
Fees & Charges 2019-20 Review

About the Fees & Charges 2019-20

Make a submission:
• Online at www.southwaikato.

govt.nz - Say It

• Hard copy (see reverse)
 

Submissions can be made without using 
the form on the back of this summary or 

the online submission form, BUT to be 
accepted, submissions MUST contain 

the following details: full name, address, 
phone number and/or email address.

 
The Fees & Charges 2019-20 

is consulted on under  
Section 82 of the  

Local Government Act. 

All submissions will be read  
and considered, and a  

public hearing held.

How can 
I have my 

say?

Have your say! Wednesday 13 March to Friday 12 April, 4pm

What you need to do
READ 
the Fees 
& Charges 
(the 
changes)

THINK 
about what 
they mean 
for you

WRITE 
down what 
you think  
in your  
submission 

South
Waikato
District
Council

Council is consulting on Fees & 
Charges 2019-20 - the Statement of 

Proposal and Submission Form  
are available from:

- Tokoroa & Putāruru Council offices 
- the Dog in Tīrau 

- www.southwaikato.govt.nz - Say It

Got a question? 
Call Kiri Diamond on 07 885 0340

INTRODUCTION

Council funds its operations in several ways. The 
primary funding source is rates. However, there are 
a few other funding sources including subsidies (eg 
roads), targeted rates (eg urban water supply) and 
Fees & Charges (F&Cs).

Fees & Charges cover the fee paid directly to Council for the 
service. Examples include the pool entry fee, library book charge, 
building consent processing fee; among others.

Council reviews its F&Cs every year. We do this for three reasons:

• to ensure that the cost of running operations is covered 

• to provide for legislation changes

• to check that our Revenue and Finance Policy* is being 
applied to the fees and charges correctly.

*More on the Revenue and Financing Policy

Under legislation, Council has to have a Revenue and Financing 
Policy. This Policy sets out details of how we fund our various 
services and activities. For example, the Policy details that the 
Animal Control and Compliance service is funded 40% by rates and 
60% by user charges (eg, dog registration fees). 

Proposed changes on the centre spread. Please turn over.

Fees & Charges 2019-20 

Submission Form
Title First Name Surname

Address  Town

Email  Phone

Group or organisation you are representing (if applicable) 

Would you like to speak to your submission at the public hearing?    Yes  No

Council’s consultation process is public and your comments will be available for public inspection. 
Your submission won’t be returned to you. If you require a copy, please make one before submitting.

Drop your submission in to the Council offices in Putāruru or Tokoroa or to the Dog in Tīrau  
or mail to Freepost Authority Number 201, Fees & Charges 2019-20, South Waikato District Council,  

Torphin Crescent, Tokoroa, 3420

Have your say! Wednesday 13 March to Friday 12 April, 4pm

My thoughts are... 

TIPS to a clear submission 1. Print legibly.  2. Use simple language  3. Be clear and concise

offi
ce

 u
se

You are welcome to use additional sheets of paper.

My comment relates to this fee:

My thoughts are... 

My comment relates to this fee:



Why the proposed changes

Council is proposing several changes for the 2019-20 year. These are outlined in this Statement of 
Proposal (summary). The full Fees & Charges document is also available for review. Hard copies can be 
collected from the offices in Putaruru and Tokoroa and from The Dog in Tirau or online on our website.

Reasons for the proposed changes to Fees & Charges 2019-20 include:

• several new contracts coming into effect

• changes to external charging structures

• continued legislative changes that affect Council operations

• rounding for administrative purposes; this means some fees have rounded up (eg, $139 to $140) or 
down ($132 to $130)

We have also changed the layout of the Fees & Charges based on feedback from the public.

  And now the proposed BIGGER changes…

The SoP (this document) is a summary of the F&Cs 
that have changed. If you are interested in any of 
these fees and want more information, please read 
the full F&C document. 

Abandoned vehicles
The fee structure for this is 
changing, we are replacing the 
disposal 
fee with an 
administration 
fee. Fee itself 
is similar.

Building Control
Our online building consent processing service, Alpha One, is changing its pricing 
structure. Essentially most fees remain static, with some very minor increases of 
a dollar in many places. 

The Alpha One charge is now listed separate from the processing fee so that 
customers can identity what each charge is paying for. This change has resulted 
from customer feedback. 

There is also the addition of an urban solar water heating charge.

Dog Control
Over and above the 
small increases and 
decreases due to 
rounding, there is an 
increase for disposal of 
dogs and sustenance 
charge. These increases 
are to cover actual 
costs.

Environmental Health
Due to changes in legislation, some 
fees have 
been removed 
and new 
fees added. 
On balance, 
change to 
user charges 
is minimal.

Financial Contributions
Our district is now in a period of growth and development. To help fund future 

development required, Council is increasing Financial Contributions (FCs) in this area, 
some by a substantial amount, some minor increases. If you are interested in this area, 
it is recommended that you review the full plan. Council does still note that it provides 

significant subsidies for FCs (up to 80% in some areas). We do this to encourage 
continued development, but we need to be fair about how the cost of providing new 

infrastructure is split between current ratepayers and developers.

Rubbish bags (official green bags)
An increase of around a dollar per bag 
due to the changes in health and safety 
and envrionmental requirements that has 
resulted in increased costs in this area. 
There has been a recent increase in 
landfill charges, as at 1 March 2019. This 
bag fee is the only change proposed for 
the 2019-20 year, but it is likely that all 
waste management fees will again be 
reviewed for the 2020-21 year.

• Decreases and increases to LIMS, legal 
documents, council facilities (rooms, toilets, 
bins), photocopying, library, cemeteries, animal 
control, sportsgrounds and parks, swimming 
pools due to rounding.

• Decrease in credit card payment fee.

• Regional Infrastructure Technical Specifications 
(RITS) – changed to no charge, now only 
available online, no hard copy.

• Charge for fire permits removed – Council no 
longer processes these, they are processed by 
Fire and Emergency New Zealand.

• New fee under Liquor Licensing of $50 for 
information kept under Section 66 of the Sale 
and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.

• New fee under Rating Rolls of $22.50 for a 
certified copy for a single property.

• One fee change to the Resource Management 
fees related to an increase in Council Officer’s 
hourly rates; increase is minimal.

• Removal of stock impounding costs related to 
range of different animals as treatment and 
cost is the same across animals. There has 
however been a small increase in actual costs 
to remove stray stock and make safe; including 
Council proposing to use vehicle kilometre rates 
as recommended by the IRD.

And the proposed little changes...

How to read this summary and full document
We have structured the full document to include 
the current 2018-19 fee and the proposed fee 
for the 2019-20 year; so you can easily see the 
proposed change. Note the column headers.

Make a submission
Council is keen to hear your thoughts on its 
proposed Fees & Charges 2019-20.

Please make a submission either by using the hard 
copy form on the back of this document or by using 
our online form at this link: www.surveymonkey.
com/r/FeesandCharges-March2019proposed.

All of this documentation is available on our 
website: www.southwaikato.govt.nz - Menu 
(three bars, top left) - Our Council - Community 
Engagement.


