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Tamamutu, was bom. The two were subsequently reconciled, three more sons were bom, and 

the alliance between Ngati Raukawa and Ngati Tuwharetoa maintained (whakapapa b). Te 

Rangiita had assumed the role of paramount chief and his mana extended over the western, 

northern and eastern shores of Taupo Moana. Their children’s names are commemorated in the 

hapu Ngati Parekawa, Ngati Tamamutu, Ngati Manunui, Ngati Meremere, Ngati Tutetawha. Of 

these, Parekawa assumed a significant role in west Taupo. She married Ngahianga, a 

descendant of Wairangi (whakapapa a and c). Their first child was Te Kohera whose name was 

perpetuated in the hapu Ngati Te Kohera. Pakaketaiari, son of Te Kohera, is the name of the 

meeting house at Mokai. By 1840, the region around Lake Taupo was peopled by a number of 

different hapu led by chiefs who operated independently of one another, but not in total 

isolation. There was a form of confederation of the various hapu whose lineages could be traced 

to Tuwharetoa: It was the custom with Ngati Tuwharetoa, from the time of Turangi- tukua until 

the close of the nineteenth century, to select from a panel of high-born men the paramount chief 

and war-leader of the tribe. This rank was not necessarily a hereditary right. It was conferred by 

the tribe on the most suitable man, irrespective of seniority. The ariki of the tribe were the direct 

descendants of the senior male line from the tribal ancestor Tuwharetoa himself, and it was the 

senior ariki’s prerogative on behalf of the people to install the paramount chief. The rank of ariki 

could not be removed as was the case of the paramount chieftainship.15 In 1840 the paramount 

chief was Te Heuheu Tukino (Mananui) who died in a landslide at Te Rapa, near the present 

Waihi village, in 1846. The mother of Mananui was Rangiaho who was of Ngati Matakore and 

Ngati Karewa tribes of Maniapoto. Te Heuheu Iwikau, brother of Mananui, succeeded him and 

led Ngati Tuwharetoa until his death in 1862. He was in turn succeeded by Te Heuheu Tukino 

Horonuku, son of Mananui, who served until 1888, and was succeeded by his son Te Heuheu 

Tukino Tureiti. On 14 July 1891, Judge Puckey, sitting in the Native Land Court at Cambridge, 

made a statement acknowledging the mana of Te Heuheu, in a judgment on the names of 

people to be admitted as owners of the Pouakani block: As regards the claim of Te Heuheu and 

others we have in the proceedings before the Taupo Court the fact that Te Heuheu asserted a 

claim before the Court ... The fact that N. Wairangi were under the protection of Te Heuheu 

during perhaps the most troublous period of the history of the Maoris and that being so they 

were not attacked by their powerful neighbours. In a case like this the Court has to fancy itself 

as sitting shortly after 1840 to decide the ownership of the land. Sitting as we are half a century 

later and looking back at the past through a media more or less disturbing, it is at times difficult 

to see things as they really are (were?) — the Court however believes that if we were actually 

sitting in 1840, the claim of Te Heuheu would not for a moment be disputed. The Pouakani 

block was included in the rohe of Te Heuheu, the land described as Tauponuiatia block before 

the court in 1886. In 1889 a royal commission investigated the Maniapoto and Raukawa 

objections to Te Heuheu’s bound ary.17 In 1890 to 1891 there was a new hearing of Pouakani 

and Maraeroa blocks by the Native Land Court. A large amount of land was subsequently Mana 

Whenua, Mana Tan gat a acquired by the Crown. Underlying all these complex transactions is a 

persist ent theme of the mana of chiefs, their rights of control over land and resources, including 

rights to bring lands before the Native Land Court for investigation of title. These issues were 

fought out in the Native Land Court, under new rules derived from laws passed in parliament, in 



Wellington. A tribal boundary is often described by a series of land marks. It is not fixed as in a 

line surveyed on the ground. People living either side of a line drawn connecting those land 

marks will have lineages in common. The issue of mana here lies in the authority, power and 

prestige of chiefs to determine the fate of their lands against the power of the Native Land Court 

under legislation designed to translate Maori customary tenure into individual property rights in 

blocks with precise surveyed boundaries. The Pouakani block lies at the junction of the territory 

of Maniapoto and Raukawa tribes of Tainui on the one side, and Te Arawa and Tuwharetoa on 

the other. The Pouakani block straddled an important travel route between Waikato and Taupo. 

It had been fought over in the past. It was part of the refuge area following the disruption of the 

wars of the 1860s. The tribunal, sitting a century after the 1889 royal commission on the 

Tauponuiatia block, has also tried to fancy itself as revisiting the events of the 1880s in order to 

understand. We have endeavoured to identify tribal relation ships and set the scene. In the 

following chapters we provide a general historical overview and then focus on the specific 
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