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Introduction

I make this submission in three capacities:

1. As Craig Ahipene, private citizen;
2. As Chair of Pouakani Trust; and
3. As Chair of Te Ngare o Te Kohera, the mandated authority for Ngāti Te

Kohera.

Personal Connection

I was born and raised in Mangakino. Throughout my childhood, I travelled regularly
along Ōngaroto Road and swam in Lake Whakamaru on both its eastern and
western banks. On the east bank — where the proposed development is located —
there once stood a rope swing that local children, myself included, used to launch
ourselves into the lake. This area has always been part of my personal landscape of
belonging and memory.

Cultural Connection

Culturally, I affiliate with both Ōngaroto Marae and Mōkai Marae, and whakapapa
to Ngāti Whaita, Ngāti Te Kohera, Ngāti Wairangi, Ngāti Moekino, Ngāti Hā,
Ngāti Tarakaiahi, and Ngāti Parekāwa. Several of these hapū, along with others
now no longer locally extant, have maintained authority over this area since the mid-
seventeenth century, following the Ngāti Raukawa conquest of Ngāti
Kahupungapunga.

As the hapū trustee of Ngāti Te Kohera, I speak here on behalf of my hapū.

Historical Disconnection

Our disconnection from the land at the centre of this proposed development stems
from the late 1800s, when the Native Land Court convened to determine title to the
widerWhakamaru–Maungaiti Blocks.



Our rangatira and ancestor Hitiri Te Paerata, one of the principal chiefs of the region,
was prevented from attending the hearing for these blocks due to the Court’s
practice at the time of scheduling multiple hearings simultaneously in different
locations — a deliberate tactic that disadvantaged Māori claimants.

As a result, Hitiri Te Paerata was unable to present Ngāti Te Kohera’s case, and the
hapū’s rightful claim to the Whakamaru–Maungaiti lands was never formally
recognised.

Cultural Grounds for Opposition

On cultural grounds, I strongly oppose the proposed development.

Approximately one kilometre upstream from the site, on the south bank, once
stoodWaimahana village, with its cultivations, homes, thermal pools, and burial
grounds. On the opposite bank, near where the Whakamaru Hydro Village now
stands, was another village known as Papa Ōpihi, which also had houses,
cultivations, and burial grounds.

When Lake Whakamaru was created in 1956, the authorities of the time gave our
people inadequate notice. As a result, we lost these village sites and, more
grievously, our ancestral burial grounds were inundated before we could remove
our dead.

Primary Concern

Any discharge of sewage into Lake Whakamaru would constitute a serious
desecration of these burial grounds. Such an act would inflict deep cultural harm
upon the mana of our tūpuna who remain there, and upon the mana of the hapū
who continue to hold traditional authority and rights over this land.

Current Litigation Context

It is important to note that Pouakani Trust is currently engaged in litigation with
Mercury Energy and the Crown concerning ownership of sections of theWaikato
Riverbed, including the area adjacent to the proposed development site.

In 2023, Pouakani Trust won a High Court case which resulted in section 27B
memorials being placed on the titles of the affected lands. This decision affirmed
our right to seek redress through the Waitangi Tribunal— a process whose
outcomes are binding upon the Crown— in addition to our rights through the
courts.



Future Monitoring and Accountability

Should the South Waikato District Council nonetheless approve the plan change and
allow the development to proceed, I caution that Ngāti Te Kohera will
undertake regular water-quality monitoring, including testing for E. coli levels.

If levels rise, we will initiate litigation against the Council, as a delegated
authority of the Crown, for failure to uphold its obligations under the principles of
Te Tiriti o Waitangi— specifically, its duty to protect taonga Māori and to prevent
actions that desecrate the resting places of our ancestors.

Conclusion

On behalf of myself, Pouakani Trust, and Ngāti Te Kohera, I oppose the proposed
development at 1861 Ōngaroto Road, Whakamaru, on the grounds of cultural
heritage, ancestral connection, and Treaty obligation.

To proceed with this development would not only risk environmental harm but would
perpetuate a historical pattern of cultural erasure and spiritual offence to our people
and our dead.

Nāku noa, nā
Craig Ahipene
Chair, Pouakani Trust
Chair, Te Ngare o Te Kohera
Private Citizen
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