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Introduction 
 

The Management Plan for James Higgins Park has been prepared to enable 
clarification of the overriding management objectives and policies for the 

protection, development and ongoing maintenance of the Reserve over the long 

term.   The Plan is a tool by which information on the current development of the 

Reserve can be summarised, and future development proposals and maintenance 
requirements set out clearly.    

 
General policies of relevance to all reserves, including James Higgins Park are 

detailed in the document “South Waikato District Reserves Policy 2010” which 

needs to be read in conjunction with this Management Plan. 

 
 
Reserve Description 

James Higgins Sportsground was originally developed to fulfil an overflow function 
for the Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground. It is of flat and of moderate visual appeal. 

Facilities formerly included four international fields, two standard fields as well as 
training fields and adjacent lights. Clubrooms and car parking facilities are located 

off Princess Beatrix Street. The site also provided four ‘skinned’ diamonds used 
for softball, two ‘half pipe’ skateboard ramps and a BMX track. The YMCA is still 

located on the Sportsground.  

 
 

YMCA 

 
 

History 

James Higgins Sportsground was established to provide an opportunity for a 

number of non-traditional less formalised sports and club uses which could not be 
easily accommodated within other reserve areas. This park was named after Jim 

Higgins MBE, who was the Mayor of Tokoroa from 1966-1979. Mr Higgins steered 

Tokoroa during its years as a County Borough and its difficult passage to 

autonomy. He was drawn into Tokoroa politics through his interest in the town's 
Parks and Reserves Policy. He became a member of the County Town Committee 

in 1961. Persuaded at the last minute to stand as Town Committee Chairman in 
1965, he was elected to that position. At this stage the Tokoroa Town 
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Empowering Bill was between its first and second readings.  When the bill became 
law, Mr Higgins became Mayor of New Zealand's first County Borough and, at 34, 

was the youngest Mayor in the country. 

He was a strong advocate of Tokoroa's welfare in the subdivision funds dispute in 
1973, which was finally resolved in 1977. He was Mayor of Tokoroa Borough 

during its first four years of independence. 

During the early 1990’s there was growing concern that some of the District’s 

Reserves were being underutilised, and this was so for James Higgins especially. 
However, Council decided that the area should be retained as an area for possible 

re-expansion or re-development as appropriate in the future. There was also 

much emphasis on the need to protect the archaeological site to the west of the 

reserve which is important because it is thought to be an early moa hunter site; 
one of a very few known inland North Island moa hunter sites. Moa bones, early 

adzes, and obsidian flakes were found at the site. It has been suggested that the 

site may represent a camp made by early people exploring, or in transit through, 

the interior of the island who stopped long enough to build structures, as 
evidenced by the presence of post holes. 

In 1991 the Tokoroa Canine Association began leasing a portion of the site.    
Their Club use the site for a Canine Agility programme which has similar activities 

to the then popular television show Tux Wonderdogs as well as dog obedience 
training.  The objectives and track record of the Club have been consistent with 

those of Council in respect of promoting good animal and owner behaviour 

 

The Rugby League Clubs were relocated to Tokoroa Memorial Sportsground in 
2003 and Council took over ownership of the building. The James Higgins league 

fields have been sold GJ & CH Davis who farm and own the adjoining land.  In 

general terms, most of the league fields and the BMX and dog obedience areas 

were sold.   
 

In 2003 Council agreed to lease the building (formerly Midlands League building) 
to the Air Training Corps (ATC) Tokoroa and the Canine Obedience Association.  

 

In the same year a metalled footpath was developed linking Princes Beatrix 
Avenue and Baird Road.  

 

The YMCA building is located on James Higgins Reserve and is under control of 

the YMCA. The YMCA has been used for indoor sports such as soccer, cricket, 
volleyball, hockey, netball and basketball. It was also used for aerobics, weights 

and a pre-school gym.  
 

 

Significant Features 

 
There are no significant features on this reserve. 

 
 

Heritage Sites 

 

James Higgins Park has no heritage sites. However, a Historic Reserve consisting 
of rocks on what is now farmland is situated to the west of the park. This is an 

archaeological site where moa bones have been found. It is thought to be a camp 

made by early Maori.  
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Location 

 
James Higgins Park is located on Princess Beatrix Avenue in Tokoroa. 

 

 
 

Figure One: Location of James Higgins Park, Tokoroa  

 
 

Purpose 

 
The Sportsground and facilities within provide an area for active sport, 

encouraging healthy, active lifestyles.  It offers an area of open green space for 

the general public and community to use for general purpose recreation as well 

as sporting events, and has been home to many clubs and associations over the 
years.  

