
 

1  
  

IN THE MATTER OF | I TE TAKE O  the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) 

AND | ME 

IN THE MATTER OF | I TE TAKE O  Private Plan Change – J & T Quigley Ltd, 1861 

Ongaroto Road, Whakamaru (RM220139) 

 

HEARING DIRECTION #6 FROM THE HEARING PANEL | WHAKAHAU NOHOANGA #6 NĀ TE 

PAEWHIRI WHAKAWĀ 

1. This Direction #6 provides a limited extension (of three working days) to the date for 

submitters to provide written comments on the new national direction instruments. 

Background and request 

2. On 19 December 2025, we issued Minute #5 providing the Applicant, SWDC and submitters 

with an opportunity to provide comment on the impacts of the new and amended national 

instruments for the Whakamaru PC proposal by 12pm on 16 January 2026. 

3. On 21 December 2025, we received a request from Ms Sarah Bolt for a short extension to the 

due date for submitters’ comments on the basis that: 

(a) the holiday period poses difficulties for submitters in preparing and submitting comments 

by 16 January 2025 (due to pre-arranged holidays, limited access to professional advice 

and the internet); 

(b) a short extension would assist submitters to provide more meaningful comments without 

significantly delaying the process and be in the interests of natural justice.  

Discussion and directions 

4. We acknowledge the concerns raised. However it appears to us from the request that there 

may be some confusion over the extent of the opportunity to comment. We extended a limited 

invitation to the Applicant, SWDC and submitters to comment on the new national direction 

instruments. As we noted in our Minute #5, while the Applicant and SWDC had provided 

detailed expert evidence and legal submissions on the national instruments, submitters 

generally had not commented on such instruments in their submissions. This is important as it 

is the original submissions which set the scope of matters that can later be raised by a 

submitter. However, taking a conservative approach, and in the event that submissions could 

be said to directly or indirectly raise such matters, we extended a limited invitation to such 

submitters to also provide comment on the national direction instrument changes. The 

invitation was strictly limited to that context.  

5. Taking the above context into account, and that no objection has been raised by the Applicant 

and SWDC to the 16 January 2025 deadline, we do not consider that deadline to be 

unreasonable in the circumstances.  
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6. However, and notwithstanding our view on the reasonableness of the deadline, we have 

decided to provide a further 3 working days (5 calendar days) for submitters who consider the 

national direction changes impact the matters raised in their submissions. The response date 

for the Applicant and SWDC remain unchanged.  

7. Accordingly we direct as follows: 

(a) 12pm 16 January 2026: comments due from the Applicant and SWDC; and 

(b) 12pm 21 January 2026: comments due from submitters.  

8. Given the tight timeframes the Panel is working to, any comments received out of time may 

not be accepted. 

9. Any enquiries regarding these Directions or related matters should be directed to the Council’s 

Hearings Secretary, Steve Rice, whose contact details are as follows: 

 
Steve Rice - Rice Resources Limited 

PO Box 431 

Hamilton 3240 

07 846 5267 | 021 191 2346 

steve@riceres.co.nz 

 

 
 

Vicki Morrison-Shaw 

Chairperson | Tiamana  

21 December 2025 | Te 22 o Tīhema 2025 


