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IN THE MATTER OF | I TE TAKE O  the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) 

AND | ME 

IN THE MATTER OF | I TE TAKE O  Private Plan Change – J & T Quigley Ltd, 1861 

Ongaroto Road, Whakamaru (RM220139) 

 

HEARING DIRECTION #1 FROM THE HEARING PANEL | WHAKAHAU NOHOANGA #1 NĀ TE 

PAEWHIRI WHAKAWĀ 

 

1. Pursuant to section 34A of the RMA, South Waikato District Council (Council) has appointed 

a Hearing Panel consisting of independent hearing commissioners, Vicki Morrison-Shaw 

(Chairperson) and Brad Coombs. The Hearing Panel’s function is to hear the application and 

submissions and make recommendations on the Private Plan Change proposal, including 

any changes to it that are within scope of the notified Private Plan Change. It is also to deal 

with any procedural matters. 

 

2. This Private Plan Change seeks to alter the zoning of 31.68 hectares of land at 1861 

Ongaroto Road (SH 30) Whakamaru from General Rural zone to Rural Lifestyle zone. Seven 

amendments are requested, bespoke to this land, to the District Plan’s subdivision rules, the 

Rural Lifestyle zone rules and the plan’s assessment criteria for Discretionary activities.  

 
3. The purpose of Direction #1 is to set a timetable for the receipt and exchange of reports, 

evidence, statements and legal submissions, and to confirm the date of the hearing. 

 

Directions 

 

4. The Hearing Panel directs the following: 

 

(a) Friday 3 October 2025: The s.42A hearing report is to be with the Council’s Hearings 

Secretary, by 9am and shall be made available to all parties no later than 5pm the 

same day. 

 

(b) Friday 10 October 2025: The Applicant’s expert evidence is to be provided to the 

Council’s Hearings Secretary no later than midday, and shall be made available to the 

parties and on the Council’s website no later than 5.00 pm the same day. Should 

changes to the Private Plan Change be proposed by the applicant, the evidence 

provided must include a s.32AA report and reasons why any proposed changes are in 

scope. 

 
(c) Friday 17 October 2025: Any submitter who intends to call expert evidence at the 

hearing (evidence given by a professional with specialist qualifications and experience) 

is to provide that evidence to the Council’s Hearings Secretary no later than midday, 

and shall be made available to the parties and on the Council’s website no later than 

5.00 pm the same day. 
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(d) Friday 24 October 2025: Any rebuttal evidence of the Applicant, of submitters to other 

submitters evidence, and any s.42A Addendum Reports is to be provided to the 

Council’s Hearings Secretary no later than midday, and shall be made available to the 

parties and on the Council’s website no later than 5.00 pm the same day. 

 
(e) Monday 3 November 2025 at 9:30am: Hearing commences and has been set down 

for two days in the Council Chambers, Torphin Crescent, Tokoroa. 

 
5. The Hearing Panel also encourages parties to provide any other statements from submitters 

and legal submissions to the Council’s Hearing Secretary, in advance of the hearing, and 

preferably no later than midday Thursday 30 October 2025. Any statements/submissions 

received by this time will be made available to the parties and on the Council’s website no 

later than 5.00 pm the same day. 

 
6. The purpose of these Directions is to provide the opportunity for the Hearing Panel and the 

other parties to have read and considered any legal submissions, evidence or statements in 

advance of the hearing to assist in understanding the case being presented.  

 
Hearing 

 
7. As the Hearing Panel will have read all the pre-circulated material before the hearing, there 

will be no need for it to be read out. Expert witnesses should prepare a short summary of 

their evidence, including a response to matters raised by other parties, for presentation at the 

hearing.  

 

8. The Panel’s preference is for all presentations of submissions and evidence to be in person. 

Arrangements for presentations online will be managed through the Council’s Hearing 

Secretary.  

 
9. Further advice on the hearing time and schedule will be provided by the Council’s Hearing 

Secretary.  

 

10. Any enquiries regarding these Directions or related matters should be directed to the 

Council’s Hearings Secretary, Steve Rice, whose contact details are as follows: 

 
Steve Rice 

Rice Resources Limited 

PO Box 431 

Hamilton 3240 

07 846 5267 

021 191 2346 

steve@riceres.co.nz 
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Vicki Morrison-Shaw, Chairperson   

11 September 2025 | Te 11 o Hepetema 2025 


