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NAU MAI, HAERE MAI NEW CITIZENS

n May we welcomed another wonderful group of new New Zealanders, and some of their

whanau and friends, to our second Citizenship Ceremony of the year. The event was made

even more special by a vibrant cultural performance from Te Ara Metua Punanga Reo Kuki
Airani.

ZERO WASTE, BIG IMPACT: ENVIROSCHOOLS STUDENTS DRIVE

CHANGE FROM THE GROUND UP

ecently, as part of the Enviroschools programme,

schools in South Waikato explored the concept

of waste and what it truly means to be "zero
waste." Enviroschools is a nationwide programme
supported by Toimata Foundation that encourages
students to explore, learn and take action towards
creating a sustainable community. Enviroschools
reaches 10 schools in the South Waikato District with
funding support from South Waikato District Council
and Waikato Regional Council. For students from
Tokoroa Intermediate, Bishop Edward Gaines and Te
Waotu, coming together in Tokoroa was an eye-opening
experience coordinated by Enviroschools Waikato.

Page South Waikato Indoor

Pools Update
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They learned exactly where our resources come from
and how much energy goes into creating the everyday
products we often take for granted. A major highlight
of the day was the showcase of Tokoroa Intermediate’s
Rusty Demons, a student-led team that upcycles and
restores vehicles. Their recycled, upcycled and revived
motorbike impressed everyone, earning them the
Earth Care Award and second place in the Standard
Bike category for the Waikato/BOP region last year.
This experience has sparked a wave of enthusiasm for
zero-waste practices, proving that with knowledge
and action, students can make a real difference in their
communities.

Local Government
Elections 2025

2025-26
ANNUAL PLAN

Council continues to follow the roadmap set out
inits Long Term Plan (LTP) 2024-34, ensuring
consistency in its planning for the years ahead.
After consulting with the community last August,
Council approved the ten-year plan. More
recently, in April, staff were directed to prepare
the Annual Plan for 2025-26, aligning with Year 2
of the LTP.

Since there are no significant changes from
what was initially consulted on as part of the

LTP, the Council won't be conducting additional
consultation for the 2025-26 Annual Plan. The
final plan was presented at the Council meeting
on 25 June, with copies and further details on
upcoming initiatives available at Council facilities
and online channels.

This streamlined approach aims to maintain
transparency while ensuring continuity in
community planning. Keep an eye out for updates!

ANHUAL PLAN

AMHUAL REPORT

Community Partnerships
in Action
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Elected Members toured the facility and received an update from the project manager and contractors

he Tokoroa Indoor Pools have been a hive of activity in recent
months, as work to refurbish the much-loved community
facility continues to happen at pace.

The demolition phase of the work, which was included as a major
project in the District’s Long Term Plan for 2024-2034, has seen
much of the inside of the building taken down in preparation for new
construction and the installation of more modern technology and
materials.

Taking down before building up

The reception area which greets pool users as they enter the
building has been stripped out, along with the previous tile flooring
and the ceiling.

The existing main pool structure - which will remain in place - has
been drained and braced in order for machines to operate in the
vicinity without causing damage.

In anticipation of a revamped changing room area, the existing
rooms have been removed. In April, work was also completed to
remove the previous concrete filter tanks and the wind lobby at the
front of the facility.

“What’s happening at the pools is a real sign of progress for our
District; we are getting things done,” Mayor Gary Petley said.

Rebuild phase kicks off

Earlier in May, Elected Members toured the facility and received an
update from the project manager and contractors.

“There’s a lot of work in the pipelines - literally,” Council’s Leisure
Services Manager Janice Eland said. “The drainage in the change
areais now installed and we are starting to re-build the change area.
The splash pad and spa pools pipework have been installed and
modified.”

She also mentioned that the spa pools will operate separately, so one spa pool will
always be working when the other needs to be cleaned. There will also be jets in both
spas.

Rebuild work has also started in the plant room. A new roof and large louvre doors
have been fitted.

What’s next?

In the upcoming months, the team will continue with the pool piping and internal wall
framing. The drains for the new changing rooms will be installed and work will begin on
the new external building cladding.

