From: Neil Henderson <activator@kaipatiki.org.nz>
Date: Sat, 19 Jul 2025 at 12:11 AM

Subject: Re bats and development

To: Miss Verryt <missverryt@gmail.com>

Hi Melissa ,| had a look at the results of the bat survey that was done by the Ecologists .
The two weeks they did was the basics ,especially considering that they got bat activity
at all three sites and that a proportion of these were within an hour of dusk and dawn,
indicating ,as they said them selves ,that there might be roosts nearby they were
returning to. The time of year they were monitoring is usually considered part of the
period where females are pregnant and may be returning at night to a maternity roost
where they will have their baby along with other females. In the least ,It would have
been more robust for them to have repeated the survey a couple of months down the
track to give the study a bit more depth. Additionally ,with the possibility of some thing
like a maternity roost around ,setting out a couple of loggers across the Waikato River
,at the Bluff that can be accessed via Pokuru Road ,might have given them some
interesting bat activity. There are plenty of old pines in this spot and possibly some
locust acacia, that might provide great roost habitat. Surveying this area across from the
Whakamaru Domain to check for bats is important because it is elevated above the
subdivision and if it did turn out to have a significant roost(s) there may be impact on the
bats as a result of construction noise and also lighting both during construction but also
afterwards because of street, housing and vehicular lights.

The bat passes were not insignificant and although they are correct in saying there is
no close activity recorded on the DOC database close to the Development site ,this
might simply be a result of no one having recorded in this area or if so ,not uploaded it
to a public accessed site. As you can see from a screen shot of the most recent DOC
records, there is plenty of activity recorded in Pureora Forest ,not so far away and there
are also deeply indented stream gullies ,like the one running from Whakamaru Reserve
parallel to Kaahu Road ,that remind me very much of the Gullies in South Hamilton that
are well populated by bats.

In conclusion ,considering the size of the Development being considered and the effort
the developers appear to have put in around exploring Social impacts etc for the
humans , a couple more days setting out some more recorders and getting them back in
would seen like a small price to pay to do justice to the local bats .1 also wonder if they
checked their bat loggers for Short tailed bats .They are in Pureora Forest too and are
known to go on long flights ....

Hope this was helpful. Kind regards Nell



Nga mihi nui,

Neil Henderson
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