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INTRODUCTION 
 

Glenshea Park is one of Putaruru’s premier reserves and a key recreational facility 
within the District and it was established 74 years ago. 
 

The Management Plan for Glenshea Park has been prepared to enable clarification 
of the overriding management objectives and policies for the protection, 
development and ongoing maintenance of the Reserve.   The Plan is a tool by 

which information on the current development of the Reserve can be 
summarised, and future development proposals and maintenance requirements 
set out clearly.    

 
General policies of relevance to all reserves, including Glenshea Park are detailed 
in the document “South Waikato District Reserves Policy 2010” which needs to be 
read in conjunction with this Management Plan. 
 

LOCATION 
 

Glenshea Park is located on Park Avenue in Putaruru.  Access to the Park is off 
Park Avenue, to the netball courts from the end of Glenshea Street, and to the 
swimming pools off Reservoir Street. 

 
The Park is within the Waikato Conservancy of the Department of Conservation. 
 

RESERVE DESCRIPTION 

 
Glenshea Park has a community open space landscape character reflecting the 

location within a predominantly residential/urban area and the recreational usage 
of this open space by a wide cross section of the community. Modifications to the 
original landform reflect the community need for recreation and sports facilities 
which has resulted in the formation of two quite distinct flat areas of open space.  
 
The planting of large Deciduous Trees, predominantly Liriodendron, around the 

perimeter of the open space defines the 1930’s development of the Park and 
reflects the original character and sense of time and history.  
 
Its facilities on the top level include two full sized rugby fields with the main 

grassed playing fields being overlooked by a grandstand with changing and 
showering facilities.  There are also six netball courts and an associated pavilion 
which are interchanged with tennis courts and separate tennis pavilion.  Situated 
behind the grandstand is a 500,000 gallon water reservoir surrounded by many 
mature trees which supplies the town with water.  Other facilities include an 
athletics clubrooms, and War Memorial Gates which are located on the corner of 
Glenshea Street and Park Avenue, providing a prominent profile.  There are 
perimeter lights on the sportsfields which are owned and maintained by the 
District Council, and lights on the netball courts which are owned by the Netball 

Club.   
 
On the second, lower, block of land which transcends down an incline from the 
main fields, there is a further playing field with the Putaruru Memorial Swimming 
Pool Complex adjacent.  The pools are contained within a fenced-off area.  Its 
facilities include a large lane pool and small paddling pool, changing room, toilets 

and showers, staff facilities and shaded terraces.  
 
This area of Glenshea Park is largely screened from view from both within the 
park and from the adjacent road.  Trees and planting along the boundary fence 
further exclude view giving the site a sense of enclosure. While this landscape 
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character maybe appropriate in terms of shelter and privacy for the swimming 
pool patrons it could be seen as an unsafe and undesirable part of the park by 

other user’s of the park. 
 
A fence enclosing the whole of the park allows for charging for events, although 
some adjoining residential properties have private access onto the Park. The Park 
provides a pleasant amphitheatre and viewing area and is a key feature in 
providing an open space for recreational purposes. 

 
HISTORY OF THE PARK 

 

Glenshea was originally the name of a farm in Putaruru owned by Mr RA Bent.  
For many years he had allowed the town’s people to play sport on a few acres of 
his land as well as hold the popular annual Farmers’ Picnic of the twenties, which 
were organised by the Putaruru Branch of the Farmers’ Union.  
 
In March 1930, ratepayers approved a loan of £850 to acquire their own 
recreational park.  Mr Bent sold 8 acres of his farm to the town board and then a 
further two more acres in 1932.  Before leaving the District in 1940 he provided 
more sections free of charge given to help enlarge the area. The Park was 
officially opened on Auckland Anniversary Day, 1933. 