“We will be working on rebuilding the change area, wall framing, roofing, cladding,
window joinery and glazing,” Eland said.

“The work is happening at pace and we will have more updates for you to look forward
to,” she said. Council has also installed Progression Boards at facilities across the

District where the public can track ongoing work.
T It J
What’s

happening at
the pools is

a real sign of
progress for
our District;
we are getting
things done..."
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OUR PROGRESS IN PICTURES...

Be sure to check out the Progression Boards at facilities across the District where the public can track ongoing work.

discover it... live it... love it.. ™ swoc K
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The reception area has been stripped out, along with the previous tile flooring and the ceiling. The existing main pool
structure has been drained and braced, and the existing changing rooms have been removed.




ONE TAG -
SIMPLIFYING DOG
REGISTRATION

system called One Tag, which involves just one
durable tag that is designed to last your dog's
lifetime, with no yearly replacement required.

| n June, Council rolled out a new dog registration

The registration year will still run from 1 July to
30 June the following year, with full fees needing to be
paid by 31 July to avoid a penalty.

Pop into one of our offices to pay your registration fee
and collect your One Tag. Our friendly team are happy
to help with your questions.

Don’t throw it away - this tag is meant to stay.
WHY THE CHANGE?

Convenient: No more annual tag swaps.

Easy: Keepit, reuse it - it lasts.

WHY ARE WE USING PLASTIC?
Metal tags cost more and we don’t want to pass that on
to dog owners.

These plastic tags are also recyclable through our
supplier.

WHAT IF IT BREAKS OR GETS LOST?

We’'ll replace faulty tags for free within the first 12
months of issue. You can purchase a replacement tag if
one is misplaced or damaged.

DO IHAVE TO DO ANYTHING DIFFERENT
TOREGISTER MY DOG THIS YEAR THEN?
No, you register your dog the same way you would any
other year, and instead of a coloured strap tag that
needs to be replaced annually, you'll be issued with a
One Tag which you can keep.

DOES THIS MEAN | DON’T HAVE TO PAY
REGISTRATION FOR MY DOG AFTER THIS
YEAR?

No, the Dog Control Act requires that dog registration
fees are paid annually, you just won’t have to come into
one of our offices to pay and collect a tag if that’s not
convenient; you can pay online or via internet banking
and the registration is applied to your existing One Tag.

Local Government

Elections 2025:

Your Guide to Enrolling,
and Voting

he Local Elections for the South
TWaikato District are held every

three years. These elections decide
who will become Mayor of the District,
Councillors for each of the three Wards

and local Community Board Members for
Tirau.

Whether you're looking to have your

say by voting, considering standing for
Council, or ensuring you're enrolled, here's
acomprehensive guide to the three key
phases of the election process.

Phase 1: Enrolling to Vote

To participate in the upcoming elections,
you must be enrolled. Eligible individuals
include New Zealand citizens or permanent
residents aged 18 or older who have lived in
New Zealand for at least one year at some
pointin their life.

Ensure you're enrolled by 1 August 2025.
After this date, you'll need to cast a special
vote.

You can enrol or update your details online at

vote.nz or by calling 0800 36 76 56.
Resident Ratepayer Elector

If you live in one area but pay rates in
another, you may be eligible to enrolas a
non-resident ratepayer elector. This allows
you to vote in the council district where
you pay rates, even if you don't reside
there. Eligibility criteria apply, and you can
find more information and the necessary

forms on the South Waikato District Council

elections page (under the Search bar).

If you're passionate about making a
difference and have a vision for the South
Waikato District, consider standing for
election. To be eligible, candidates must
be New Zealand citizens, enrolled as
parliamentary electors, and nominated by
two electors from the district or ward they
wish to represent. The nomination period
and fee details will be announced closer to
the election date.

Phase 3: Voting

Voting in the South Waikato District Council
elections is conducted by postal vote.
Enrolled voters will receive their voting
documents in the mail in September 2025.
To ensure your vote is counted, return

your completed voting papers by 12 noon
on Saturday 11 October 2025. Voting by
post is the primary method, but there will
be designated drop-off points for your
convenience. Council will announce these
locations in due course on social media and
via the Antenno mobile app.

