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Introduction 
 
The Management Plan for Totara Park has been prepared to enable clarification of 
the overriding management objectives and policies for the protection, 
development and ongoing maintenance of the Reserve over the long term.   The 
Plan is a tool by which information on the current development of the Reserve 
can be summarised, and future development proposals and maintenance 
requirements set out clearly.    

 
General policies of relevance to all reserves, including Totara Park are detailed in 
the document “South Waikato District Reserves Policy 2010” which needs to be 
read in conjunction with this Management Plan. 
 
 
Reserve Description 
 
Totara Park is one of Putaruru’s premier reserves and a key recreational facility 
within the district. Of moderate visual appeal the land consists of two flat blocks 
of land and can be divided into two distinct areas.  
 
Near the entrance of the reserve is the Putaruru Rangers (soccer club) building 
which is owned and operated by the Putaruru Districts Memorial Club (PDSMC) 
Inc.  Parking areas are located adjacent to the club building.  
 
Putaruru Full Primary School is located to the east of the reserve. The south and 
west boundaries of the reserve back on to farm land, whilst the north is a 
residential area.  The Putaruru Rugby Club building and fields are adjacent to the 
south of the reserve. 
 
 
 

 
 

The Putaruru Rangers building 
 

 
Totara Park has an active recreation landscape character with a history of use 
from a wide range of sporting codes.  This is a very valuable amenity for Putaruru 
with sports fields and a pavilion.  It is currently underutilised for most of the 
former sporting codes with the exception of Putaruru Rangers. 
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History 
 
The reserve known as Totara Park was purchased in mid-1970 as part of the Nola 
Block and developed as a recreation reserve, the immediate need at the time 
being to provide an area for soccer and hockey fields.  
 
Due to a need for more playing grounds land was acquired in the 1970’s as a part 
of a subdivision expansion. The need for playing fields for sport in the district had 
become more and more urgent and after considering the possible development of 
a portion of the Putaruru Domain it was felt that the parts of the domain were 
better suited for industrial development. A decision was reached to apply to the 
Minister of Lands to uplift the recreation reserve of some 21 acres of domain land 
and to replace it with an area within Mr Nola’s land (farmland that was bought by 
the County Council for subdivision purposes) to be set aside and developed for 
recreation.  The swap also left the Borough with a balance payment of $2000 
cash to put towards park development. The combined playing areas of the 
primary and intermediate schools and the adjacent new recreation reserve was 
expected to more than satisfy sports needs for the foreseeable future.  
 

 
 

View to the south towards the Putaruru Rugby Club facilities 
 

 
The Nola Block also provided a winter home for the soccer club: Putaruru Rangers 
AFC. The remaining portion of recreation reserve in Kennedy Drive that was not 
sold to the rugby club was owned by Council.  Providing two full-sized and one 
junior field, Totara Park was leased by the soccer club for six months of the year. 
In 1978 the club was able, with the appropriate community facility subsidy from 
the government and vast amounts of fundraising, to build its own clubrooms at 
Totara Park. It was used by several sporting codes, including the Putaruru Indoor 
Basketball Club which had formerly played at the fully booked high school 
gymnasium.  
 
On a draft Parks and Reserves Strategic Recreation Plan prepared in 1994, 
recommendations were made for Totara Park to improve drainage, consider 
lighting improvements, and prepare a joint management plan for Glenshea Park, 
Totara Park and Putaruru Domain. A similar recommendation was made in the 
SWD Leisure Strategy prepared in 1999, that Council investigate rationalising 
Totara and Glenshea Parks. However, little progress has been made on this 
because of the changing nature of the fortunes of the main clubs involved. 
 
In October 2001 the Putaruru District Services Memorial Club purchased the 
building from the Soccer Club which had fallen into recess, and has begun to 
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rejuvenate soccer activities as well as undertake overdue maintenance on the 
building.  
 
 
Significant Features 
 
The open space, specimen trees and the view to the hills on the horizon and to 
Maungatautari over the western boundary are the most significant landscape 
features.  A large formal hedge along the eastern boundary of the existing access 
road creates a visual and physical barrier to the east. This hedge provides shelter 
for the adjacent school and some shelter for the park and carpark area. 
 
There is a memorial tree planted along the clubrooms as a memorial to the late 
John Eyre. His ashes were also placed there.  Mr Eyre was a committee member 
of the Putaruru Rangers AFC since the late 1960’s and was a very active member 
of the Club’s executive for many years.  
 