 
The Park as it was then was not level, but had been cleared and sheep fenced, 
and had enough room for two football fields.  Above the oval was a natural 
grandstand which provided a vast view over the field.  The rugby training shed, 
which was originally behind the Thames Valley Electricity Power Board office in 
Glenshea Street, was moved onto the Park under an agreement whereby the 

Town Board was to administer its use.  The grounds were grazed by Mr Bent’s 
sheep when not in use and then later by Henry Lopdell.  In 1935 the Town Board 
converted both of its loans under a government interest reducing scheme so that 
the original roading loan would be paid off and the Park debt free by 1955. 
 
The very first Agricultural and Pastoral (A & P) show was held at Glenshea Park in 

1936 and was a great success.  It coincided with the discovery that the missing 
trace mineral cobalt would solve the problem of ‘bush sickness’ on farms. 
 
In October of 1936 the Putaruru Board announced plans to raise a 25-30 year 

loan of £2,000 to level, extend, and terrace Glenshea Park.  This was initiated by 
the A & P Society who wanted additions to the Park including integrating areas of 
certain adjoining private properties, namely seven vacant lots on Glenshea Street 
from the corner of Park Avenue, leading down to the sheep pens.  The Board had 
to raise a loan in order to do this and rely on community resourcefulness for the 
rest.   
 
In 1943 the eighth edition of Banbury’s Illustrated Series states that Glenshea 
Park was the principle public reserve in Putaruru that showed its importance 

within the community, especially at that time. 
 
One of the highlights of Glenshea’s history was the 1953 Queen Carnival which 
was held to raise money for the development of the Park.  The show’s events  
included raffles, stalls, garden parties, auctions, cabarets, concerts, motorcycle 
sports gatherings, rodeo, minstrel show, dances, fun fairs, bottle drives, sporting 

fixtures, talent quests, tug’o’war, donkey derby and many other events.  In total 
about £11,000 was raised which meant building of the baths and the laying of the 
courts could be established.  
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With the funds raised from the Queen Carnival the Society brought two sections 
for £123 as well as re-erecting showers, concreting the floor and erecting double 

doors in the shed.  A subsidy was available to turn the Park project into a 
Centennial Memorial and the Show Society donated the two sections it had 
bought in December of 1938.  Other sections were also donated by other families 
including Mr RA Bent.  Following this the Board closed Glenshea Park for 
development; however, the outbreak of WWII in September 1939 meant the 
plans had to be put on hold.  In 1941, the Town Board decided that the A & P 

Society should get the use of the Park free of rent until 1968 in lieu of the 
sections they had donated.  In 1951 the A & P Society also donated and planted 
80 trees within the Park.  
 
The Glenshea Park scheme was one of the earliest in New Zealand to be 
approved, and had grown to include basketball (netball) and tennis courts, 
Memorial Gates and a full sized swimming pool.  The pools were established at 
the expense of an indoor stadium.  The baths were added when emphasis was 
placed on prevention of drowning especially in rivers and with this the Putaruru 
Swimming Club was also formed.  The actual construction of the baths occurred 
in 1955. 
 
A tiny pavilion was also built due to the fundraising efforts by the Basketball and 

Tennis Clubs.  The baths consist of a main pool being 30m in length and provides 
6 lanes for exercise, training and competition swimming.  The deep end was 
formerly a diving pool with a depth of 3.7m and is now used for deep-water 
activities such as swim survival training and water polo training.  There is also a 
‘learn to swim’ pool approximately 15m by 7m.  
 

In 1957, a new 500,000 gallon reservoir, over eight times bigger than the old 
one, was built at the Park to boost both the supply and pressure of Putaruru’s 
clear, clean, water. 
 
In 1958 Glenshea Park had become too small with two fields and two rugby clubs 
so it was decided another field should be developed next to the baths, on the 

lower area.  The only problem was that the planned site was on a rocky incline 
and had to be broken in by blasting it with dynamite.   It was also at this time 
that the Council used a posthole borer to dig drainage holes into the top two 
fields, which had always been subject to flooding.  

