


The Local Government Act 2002 requires that the Special Consultative Procedure under
section 83 be followed to develop and adopt the Fees and Charges Schedule. This
Statment of Proposal has been prepared for the purposes of sections 83(1)(a) and
87(2) (a) of the Local Government Act 2002.

Itincludes:
+ the background to the propsal
« thereasons for the proposal
« o Summary of the proposed changes.
« options for the Fees and Charges.

« submissions details
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Introduction and Background Reasons for the Proposal

User Fees and Charges are one of the ways
South Waikato District Council recovers the
actual and reasonable costs of delivering
services to our community. They cover a
wide range of Council services and
activities, from using our libraries or
registering a dog, through to applying for
building consents and inspection fees. Fees
are applied when a service benefits an
individual rather than the whole

community.

The Revenue and Financing Policy sets out
how Council intends to cover costs for
each activity, and this is reviewed every
three years alongside our Long Term Plan.
The Council’s ability to charge users is
limited by various statutes and regulations
and as a general rule cannot be set at

more than the cost of providing the service.

The full Draft Fees and Charges for July
2026 - June 2027 document is available

here:
https:/ /[www.southwaikato.govt.nz/our-cou

ncil/have-your-say/draft-fees-charges-2
026-27
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Council reviews its Fees and Charges
annually to ensure it aligns with the
Revenue and Financing Policy and that
each charge will cover the actual and

reasonable costs associated with:

+ Goods and services provided by the
local authority

« The issuing and monitoring of
permits and other approvals
associated with Council bylaws

« Processing and making decisions in
relation to resource consents and
plan changes, building consents and
licences.

+ Fulfilling other regulatory legislative
obligations where Council is
empowered to prescribe fees,
including the Resource Management
Act 199], Building Act 2004, Food Act
2014, Health Act 1956, Sale and Supply
of Alcohol Act 2012, and Dog Control
Act 1996.
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Summary of Key Changes to the Draft Fees and Charges Schedule

Major Changes and Proposed New Fees

The following proposed changes seek to ensure the costs of services and activities are

accurately reflected and recovered appropriately from users. To view the full list of

proposed Fees and Charges for the 2026-2027 year, please see the Draft Fees and

Charges Schedule here:

Www.southwaikoto.govt.nz/our—council/hove—your—say/draft—fees—chorges—2026—27

Resource Management [ Planning Fees

« The hourly charge out rate for
planners is increasing by 5% from
$200 to $210

« Most deposits | minimum fees for
planning services increase by an
average of 5%

« Cancellation of building line
restriction fee

« New fee added to the Schedule for
Fast Track Legislation requirements

« New fee for Objection to Consent
Conditions - waived if objection
successful

« Planning fees have not changed for

two years.

Environmental Health Fees

Fees have not increased for two years. An
updated analysis of costs of providing this
service has been undertaken and fees
updated.

Public Aquatic Facilities (Pools)

Fees for our public pools have not
increased for two years. New fees are
proposed to suit the refurbished South

Waikato Indoor Pool facility.
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Building Consents

A change to fees for Project Information
Memorandums (PIMs) has been made to
cater for more complex applications.
Inflation adjustments are proposed to

other building consent fees.

Dog Control and Registration Fee
Impounding fees are proposed to increase
by 4% to 28% to better help recover the
cost of impounding. Inflation adjustment is
proposed to other fees including dog

registration.

Land Information Memoranda (LIM)
reports

An updated analysis of the cost of
providing this service has been
undertaken. As a result, a 20% increase in
fee for a standard LIM report is proposed.
No increase is proposed to the fee for an

urgent LIM.
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Summary of key changes to the draft Fees and Charges schedule

Solid Waste - Transfer Station
« Removal of refuse bag disposal fee.
(standard fees based on weight to
apply for consistency)
«  Minimum fee for general waste
increasing from $10 to $12

« Minimum fee for green waste

increasing from $5 to $6

Financial Contributions
Financial Contributions are set based on a
formula in the District Plan. Asset valuation

changes result in the following:

« 2% decrease in Financial
Contribution for Roading

« 2.8% increase in Financial
Contribution for Car Parking

«  9.2% increase in Financial
Contribution for Reserves

« 21.8% increase in Financial
Contribution for Water Supply

«  21.9% increase in Financial

Contribution for Wastewater

Cemetery
Child weekday internment (burial) fee
increases from $640 to $955 due to

increase in contractor's charges
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Minor Changes

Minor changes are Fees that are proposed
to be adjusted to cover minor cost
increases and/or inflation. Council is
proposing minor changes to the following

Fees and Charges:

« Where there is no specific Fee and
Charge change noted above, the
standard basis of increase for those
Fees and Charges is based on a
consumer price index (CPI)
inflationary rate of approximately

2.3% to 2.7%, dependent on the fee or

charge type.

Plaza Theatre

Fees have been adjusted to better align
with charges at the Sports & Events Centre
facility as they are similar in nature and

operation when utilised.

Gambling - Class 4 Venues and Board
Venues

It is proposed to change the Fee for a new
application, relocation or increase for
gambling venue consent, from actual
costs (with $1500 deposit) to a flat fee of
$3000.

You can view these changes in the
Draft Fees and Charges Schedule.
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Analysis of Options

Fees and Charges Increases
The alternative option to changing or introducing new Fees and Charges as proposed,

would be to keep the Fees and Charges at the 2024/25 level, or have no new fee at all.

This would mean that Council would not be able to recover reasonable costs from the
users who benefit from these services. This would also be inconsistent with our Revenue
and Financing Policy that seeks to recover costs from users where there is a clear private

benefit. Given that, this alternative option has not been pursued.

Have Your Say
Anyone can make a submission about the proposed 2026-2027 Fees and Charges, and

we encourage those affected to let Council know what you think.

What is a submission?
Submissions are a record of your views or preferences on a particular issue. By making a
submission you can ensure that Councillors hear your voice to assist them in their decision

making.

When can | make a submission?
The submission period for the proposed Fees and Charges starts at 9am on Monday, 30

March and closes at 5pm on Wednesday, 29 April 2026.

How can | make a submission?
Submissions can be made by anyone, including organisations and individual members of
the public, during the specified submission period. Forms are available at Council offices,

libraries, and online on the South Waikato District Council website.

« Use the submission form, or online form to write your submission.

« Please attach additional pages if necessary.

« If you wish to present your feedback in person, you can request to speak at a
hearing. Make sure you clearly state this in your submission.

« South Waikato District Council will contact all submitters to arrange a time to speak.

« Written and online submissions must be received by South Waikato District Council

on or before 5pm Wednesday 29 April.
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Privacy Act Information

The Local Government Act 2022 requires submissions to be made available to the pubilic.

Your contact details are collected:
« so that Council can write and inform you of the decision(s) on your submissions

- to arrange a hearing date and time for you to speak (if you choose to).

Your name will be publicly available. If you would like your name to be kept confidential,

you need to inform us when you make your submission.

You have the right to correct any errors in personal details contained in your submission. If
you do not supply your name and address, Council will not be able to inform you of the

outcome.

What Happens Next?
« Council will acknowledge by email that each submission that has been received.
« Following the closing of submission on 29 April 2026, all submissions will be
reviewed. Verbal submissions will be heard, and all submissions will be formally

considered at a Council meeting on 14 May 2026.

« The meeting will be open to both submitters and the public to attend.

Important Dates to Remember
« Submissions open — 9am on 30 March, 2026
« Submissions close — 5pm on 29 April, 2026
« Hearing of and deliberations on submissions 14 May, 2026

« Adoption of Fees and Charges Schedule — May 28, 2026
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Submissions Can Be:
Online:

Www.southwaikoto.govt.nz/our—council/hove—your—say/draft—fees—chorges—2026—27

Emailed to:

engagement@southwaikato.govt.nz

Posted to:
Private Bag 7, Tokoroa 3444

In person:

Drop your submission off at any Council office or library

Submission Form
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019cd02324de7ff9a15e3159f5652993

Thanks for helping us shape the future of South Waikato District
Don't forget submissions must be received by 5pm, 29 April 2025.
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