 
 

Use 

 

James Higgins Park has been used by a variety of different organisations 
including Rugby League, Softball, Skateboarding, Bike riding (BMX), the YMCA, 

Canine Dog Obedience Association and the Air Training Corps. It is also used as a 
link way to Baird Road and is often utilised by students walking to Forest View 

High School. 

 

Today as the population of Tokoroa has declined and the demand for these sports 
has decreased, James Higgins has fewer demands on it.  The area is still available 

for a range of active and passive activities, however, its use is low and not as 

great as it once was.  Yet the area still provides an exceptional community facility.   
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Legal Description 
 

 

Section/Lot Area Classification Gazette Reference 
Lot 8 DPS 28435 3.6765 Fee Simple by SWDC  N/A 
Lot 9 DPS 28435 5.8675 Fee Simple by SWDC N/A 
Lot 11 DPS 28435 5.6487 Fee Simple by SWDC  N/A 

 
The following lots are not part of the reserve but are adjacent to it. They can be 

seen in Figure Two; Historic Reserve is coded red and Local Purpose (Esplanade) 

yellow. 
 

 

Section/Lot Area Classification Gazette Reference 
Lot 6 DPS 28435 0.5926 Local Purpose Reserve  1986 page 2402 
Lot 7 DPS 28435 0.9585 Local Purpose Reserve  1986 page 2402 
        
Pt Lot 2 DP 24025 0.3169 Historic Reserve  1993 page 2205 
Pt lot 8 DP 23866 0.3537 Historic Reserve  1993 page 2205 
Pt Lot 2 DP 24025 0.0953 Historic Reserve  1993 page 2205 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure Two: Map of James Higgins Park and its legal appellations 

 
 

Classification 
 

The Park is not classified as a Recreation Reserve. Under the District Plan the land 

is stated to have no purpose. The Domain is a fee simple estate and is 

subsequently managed by the South Waikato District Council.  
 

Adjacent to the Park on the east side are two Local Purpose Reserves (Esplanade) 

which were declared so and gazetted in 1986 (New Zealand Gazette 1986 pg 
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2402). The park is also adjacent to a Historic Reserve which was reserved and 
vested in the South Waikato District Council in 1993 (New Zealand Gazette 1993 

pg 2205).  
 

Originally Lots 9 and 11 DPS 28435 were classified as Recreation Reserves by the 

New Zealand Gazette (1968 page 1530 and 1986 page 2402). This status was 

revoked pursuant to the Reserves Act 1977. Both lots are subject to a gas 
pipeline easement created by document No.H.472480. In 2003 new Certificate of 

Titles were issued for Lots 9 and 11 being in balance (part) of the land included in 
volume 17D folio 678 of the South Auckland Registry. They are both now 

classified as fee simple estates with the proprietors being South Waikato District 

Council. 

 
In 2003, Council disposed of part of the Princess Beatrix road under s345 of the 

Local Government Act and declared it a stopped road.  

 

Furthermore, in April of 2003, pursuant to section 111 of the Reserves Act 1977, 
the South Waikato District Council dedicated Lot 4 DPS 28435 (road reserve) as a 

road.  

 
 

User Groups 
 

Over the years, the following groups have used the sportsgrounds: 

 

• Pacific Rugby League Club, Forestland Rugby League, United Giants Rugby 
League Club (1991) and Midlands Rugby League Club.  

• Softball 
• Tokoroa Canine Obedience Club 

• Air Training Corp’s 

• YMCA 

• BMX enthusiasts 
• Skateboarders utilising the skateboard ramps 

 
Currently, the only formal use of the grounds and associated facilities are the 

YMCA, Air Training Corps and the Canine Obedience Club. 
 

 
Lessees 

 

Lessee Term Expiry For 

YMCA 

Ground lease of part of balance 

to the YMCA for its building 

It has 

expired YMCA Use 

Tokoroa Air 
Training Corps There is no written lease Informal Club Use 

 
 

The Future for the Reserve 

 

Council plans to maintain the reserve at its current level of service as a 
community asset.  The following options are proposed: 

 
• Link a walkway from Lake Moana-nui, through James Higgins 

Sportsground and along Matarawa Park. This walkway could take 
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advantage of the Historic Reserve located to the west of James Higgins. 
This is a significant archaeological site and should be profiled.  

 
• Lease unused areas of the reserve for grazing and hold for the future. 
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