
 

 

 

Proposed Plan Change 5  

Hearing statement in support of Forest & Bird’s further submission: 

 

As a voice for nature, Forest & Bird generally opposes the South Waikato District Council 
Proposed Plan Change 5 where the land purpose change would accommodate rural 
residential development to proceed, given consent under the Resource Management Act.  

With commercial developments like solar farms, residential and industrial developments 
expanding along the Waikato River, pekapeka / bats are becoming squeezed for suitable 
and undisturbed habitat and foraging corridors. As a reflection of this trend, it has been 
observed that pekapeka “are still declining in the few places where intensive monitoring 
has occurred” (Pryde et al. 2005, DOC Best practice manual of conservation techniques 
for pekapeka/bats in Aotearoa New Zealand 2025). Additionally, outdated data used in the 
plan change application requires serious consideration and review of details using current 
data from the NIWA / Earth Science NZ GIS map highlighting “Nation-wide study reveals 
escalating flood risk”. To approve the Plan Change without doing further due diligence 
around future flood risk would mean actively putting people, the Waikato River and 
potentially wildlife (as they seek safe spaces during floods) at risk. 

 

Forest & Bird’s main concerns and recommendations: 

• We recommend no felling of any existing mature exotic or native trees – all existing 
mature trees are recommended to be retained and enhanced.  

• Sedimentation from development of site into the lake affecting water quality and 
potentially prosing a health risk to humans and wildlife. Forest & Bird notes the 
recommendations for consent to include on-land wastewater disposal to ensure 
avoidance of impact on the Waikato River. Sedimentation from development of the 
site is still a concern. 

• Residential light impacts on avian fauna (pekapeka / bats and ruru / owls), noting 
the recommendations for downward-facing and low-lux lighting. Lighting from any 
development can impact natural pekapeka behaviours, in particular when foraging. 



• Bats are insectivorous so their food sources within the development area would be 
compromised and potentially create a gap in their foraging behaviours. 

• There is a lack of long-term intensive bat monitoring in the area which highlights that 
with the presence of bats, there should be meaningful data collected long term to 
understand the potential impacts of development in the area. Absence of evidence 
is not evidence of absence. If the plan change is approved, we recommend 
investment and collaboration with DOC in a long-term bat monitoring programme. 

• Make room for rivers – the agreed 30m buffer between wastewater disposal site 
from the Waikato River is not sufficient given the potential for flooding in the area 
based on the CURRENT NIWA Flood Risk GIS map. The WRC flood risk map used in 
the Plan Change application is based on 2002 data and extremely outdated.  

• While Forest & Bird strongly supports the recommended domestic cat ban 
condition, this must be actively regulated and enforced by council.  

 

In the case that the Plan Change is approved, Forest & Bird recommends that stringent 
consent conditions such as those recommended by Mr Kessler in the SWDC submission 
are strictly imposed, regulated and enforced by the council. This may incur costs but 
offsetting these costs could be included in the consent conditions.  

Forest & Bird also recommends including Nature-based Solutions principles in the 
planning, development and long-term monitoring of the site to ensure climate resilience, 
habitat restoration and community well-being. Nature-based solutions are defined by the 
IUCN as actions to protect, sustainably manage, and restore natural or modified 
ecosystems to address societal challenges, while benefiting human wellbeing and 
biodiversity. Forest & Bird would be happy to actively support the applicant in this 
approach if the Plan Change is approved. 

 

Thank you for considering our statement outlining our main concerns and 
recommendations.  
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Forest & Bird Waikato Regional Conservation Manager 
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