wetland and birds. 

� Retain and rehabilitate existing islands as 

wildlife refuge and safe breeding areas. 
� Provide interpretation signage and stories. 

� Retain existing wetland foliage until the new 
planting has been established.  

� Remove existing weed species such as 

blackberry and broom.    

 High 
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end of the lake with something more functional 

and educational. 
 

Lakeside Play  
� Retain open grass area for children’s 

play. 

� Add children’s play equipment as required. 
� Commission safe and appropriate sculptures 

from local artists to act as structure for 
children’s play and adventure. 

 High 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Southern end of the Lake 

 

 

 
 



Management of the Lake Waters 
 

The University of Waikato MSc (Tech) report suggested possible aquatic 
vegetation control measures that may be employed in Lake Moananui and the 

advantages and disadvantages of each.  They are as follows: 

 

1. Covering bottom sediments – Covering the lake bottom sediments with 
plastic sheeting or particulate material (e.g. fly ash) could be used to 

prevent sediment water nutrient exchange and to reduce plant growth. 
Advantages of this method are that areas of the lake could be selectively 

covered while still maintaining adequate plant cover to help maintain 

water clarity and provide food for trout and birds. Disadvantages are the 

higher relative cost and that in Lake Moananui sediment may quickly build 
up on top of the sediment cover. 

2. Spraying weeds – A herbicide could be used to kill undesirable weed 

growths. An advantage of using this method is that problem areas can be 

selectively targeted at optimum times of the year when recreational use of 
the lake is high. Disadvantages include a reduction in food resources for 

wildlife, sprays are perceived as being environmentally unfriendly, and a 

build up of dead plant material and the lake would require regular 
application. 

3. Harvesting – This method involves cutting and removal of selected areas 
of vegetation. Advantages are that the results are immediate. 

Disadvantages are the regularity that harvesting may be required and the 

disposal of vegetation may be problematic. 

4. Biocontrol – Grass carp could be introduced and contained in the lake. 
Grass carp have been used successfully to control weeds in New Zealand 

and a small number of grass carp may be able to control plant growth 
while still maintaining most of the plant beds. An advantage of this 

method is the low cost after the initial outlay. Disadvantages are that 

grass carp are unselective plant eaters and may eat beneficial plants and it 

would be up to two years before results are seen, and carp would escape 
without the construction of extensive barriers.  

5. No intervention – Weeds are part of a healthy lake ecosystem and no 
intervention is a cheap and low impact solution. An education programme 

may help to shift local perceptions. The disadvantage of this option is the 

persistence of the weed problem. Keeping invasive fish species such as koi 
carp (Cyprinus carpio) out of the lake is especially important. It was 

recommended that the South Waikato District Council focus its efforts on 
changing community perceptions about the value of the aquatic weeds in 

the lake through some form of education (e.g. signage around the lake 
reserve, a school education programme). Also, although an evaluation of 

the ecological health of the inlets was beyond the scope of this report, the 
loads of nutrients and sediment entering the lake suggest that riparian 

management of the Matarawa Stream upstream of the lake would go a 

long way to reducing the external loads of nutrients and sediment 

reaching the lake.  
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Information was gathered from the following sources: 

 

• New Zealand Gazette 

 
• SWDC Spring Events Newsletter: o6 and 07 

 
• The South Waikato District Council 

http://www.swktodc.govt.nz/district/parks/tok_park_names.asp 

 

• South Waikato District Council Lake Moana-nui Concept Plan 1999 
  

• LTCCP(scheduled 2007/08) 
http://www.swktodc.govt.nz/pdf/annual_plan_2007_08/0_preface.pdf 

 

 

• South Waikato District Council Lake Moananui Draft Management Plan 
1998 

 

• SWDC Spring Events Newsletter: o6 or 07 

 
• Annual Plan 07/08 

 
• University of Waikato report: Miller and Hicks “Physical Environment, 

Nutrient Budget, and ecology of Lake Moananui, Tokoroa”.  