Special Vote

If you don't receive your voting documents,
have lost or damaged them, or need to
enrol after the 1 August deadline, you can
cast a special vote. To do so, enrol on the
parliamentary electoral roll by 7 October
2025 and request a special vote from the
Electoral Office at 0800 36 76 56. Both
steps must be completed for your special
vote to be valid.

Key Dates to Remember
4 July: Candidate nominations open

9 July: Candidate Information Evening

1 August: Roll closure and nominations
close 12pm. People need to be enrolled by
5pm to receive voting papers in the mail

9 September: Letter to unpublished
electors sent

9 - 22 September: Delivery of voting
papers

20 September: Voting period starts
10 October: Final day for late enrolments
11 October: Voting closes at midday

Your participation in these elections
is vital. Whether you're enrolling to vote,
considering standing for Council, or
preparing to cast your ballot, you play a
crucial role in shaping the future of the
South Waikato District.

For more information and updates, visit
www.southwaikato.govt.nz and click on
ELECTIONS 2025 (just under the search
bar).
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Council Unveils Refurbished Pensioner Units in Tokoroa

arlier this year, Council handed over the keys to two newly

refurbished pensioner housing units in Tokoroa, at a morning

tea attended by members of the Council property team and
Mayor Gary Petley.

The renovations included repainting both units, laying down new
carpet and flooring, while upgrades were undertaken as needed on
bathrooms and kitchens.

In addition to the occupants receiving the keys to their new pad,
everyone in attendance was also given an information booklet that
contains useful information about the District and key contacts at
Council that they may need from time-to-time.

GETTING INVOLVED IN LOCAL PROJECTS CAN BE EASY,

AFFORDABLE AND FUN

The following article is part of a 'Local Legend’ Series coordinated by The Pokaiwhenua Catchment Group (PCG) and GoEco.

t’s a family affair! Pokaiwhenua Catchment Group (PCG) and GoEco recently spoke
with Bill Teague, his daughter Sarah Beaven and grandson, Logan Beaven, about the
PCG and other South Waikato environmental projects.

GoEco reckons this family and the PCG are ‘local legends’. They spoke with the
whanau alongside the Whakauru Stream.

PCG have been working with Raukawa, DairyNZ and South Waikato District Council
since 2023 to restore different parts of the Whakauru Stream. The South Waikato
Investment Fund (SWIFT) has helped resource these projects.

The Teague whanau are big supporters of stream bank restoration. Bill and Logan
regularly attend the PCG planting days. Logan and his sisters catch possums on their
Lichfield property to protect their fruit trees and keep tuberculosis at bay.

Sarah supports local school projects whenever she can. She’s helped with a school
natives’ nursery, food gardens and a school environment group at times. Bill, who

is also alocal vet, has been a school chairman. The whole family enjoys getting

out in nature and doing practical things, like planting. They like to learn about the
environment and meet other locals. Sarah is pleased that their children get a chance
to get out in nature and away from their screens.

Native planting at Whakauru Stream

Bills says that “at the Whakauru Stream, we were putting in plants that were about
a quarter of a metre high last year. They have doubled in size in 12 months. If you

get a nice, wet summer, the native plants take off. They’ve gotta get through that
first summer.” The Whakauru Stream is also cared for by the South Waikato District
Council, as part of its Reserve Management Programme.

Sarah and her husband Cameron have a fencing business. Sarah enjoys seeing how
the rural landscape is changing, with streams being fenced and planted with natives.
“You can see it driving around the country. You can see all these plantings. It looks
really nice. They are starting to get real big. It’s good for us locals and it’s good for
attracting visitors to the area.”

Bill says that his interest in the environment goes way back. “When no one was
doing anything like this, my grandfather got a horticultural degree. He did it through
correspondence in the 1950s. When he retired, he became a Landscape Designer,
which didn’t exist back then. Everyone just stuck a tree in, anywhere."

The Whakauru Stream Restoration Project is just one of many
projects coordinated by the PCG in and around Tokoroa.

