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Commissioner Morrison-Shaw
South Waikato District Council
c/- Steve Rice

Hearing Administrator

Dear Commissioner
J and T Quigley: Response to Direction 5

1. This letter responds to Direction #5 regarding the new and amended national
direction instruments that take effect on 15 January 2026.
2. The 7 amended national direction instruments are:
a. National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land Amendment 2025.

i.  The changes apply to aggregate and mineral extraction and are not

relevant to the rezoning.
b. New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement Amendment 2025.

i. Not relevant to land adjacent to Lake Whakamatru.

c. National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity Amendment 2025.

i.  Changes relate to quarrying and mineral extraction and are not
relevant to the rezoning.

d. National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management Amendment 2025.

i. Changes relate to quarrying and mineral extraction and are not
relevant to the rezoning.

e. Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater)
Amendment Regulations 2025.

i.  Wording changes that are not relevant to the rezoning.

f. National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation Amendment
2025.

i. Relates to renewable energy generation assets and activities. No
energy generation activities or assets are proposed for the land to
subject to the Plan Change application.

g. National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Amendment 2025.

i.  Changes are not relevant to the rezoning application.

3. The 3 new national direction instruments are:
a. National Policy Statement for Infrastructure 2025.

i. This new NPS recognises nationally significant infrastructure
excluding electricity generation and is not relevant to the Plan
Change application.

b. National Policy Statement for Natural Hazards 2025.

i.  This new NPS applies to a range of natural hazards including
flooding, liquefaction and active faults.

ii. The NPS-NH requires appropriate risk assessment and
management to inform the planning system and applies to all
activities managed under the RMA except for infrastructure and
primary production.
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Vi.

Vii.

The NPS-NH applies to the Quigley Plan Change application.

The relevant sections of the NPS-NH require natural hazards to be
assessed using a risk matrix as set out in Figure 1 of Appendix 1 of
the NPS-NH.

The evidence of Tony Richardson summarises the natural hazard
and risk assessment conclusions from the Titus Site Suitability and
Natural Hazard report and the Titus Engineering Assessment and
Infrastructure Design report.

The Titus Site Suitability and Natural Hazard report includes a
natural hazard assessment that uses a risk matrix methodology as
required in the NPS-NH.

The NPS-NH does not require any additional information or
assessment given the natural hazard risk assessment carried out
in the reports that support the Plan Change application.

c. Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Detached
Minor Residential Units) Regulations 2025.

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

This NES provides for a minor residential unit of up to 70m2 to be
a permitted activity on residential, rural and mixed use sites.

The NES allows councils to have more lenient rules and requires
‘granny flats’ to comply with certain rules including those that relate
to stormwater and wastewater treatment.

Councils may not consider the effects generally described as
relating to amenity, such as outdoor space, privacy and glazing.
The NES will apply to the land proposed for rezoning. As Rural
Lifestyle Zone, the site will remain a rural zone as defined in
standard 8 of the National Planning Standards.

The Plan Change application is for rezoning to enable subdivision
to create 66 rural lifestyle lots.

The s 32AA evaluation and original s 32 evaluation do not specify
the number of residential units.

Ms Simonson confirmed in an answer to a question from the Panel
that the wastewater systems proposed for the Plan Change Area
will be sufficient for the 66 residential units and also for an additional
minor residential unit on each lot. Thus the potential for 66
additional permitted minor residential units will not adversely affect
the environment nor increase the likelihood of any adverse risk to
water quality of the Lake.

Although visual amenity is not an effect relevant to the permitted
activity status conferred by the NES, Mr Mansergh also confirmed
that an additional minor residential unit on each potential new lot
would not affect his assessment of landscape effects for the site.

4. Having considered the new national directions in light of the evidence and the Plan
Change application, we do not consider that any further assessment or evaluation
under s 32AA RMA is required. The relevant matters under the new national direction
documents have been addressed as part of the application and/or through evidence
that has been provided to the Panel already.

Yours sincerely,

DR JOAN FORRET

Barrister and Solicitor
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