 

• Lake Statistics from Flow Data AS Meredith 1990 and GA Bird 1987 and 

Miller and Hicks “Physical Environment, Nutrient Budget, and ecology of 

Lake Moananui, Tokoroa”. 
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Appendix One; Community suggestions for development 
 

In 2006 a meeting was set up to discuss the lake walkway project. Projects were identified that needed development. They are as follows: 
 

 

Area Group(s) Involved Description 

Carpark SH32 

Council (Sponsor 

Sought) 

Developed more as a service type entrance. Need to improve the accessibility for 

prams. 

Maple Walk, Pergola & 
Island Below Dam  City Lions and SWDC 

From the SH32 entrance is an area to the left that is of high amenity value in the 

reserve. The Concept plan outlines a Maple walk. The ‘fountain’ pergola needs 
either restoration or converted to another use such as BBQ area or under cover 

picnic area. It overlooks an island below the dam which has potential but needs a 

clear out and planting. The bridge and pergolas also need painting; theme colour 
for the reserve? 

 Paddling Pool and Picnic 
Area Sponsor Sought 

 The Concept Plan outlines the filling in of the old Paddling Pool, barking and shrub 
planting in it like a planter box. In addition, it may be time to look at the picnic 

area to see whether it should be improved. The 5 picnic tables need replacement 

and a local Tirau design is being considered for picnic tables on the reserve. Also 

nearby, is an incomplete silver birch walk that could be modified into a ‘grove’ with 
infill planting. 

 Southern Bridge Jaycees? Requires painting and new anti-slip netting on the deck. 

Talking Poles Sponsor Sought 

The opportunity exists for groups to sponsor/commissions talking poles for Lake 

Moananui, with potential locations being the SH32 entrance, the playground area, 
and the Western side of the lake. 
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Major Projects needing additional sponsorship were also identified: 
 

Area Group(s) Involved Description 

Lake Walkway 

Council, Host City 

Lions (Sponsor 

Sought) 

The walkway needs to cater for mobility scooters and prams. In meeting with the 
Lions Club it was determined that the Council needs to develop a plan and 

engineering specs that are costed, before groups are able to understand what the 

implications might be.  

Wildlife Area and 
Boardwalk 

Forest and Bird 

Council (Sponsor 
Sought) 

The southern area is a wetland. The Concept Plan states that planting was done in 
1994 by Forest and Bird, but most trees died. It has the potential to be a high 

quality wetland, with new plantings, a board walk around ‘Wildlife Island’ and 
information panels on the wildlife. A long term relationship is sought with a group 

for this work. In addition, another boardwalk out to the little island on the Western 

arm is proposed by the Concept Plan, and could lead to an observation deck and 

information signage on this island. It would be the only place that people could get 
out onto the water of the Lake.  

Lake Edge 

Council, Host Lions, 

City Lions and 
Environment Waikato 

The Concept Plan suggest discontinuing the retaining wall but without the wall, 

mowing to the edge is difficult and dangerous for the drivers. On the west side of 
the Lake, clumps of edge planting need to continue. The Lake edge near the Arawa 

Crescent carpark needs some protection to keep birds in the water (and not on the 
bank). 

Playground 

Council, Host Lions, 
City Lions (Sponsor 

Sought) 

Play equipment is spread out and some is no longer compliant (train, rocket and 

maybe fort). Host Lions contributed the fort. Non-compliant equipment needs to be 

removed to ensure contemporary understanding of children’s safety as legislated, 
is respected. In addition the site lines for parents keeping track of their children 

are not good. The plastic play equipment are in good condition and can be used. 
Thought needs to go into the design and consolidating the area. The opportunity 

here is to develop a large feature playground for the town that caters for a range 

of groups. In addition there needs to be new seating and picnic tables. The seats 

were donated by City Lions and need to be upgraded to an ‘omni’ seat design 
being used which is more vandal proof. A new picnic area needs to be developed 

closer to the carpark and main play area. 

 

 