 
Heritage Sites 
 
There are no heritage sites situated on the reserve. 
 
 
Location 
 
The reserve is located on Kennedy Drive, Putaruru. 
 
 

 
 

Figure One: Location of Totara Park, Putaruru 
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Purpose 
 
The park and facilities within are an area for active sport and passive recreation, 
providing a large area of open green space.    
 
 
Use 
 
The area is available for a range of active and passive activities; however, its use 
is low and not as great as it once was.  Yet the area still provides an exceptional 
community facility.  
 
From the 1970’s the reserve has been used by a variety of organisations including 
rugby, touch, soccer, gymnastics, cricket, softball and school sporting events. 
However, the current use has declined with the rugby and soccer association 
being the prominent users. Senior soccer is being played in 2007 and junior 
soccer is being run through the St Patrick’s school. Touch rugby has a huge 
following during the summer and has needed to use the rugby ground as extra 
capacity. Schools are using the grounds as backup for visiting teams although 
Glenshea Park is traditionally used for most sporting events for schools. The 
Putaruru Combined Primary School, although adjacent, has limited use of the 
fields. 
 
Totara Park is not a designated dog exercise area, however, dogs are allowed as 
long as they are on a leash.  
 
Part of the reserve also forms a storm water detention area to help control the 
flow of water during period of heavy rainfall, this is the area of the reserve to the 
rear of the Putaruru primary School site. 
 
 
Legal Description 
 
 

Section/Lot Area (ha) Classification Gazette Reference 
Lot 1 DPS 26090  4.0203 Recreation Reserve 1981 page 1921 
Lot 1 DPS 64289 0.0683 Recreation Reserve N/A 
Lot 3 DPS 26090 2.1758 Recreation Reserve 1981 page 1921 
Lot 2 DPS 64289  0.7336 Recreation Reserve N/A 
 
   Total: 6.998 hectares 
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Figure Two: Map of Totara Park and its legal appellations 
 
 

Classification 
 
The reserve has been classified for recreation purposes pursuant to the Reserves 
Act 1977.  
 
In 1981 it was gazetted that Lot 1 DPS 26090 was declared to be reserve land 
and to be classified as a reserve for recreation purposes, subject to the provisions 
of the Reserves Act 1977. 
  
 
User Groups 
 
The following past and present groups have utilised the reserve: 
 

• Putururu Soccer Club (Rangers AFC) 
• Putaruru Touch Association 
• The Putaruru Gymnastics Club (2001) has been a regular tenant, usually 

using the building for three terms a year.  
• The reserve and building has seen many one-off events such as weddings 

and an inter-marae sports event organised by the Raukawa Trust Board 
(2001 Sep). 

• Putaruru Rugby Club 
• Putaruru Cricket Club: use for Twilight Cricket 
• Business House Summer Soccer 
• Waikato Cross Country Champs (hosted by Putaruru Intermediate) 
• Social Softball  

 
Currently, formal use of the Park is by the Putaruru Rangers in winter and touch 
rugby over the summer months.  
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Lessees 
 

Lessee Term Expiry For 

Putaruru District 
Services Memorial 
Club. 

The Club owns the Soccer 
Clubroom building but leases 
the ground it is on from the 
Council. 13/10/2021 Clubroom Use. 

 
 
The Future for the Reserve 
 
The medium term use is not planned to change.  Council plans to maintain this 
reserve at its current level of service as a community asset, improving the visual 
appeal somewhat.   
 



The following development options are proposed: 
 

Strategy Options Benefits to the Community Priority 
• Retain Totara Park in its present 

form as a valuable community 
asset. 

• Promote and market the Park for 
community use. 

• Work with local sporting codes and 
other interest groups to increase 
usage of the sports grounds and 
pavilions 

 

• Plant low growing wetland and margin 
species along the drain on the western 
side to define the parks western 
boundary. 

• Plant additional specimen trees in the 
grass to the south of the building. Use 
the same species as existing on site to 
provide shade, shelter, and continuity of 
planting and landscape character.   

• Liaise with tree specialist in regard to  
the potential to cut access through the 
existing hedge to allow access to the 
school grounds 

• Protection of a valuable 
open space for long term 
use by residents of 
Putaruru. 

• Potential for shared use 
by the adjacent school. 

Medium 
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