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13 February 2026 
 
Gary Knighton  
Planning and Performance Manager 
South Waikato District Council  
By email: Gary.Knighton@southwaikato.govt.nz  
   
cc:  Mayor Gary Petley  

By email: Gary.Petley@southwaikato.govt.nz  
 
 
 
Dear Gary, 
 
Thank you for applying for an exemption to the plan stop policy under section 80V of the 
Resource Management Act 1991 (the Act). I have considered your exemption request 
according to the criteria set out under section 80W of the Act and have taken the decision to 
approve, in full, your request.  
 
South Waikato District Council applied for an exemption for District Plan Change 4 (Urban 
Growth) under sections 80W(2)(b) and 80W(2)(h) of the Act.  
 
I am satisfied that District Plan Change 4 meets the criteria under sections 80W(2)(b) and 
80W(2)(h) of the Act and should proceed in full. I have taken this decision because District 
Plan Change 4 is a comprehensive but focused urban growth package that enables 
additional residential and industrial capacity across Tirau, Putaruru, and Tokoroa, introduces 
a future urban framework to protect longer term growth corridors, and links development 
sequencing to infrastructure capacity through growth cell based requirements.  
 
It also includes a small set of targeted corrective amendments intended to address specific 
plan inefficiencies and gaps that produce unintended or inefficient outcomes. I also note that 
the natural hazards provisions identified by Council will proceed under the automatic 
exemption in section 80U(2)(f) of the Act.  
 
Should you have any further questions about the process from here, you are welcome to 
contact my officials at plan.exemptions@mfe.govt.nz. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Hon Chris Bishop 
Minister Responsible for RMA Reform 
  