 
Covered stand facilities were also built.  Park users, service clubs and other 
volunteers combined efforts to build the concrete terraces, changing rooms and a 
roof to cover.  The exposed end was later covered in with transparent materials 
by the Putaruru Lions Club. 
 
The Athletics Club on Glenshea Park was dedicated to the Drummonds to 
recognise the work they put into the Putaruru Athletics Association. 
 

The Tennis Pavilion has been reverted to Council ownership since the demise of 
the activities on the Glenshea Park Courts.  There is an informal agreement 
between the Council and Netball Association for the seasonal use of the facility. 
Over recent years there has been much concern about the condition of the netball 
courts on Glenshea Park.  This has led to new lights being put in 2003 and the 
courts being resealed in April of 2006.  

 
In 1992, new toilets were built which allowed for the demolition of the ‘Carriers’ 
toilet block within the Park in 1994 due to vandalism creating an ‘eyesore’.  The 
new toilets are not classified as ‘Public Toilets’ and therefore are only opened 
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when the park is in use and/or the clubs need additional toilets for users and 
supporters.  

  
Also in 1992, Council allowed the construction of a carpark on the Glenshea Park 
Reserve fronting the Putaruru Squash Club.  All expenses were paid for by the 
Putaruru Squash Club.  
 
In 1993 the Putaruru Rugby Football Club moved their games away from 

Glenshea Park.  When the South Waikato Rugby Union was running the gate at 
the Park, the gate takings were between $200 and $500 every Saturday within 
the season.  This money was not put back into the club which prompted the 
Putaruru Rugby Football Club (PRFC) to move to the Nola Block so they could 
control the gates and use the money to maintain their own ground.  
 
In 1994 the caravan park at Glenshea Park was de-registered as it did not comply 
with the New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice, the Camping Ground 
Regulations 1985 or the Health Regulations 1966.  The power boxes were 
disconnected, toilets and showers not repaired and the ablution block closed.  
 
In 1996 the Putaruru United League Club was granted permanent use of Glenshea 
Park from the Council.  The second field was fitted with lights and maintenance of 

the grounds improved.  Originally, this club was an association between two 
existing clubs namely Tokoroa and Putaruru.  The Putaruru Club used to occupy 
the Domain Road Sportsground but started using the top two fields located in 
Glenshea Park.  
 
In 1997 extensive work was done on the maintenance of the Glenshea Park 

grandstand which included exterior roofing and sheathing repairs, painting of the 
canopy walls to the roof line, painting of the exterior corrugated galvanised iron 
roofing and painting of the exterior corrugated wall sheathing.  
 
In 1998 the painting and lining of the changing rooms behind the Glenshea 
Grandstand and display hall occurred.  This work resulted in a great improvement 

to the facility.  Work for this was done by members of the Forestland Rugby 
League Club with Council providing materials and supervision with the 
construction.   
 

 
PURPOSE 

 

The Park and facilities within is an area for active sport, providing a large area of 
open green space, and is home to many clubs and associations.  The park is also 
often used as an exercise area for dogs.  Under local Dog Control Bylaws, the 
park is classified as a “Dog Exercise Area” which allows dogs to run free without 
being restrained.  
 

SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 
 

The large grassed open space of Glenshea Park developed for community use and 
located within the built up urban area of Putaruru is the most significant 
landscape feature. This area of open space is invaluable as a neighbourhood park 
for the adjacent residents and as a focus and opportunity for local and wider rural 

community for regular sport, recreation and for special events. 
 
The mature trees are also a special feature and provide the spatial definition for 
the site. These trees add to the amenity value of Glenshea Park including shade, 
changing seasons and a sense of history 
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The War Memorial Gates are a further significant feature of Glenshea Park.   