Looking to get involved in local environmental projects?

There are lots of ways you can get involved in local projects. You
can do big and small things for the environment and be any age or
ability. And the bonus is you get to spend time outside in nature in
some special parts of your community with friendly people.

If you are interested in learning more, go to:
www.pokaiwhenua.org.nz
WWW.g0EC0.0rg.nz

www.waiconnection.nz

Bill Teague with daughter Sarah Beaven and grandson Logan Beaven



COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS IN
ACTION

he new-look Pirates changing rooms in

Tokoroa serves as an excellent example

of what can be achieved when our
communities come together for acommon goal.

Earlier this year the once rundown facility — which
is used by several Tokoroa sporting codes and
groups - received a much-needed makeover
ahead of the winter sports season.

Thanks to a $120,000 funding boost from Pub
Charity, a brand-new roof was put up at the block,
while a range of other work was completed thanks
to the generous support of several businesses
and individuals.

Bunnings went above and beyond by supplying
building materials to create a separate shower for
wahine, painting both the interior and exterior,
alongside donating thoughtful extras like

mirrors and coat hooks to make the space more
user-friendly.

Local building firm Alan Wilson Builders also
donated their time and expertise to create a
separate women's shower area and toilet, which
included adding a new wall.

Dulux meanwhile supplied all the paint and
materials and sent two team members to work
alongside Bunnings, to bring the vibrant new look
to life.

Tokoroa community stalwart George Tahapehi -
or Koro George as he’s more affectionately known
- also donated his time to paint all the doors and
seat benches.

He mihi nui ki a koutou katoa - a
massive thank you to everyone
involved. Your hard mahi and
generosity have truly made a
difference!

UPCOMING
EVENTS

July 2025

18 July & 19 July: South Waikato
Motocross Club (Tokoroa Airfield)

25 July: Drive New Zealand (Tokoroa
Airfield)

30 July: Council Meeting (Council
Chamber)

August 2025

2 August: Tokoroa Aero Club Training Day
(Tokoroa Airfield)

3 -9 August: Cook Island Language Week

3 August: South Waikato Motocross Club
Winter Series (Tokoroa Airfield)

10 August: Motorsport Bay of Plenty
(Tokoroa Airfield)

13 August: Local Services Committee
Meeting (Council Chamber)

14 August: Tirau Community Board (War
Memorial Hall)

20 August: Growth and Infrastructure
Committee (Council Chamber)

27 August: Council Meeting (Council
Chamber)

29 August: Citizenship Ceremony (Council
Chamber)

Uapou Fellowship 2025

On the last weekend of May, a vibrant and
special three-day weekend celebrating Uapou
Fellowship 2025 was held at our Sport and
Events Centre. Over a thousand attended

from all over New Zealand to mark 50 years of
Uapou, a powerful union of church communities
symbolising pillars of unity through faith,
culture and connection. This celebration once
again showed why Tokoroa proudly shines as
the 16th star of the Cook Islands.
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Let's rule out bad
parking at schools

ne of the issues that seems to occur

regularly around schools is drivers

parking where they are not supposed
to. It's important that we all do our part to keep
our rangatahi safe and keep traffic flowing
smoothly. Unfortunately, some unsafe and
inconsiderate parking behaviours are becoming
more common around schools. Not only do
these actions increase the risk of harm to
students and parents, but they can also lead to
costly fines.

Here are a few examples of behaviour that puts
others at risk:

Parking on yellow lines

Painted broken yellow lines help with child
pedestrian visibility and safety. Parking or
stopping on these lines can block the view of
those students doing road patrol, making an
already difficult job harder.

The fine for thisis $100.

Double parking

Some drivers stop beside parked cars to quickly
pick up their children, often calling them across
the road. This blocks other vehicles and creates
a serious safety hazard. Double parking comes
with a $100 fine.

Using the bus bay

Bus bays are for school buses, not private
vehicles. Unless signage clearly allows parking
at certain times, stopping in a bus bay is not
permitted. The fine is $70.

