
Kia ora, 

I would like to raise further evidence and questions regarding potential water quality impacts 

associated with the proposed 66-lot subdivision at 1861 Ongaroto Road, Whakamaru. 

This area sits directly beside Lake Whakamaru / Waikato River, a site of both ecological and 

cultural importance, heavily used by locals, visitors, and the Whakamaru Ski Club. Given the 

proximity to the awa and the scale of the proposed development, there are reasonable concerns 

about the adequacy of wastewater and stormwater management, and the potential for nutrient 

and contaminant runoff entering the lake system. 

The developer’s reports reference multiple onsite wastewater treatment systems, which 

significantly increases the risk of nutrient leaching into groundwater and the lake, especially 

considering local soil permeability and the high water table. The site’s location within the 

Waikato River catchment should trigger strict consideration under Te Ture Whaimana o Te 

Awa o Waikato - the primary direction for protecting the health and wellbeing of the river. 

In addition, this area already experiences existing water quality stress due to recreational use 

and runoff from nearby farmland. Introducing 66 more households and associated infrastructure 

could further compromise lake health without robust, centralised wastewater treatment and 

stormwater planning. 

I would appreciate confirmation of: 

1. Whether Waikato Regional Council has independently reviewed the stormwater and 

wastewater assessments; 

 

2. Whether Te Ture Whaimana has been fully applied to this decision; and 

 

3. Whether any updated water quality modelling has been carried out to demonstrate 

long-term cumulative effects on Lake Whakamaru. 

Summary of Water Quality Concerns 

Over recent years, residents have consistently raised concerns about the health of Lake 

Whakamaru and the surrounding waterways. Algae growth, declining fish life, and reduced 

water clarity have been noticed by locals and visitors alike. These issues have been discussed 

across multiple community platforms and observed during lake use, indicating a pattern of 

ongoing water quality decline. Several community members have attempted to report or 

investigate these issues, but responses have been inconsistent. This ongoing concern 

reinforces the need for a cautious approach to any further development near the lake, ensuring 

that proper environmental monitoring, wastewater management, and kaitiakitanga are prioritised 

to protect the awa and its mauri. 



 

 

Ngā mihi nui, 

 Hope Woodward 
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