These gates were put in after WWII in the 1950’s.  Plaques are situated on the 
left hand side of the gates and commemorate those soldiers from Putaruru who 
were killed in action.  Those who are remembered are as follows: 
 

     T  R Baker R E Hildreth 
 

C McCurran 
 

     F S Blackwell C T Holley 
 

R B McClymont 
 

R.W. Boyes 

 

Hooper 

 

D McArthur 

 
J.M. Burgess 

 
J H Howland 

 
A Nicklin 

 

W C Crickett 
 

L D Lory 
 

J S Paton 
 

D P Goodwin 

 

D T Morrison 

 

     H L Patton 

R H Gillies 
 

C W Misson 
 

F Pepperell 
 

D W Eastgate 
 

L L Marshall-Inman 
 

S H Purchas 
 

J C Donald 
 

E Martin 
 

D R C Rollett 
 

G H Dodds 
 

R A Martin 
 

C H T Sandford 

     A  Heke L M  McCurran 
 

 

 

HERITAGE SITES 

 
Glenshea Park has no heritage sites. 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

Glenshea Park does not have a separate Council reserve committee, and is 
administered directly by the South Waikato District Council.  
 

USE 

 
From the early 1930’s Glenshea Park has been used by a variety of organisations 

including rugby, tennis, netball, basketball, athletics and the A & P Association. 
The A & P show is an annual event which still takes place on the Park.  The Park 
is also still used for school sporting events and exchanges and sheepdog trials. 
 
Currently, the only team sport played on the grounds is netball, although in 
2006/07 tennis started up again.  The netball/tennis courts are used on a 

seasonal basis with an informal agreement between the Putaruru Netball and 
Tennis Associations and the Council.  The baths are also used by schools and the 
community over the summer season.    
 

Over the years the Park has had seen some extensive development and although 
the current use in the twenty first century is not as great as it once was, the area 
still provides an exceptional community facility.  
 

 



 

7  

 Glenshea Park Reserve Management Plan 
 

USER GROUPS 
 

The current user groups at the Park are the A & P Association, the Dog Trial Club, 
Netball and Tennis Associations and numerous schools for activities, fundraisers 
and exchanges.  
 
Present and past use of the Park includes: 
• A & P Show events, held annually. 

• School Athletics, Cross Country Days, Triathlons and Sports Exchanges; 
schools around the District regularly use the grounds for these events.   

• Putaruru Athletics and Harrier Club; athletic meets and trainings can be held 
at the Park.  

• The tennis courts were often used more so in the past, however, St Mary’s 
Primary School has put the nets up this season (2006/2007) for use by the 
Putaruru Tennis Association and the general public. 

• Swimming Club use the pools on a seasonal basis. 
• Putaruru Netball Centre; the netball courts (6) are used from around the 

beginning of May to the beginning of July. Council maintains the court 
grounds such as providing new seal and ‘Chemwash’ treatments to ensure a 
safe non-slip court surface. 

• Fundraisers are often held on the grounds. A recent example of this is the 24 

hour fundraiser for Putaruru College Sports teams so that they could 
compete in the Southern Skies Tournament in Australia (July 2006).  

• Putaruru Tirau Matamata Dog Trial Club; dog trials are often held on one 
field only.  

• The air ambulance uses Glenshea Park as a site to uplift patients. It is used 
as an emergency landing site and thus shares the same access rights as the 

public. 
• Hamilton Zephyr Zodiac Club; the park at one stage was annually used for 

‘Ford Day’ events where car enthusiasts met from in and around surrounding 
Districts.  

• South Waikato Country Music Club used to hold their annual Mardi Gras 
events at the Park 

• Whirling Brothers Circus; Glenshea Park provides excellent facilities for 
travelling circuses.  

• Christmas Float Parade fun day which was held in 2004. 
• Putaruru Junior Cricket Club in conjunction with the ‘Milo Have A Go’ 

programme. 
• In the 2009 and 2010 winter seasons the Putaruru Vikings Rugby League 

Club has used Glenshea Park to host games of junior rugby league. 
• For the 2010/2011 summer season the existing grass wicket block in the 

park has been refurbished to allow the Putaruru Cricket Club to play their 
home games on the park for this season and in coming seasons. 

