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INTRODUCTION

1.
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My full name is Steve Gow. | am an Economic Development Manager with
the South Waikato District Council (“Council”). | have held this position
since 12 May 2025. Prior to my current role, | was employed by Council

as a Project Manager for the previous 2 years.

My qualifications and experience include:

(a) A degree in Economics and Marketing from Massey University

(1981);

(b) Employed as a Strategic Advisor by Auckland Events, Tourism and
Economic Development (ATEED) — a CCO of Auckland Council -
from 2015-2017;

(c) Employed by Deloitte NZ as a Director responsible for their
Economic Development Advisory practise in the Central North

Island — from 2018-2021; and

(d) Employed as Head of Investment Attraction & Facilitation by Te
Waka — the Economic Development Agency for the Waikato

region —from 2021-2023.

In my current role | am responsible for fostering a competitive, resilient
and inclusive regional economy that offers prosperity and improved living

standards for all residents.

My previous roles involved managing client interaction and relationships
that incorporated local and central government, regional organisations
and businesses, along with the Maori economy and related Iwi entities. It

also involved providing a range of advisory services that includes:

(a) Feasibility Studies and Options Analysis

(b) Business and Investment Cases
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(c) Strategy and Commercialisation planning

(d) Business Development and Continuity

(e) Project Management and Delivery
CODE OF CONDUCT
5. Although this is not an Environment Court hearing, | have read the

Environment Court Code of Conduct for expert witnesses contained in
the Environment Court Practice Note 2023 and agree to comply with it. |
confirm that the opinions expressed in this statement are within my area
of expertise except where | state that | have relied on the evidence of
other persons. | have not omitted to consider materials or facts known to

me that might alter or detract from the opinions | have expressed.

INVOLVEMENT

6. | am the author of the Memo (Zoning of land at 1861 Ongaroto Road,
Whakamaru) dated 26 September 2025 attached as Appendix A to the
section 42A Report dated 3 October 2025 (“Technical Report”).

7. | have not visited the site but am generally familiar with the Whakamaru

area as a result of my employment

EVIDENCE
8. The purpose of this brief statement of evidence is to:
(a) Set out my qualifications and experience and confirm | agree to

comply with the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses in
response to Direction # 2 issued by the Hearing Panel on 17

October 2025. This is set out in paragraphs 1 to 5 above.

(b) Confirm | have read the economic evidence of Mr Adam

Thompson dated 10 October 2025 prepared for Applicant. | agree
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with Mr Thompson’s evidence and do not have any other issues

to raise.

9. | understand from paragraph 4 of Direction # 2 that | am excused from
attending the hearing, subject to any clarification/provision of the
information noted in Part C of the Direction. As mentioned, that

information has now been provided in paragraphs 1 to 5 above.

10. I confirm my Technical Report was provided on the basis that it was

expert evidence, within my specialist knowledge.

Dated 24 October 2025

St |

Steve Gow
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