Parking in school driveways or inside
school grounds

Some drivers use school driveways or school
staff parking areas as if they are public parking.
These areas are often limited and may be
needed for staff or those with specific access
needs. Parking in school driveways can block
the footpath and increase the risk of a student
being struck by a backing vehicle.

If any of these examples sound familiar,
remember it is never too late to change your
habits.




The Dog, Tirau 07 883 1202
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DUTCH ELM DISEASE:
A SERIOUS THREAT TO
OUR ELM TREES

utch Elm

Disease s

adeadly
fungal infection,
posing a major
i threat to elm
trees.
The disease is spread by tiny elm bark beetles
from elm to elm, via the trees’ root systems,
movement of firewood or by contaminated
pruning tools. Proper disposal of diseased wood
is essential.
Early symptoms include wilting and/or yellowing
leaves on the tip of a branch and then turning
brown and curling up. Once infected, trees cannot
be cured. Infected trees must be removed and
destroyed by burning, chipping, or deep burial.
Severing root grafts between trees can also help
stop transmission.

Help stop the spread of DED:

Report elm trees suspected of having the
disease to the Ministry for Primary Industries
(MPI).

Do not transport, store or use elm firewood.

Plant alternatives to elms or elm trees
resistant to DED.

If planting elms, keep them at least
20 metres apart.

Who to contact?

DED is a notifiable organism under the Biosecurity
Act 1993. If you suspect DED, please report it to
MPI’s Exotic Pest and Disease Hotline on:
08008099 66.

SELF-SERVICE KIOSKS
ARE HERE

South Waikato Libraries have launched self-
service kiosks which will make the library
experience even better for our members.

Using the new kiosk, members can now check
out and return library items and pay for items.

The kiosks are easy as to use and our friendly
library staff will be available to onboard users to
the new system.

READ IN
TOUCH?
PROVE IT...

..and be in to win a lucky dip
$50 supermarket voucher.

We will be running this
competition every issue. The
answers to the five questions
below are in this issue - July
2025. You have to get them all
correct to be in the draw.

Text your answers and your
name to 027 287 5980 or
private message our Facebook
page by 25 August 2025.

1. When does the Voting
period start?

2. What’s one benefit of
the new One Tag dog
registration system?

3. What are two
improvements made to
the newly refurbished
pensioner housing units in
Tokoroa?

4. Name one improvement
made to the Pirates
changing rooms in Tokoroa.

5. Name one benefit of the
new self-service kiosks at
South Waikato Libraries.

Congratulations to Tina
Richards of Tokoroa who was
drawn as the lucky winner
for the April 2025 In Touch
competition. Thank you to all
those who entered. Try again
thisissue!

The correct answers were:

1. Waikato Water Done Well,
2.18+, 3. SW Ecohub Collective,
4.9 Sep, 5.110ct

Antenno

Be informed. Gel involved,

Antenno is a mobile phone
app that is FREE for users to
download from Google Play or
the App Store.

Install the app. Input your
specific address(es) - home,
work, play, and we send you
messages relevant to your
address. Users can also use the
app to report issues or ideas
tous.

Mayor Gary Petley

0274 836 809
Gary.Petley@southwaikato.govt.nz

TOKOROA ward

Hamish Daine
0273 361676
Hamish.Daine
@southwaikato.govt.nz

Thomas Lee

0273178 758
Thomas.Lee
@southwaikato.govt.nz

Bill Machen
0274715899
Bill.Machen
@southwaikato.govt.nz

Maria Te Kanawa

0273 368 750
maria.tekanawa
@southwaikato.govt.nz

Josiah Teokotai
0272121326

Josiah teokotai
@southwaikato.govt.nz

PUTARURU ward

Marie Farrell

0273 369 257
Marie.Farrell
@southwaikato.govt.nz

Be B Bo Ce

Hans Nelis

0273 365 826
Hans.Nelis
@southwaikato.govt.nz

Sandra Wallace
% 0273 365094
2 SandraWallace
@southwaikato.govt.nz
TIRAU ward

Kerry Purdy

0273 364 541
Kerry.Purdy
@southwaikato.govt.nz

CONTACT YOUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE

IN HOUSE

Produced in-house for South Waikato residents
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