 

LESSEES 
 

The Park is not leased out to any users but for events and club use etc. a ground 
hire charge may apply. 
 

Currently, the only lease recorded in the Lease Register for Glenshea Park is for 
the Putaruru A & P Association for a building site for 25 years ending expiring in 
1988 with no rental. This has not been renewed although the building still 

remains on site.  
 
 
 
 



 

8  

 Glenshea Park Reserve Management Plan 
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 

Section/Lot Area 

Lot 1 DPS 2946 1.4201 Hectares 

Lot 2 DP 25363  0.8423 Hectares 

Part Lot 1 DP 15603 3.2375 Hectares 
Lot 1 DP 36234 0.325 Hectares 

Lot 18 DP 17150  0.1545 Hectares 

Lot 19 DP 17150 0.1406 Hectares 

Lot 20 DP 17150 0.1095 Hectares 

Lot 21 DP 17150 0.1012 Hectares 
Lot 22 DP 17150 0.1012 Hectares 

Lot 23 DP 17150 0.1012 Hectares 

Lot 24 DP 17150 0.1012 Hectares 

Section 7 Block X PNSD 0.3131 Hectares 
Lot 1 DP 17150 0.1604 Hectares 

Lot 2 DP 17150 0.1621 Hectares 
Lot 3 DP 17150 0.1012 Hectares 
Lot 4 DP 17150 0.1012 Hectares 

Lot 5 DP 17150 0.1012 Hectares 
Lot 4 DPS 22950* 0.0915 Hectares 

Lot 5 DPS 22950* 0.1127 Hectares 
Lot 6 DPS 22950* 0.1159 Hectares 

 
Area: 7.8961 Hectares 
 

 
 
Figure One: Map of Glenshea Park and its legal appellations 
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CLASSIFICATION 
 

The Reserve has been classified for recreation purposes pursuant to the Reserves 
Act 1977.  
 
By New Zealand Gazette 1959 (pg 417) it was declared that pursuant to the 
Reserves and Domains Act 1953 under Section 13 the Putaruru Borough Council 
resolved that the pieces of land held by the Mayor, Councillors, and Citizens in fee 

simple were now to be declared a public reserve for recreation purposes.  This 
land included Part Lot 1 DP 15603, Lots 1 and 2 DP 25363, Lot 1 DP 2946, Lots 1-
5 and 18-24 DP 17150 and Section 7, Block X, Patetere North Survey District (see 
Figure One for further clarification).  
 
The Reserves Act 1977 came into force 1 January 1977 with the Reserves and 
Domains Act 1953 being repealed.  The Reserves Act 1977 also provided in 
Section 2 that the definition of “Reserve or Public Reserve” includes “any land 
that was immediately before the commencement of this Act was a domain or 
public domain within the meaning of the Reserves and Domains Act 1953”. 
 
In 1983 it was gazetted (New Zealand Gazette 1983 pg 1,077) that pursuant to 
the Reserves Act 1977 Lot 1 DPS 2946, Lots 1-5 and 18-24 DP 17150 and Section 

7 Block X PNSD were declared to be classified as a recreation reserve for 
recreation purposes.  In the same year it was gazetted (pg 1,384 and 1,869) that 
Lot 1 DP 36234 (pool site) which was held by the Putaruru Borough Council in fee 
simple was declared a reserve for recreation purposes and became classified as a 
reserve for recreation purposes pursuant to the Reserves Act 1977. 
 

NZ Gazettes do not disclose if Part Lot 1 DP 15603 or Lots 1 and 2 DP 25363 
have been classified recreation reserves for recreation purposes (they have been 
declared public reserves).   This needs further clarification.   
 
Under the District Plan the land is zoned as Recreation Reserve. 
 

THE FUTURE FOR THE PARK 
 

Challenges 
 

Improving use of the Park is a key challenge for the future. All future 
development must enhance and promote the usage opportunities to ensure that 
Glenshea Park is retained as a sustainable and viable open space park for active 
and passive sport and community events for the people of Putaruru. 
 
In 2006 an expression of interest by the Waicoabay Stallions Rugby League 
Franchise to use Glenshea Park as a training facility for the 2006 and 2007 
seasons was received.  Due to the location of the Park and Putaruru in the centre 
of the team’s catchment area it was felt that it would provide the most suitable 

location for players from around the region who made up the franchise to meet to 
train and play competition games.  During this time discussions amongst the 
parties were held as to the suitability of the park and its facilities and as to who 
would be responsible for providing these, however in the end the decision was 
made not to precede with the use of the park.    
 

Prior to 2006 Council consulted with the Putaruru community on the location of 
the Memorial Baths and in February of 2006 Council made the decision to 
construct a new pool at the Putaruru Primary School as a joint venture between 
Council and the Department of Education.  After further consideration it was 
found that this project was not feasible and the decision was then made to 
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refurbish the existing pool at the Glenshea Park site.  This work was undertaken 
prior to the 2008/2009 summer season.  In spring of 2009 Council undertook 

some clearing and re-planting around the boundaries of the pool in the park to 
tidy up this area and improve the appearance of the pool surrounds.   
 
Options for the future of the Reserve 

 
In the 2009-19 Long Term Council Community Plan the Council has set aside 

$24,000 in 2009/2010 to landscape the pool enclosure and a further $8,000 to 
renew the netting on the Glenshea Park boundary fence.  In the 2010/2011 year 
funding of $42,000 is set aside to develop a sealed and lit walkway between 
Grandstand carpark and the netball courts, with renovations on the Grandstand 
carpark of $17,500 for the following year.  Further extensions to the proposed 
pathway are indicated for the 2012/2013 at a cost of $80,000 and the 
replacement of the existing Grandstand is proposed for the 2014/2015 year at a 
cost of $750,000.   
 
Options for the future of the Park are outlined below, to stimulate discussion.  
They include maintaining the Park as it is at present, to improving the use of the 
Park, to rationalising parts of it. 
 

 
Future options – Glenshea Park 

 

Strategy Actions Benefits to the 

Community 

Priority 

Maintain the 

Reserve with 
existing 
facilities 

• Replace the existing 

Grandstand with a new 
purpose built changing room 
and Grandstand structure.  

• Replacing all the permanent 
rubbish bins with a few 
standard types. Generally high 

profile parks have stainless 
steel bins which are powder 
coated and provide for ease of 
maintenance for the 
contractors. 

• Signs portraying historic 
information of the Reserve 

• Enhance Memorial Gates and 
Memorial Plaques with planting 

• Provide lighting around the 
toilets and carparks 

• Improve parking at the tennis 
and netball site 

 

Allows for a 

recreational facility 
and an open green 
space for the 
community 

High 

Improve 
usage of the 
Reserve 

• Development of a children’s 
playground area 

• Development of a walkway 
around Putaruru that links 
Glenshea Park with the town.  

• Investigate how to attract 
further user groups to the 
Reserve 

 

Provides an area for 
recreational use such 
as sports, picnicing 
and a playground for 
members of the 

community 

Medium 

Hold • Maintain the Reserve at its Allows possible use of Medium 
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underutilised 
parts of the 

Reserve for 
improved 
future use 
 

current service levels underutilised areas for 
future developmental 

ideas 

Rationalise 
underutilised 

parts of the 
Reserve 

• Subdivide the lower grassed 
area for residential sections 

• Create a cul-de-sac on the 
northern side of the Reserve 

Allows for use by the 
community of 

underutilised areas 

Low 

 

Other suggestions: 
 
• Turf for soccer and hockey 
• Develop a mobile caravan park on the lower area 
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