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Council Hearing
PUBLIC BUSINESS AGENDA

A Council Hearing
will be held in the Council Chamber,
Torphin Crescent, Tokoroa
on Monday, 20 June 2022
Commencing at 11.00am

OUR VISION
“Healthy people thriving in a safe, vibrant and sustainable community.”
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Attendees
Members

Mayor (Chairperson)

J Shattock

Deputy Mayor (Deputy Chairperson)

B Machen

Councillors

H Daine
M Glucina
A Jansen
T Lee
H Nelis
A Ngāpō
G Petley
P Schulte
S Wallace

Staff

Chief Executive

S Law

Group Manager Assets

T Anderson

Group Manager Regulatory

S Robinson

Interim Group Manager Community and Corporate

D Lascelles

Head of Communications

K Fabrie

Team Leader Executive Support (Minutes)

B Morunga

Agenda Confirmed by:

S Law

Chief Executive

Prayer
The Mayor will lead the Council in Prayer.

RECOMMENDATIONS contained in reports are NOT to be construed as COUNCIL DECISIONS.
Refer to Council minutes for RESOLUTIONS.
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4.

Reports

4.1

Rates Remission and Postponement on Māori Freehold Land Policy consultation
Submissions

Document Information
Report To:

Council

Meeting Date:

Monday, 20 June 2022

Author:

Martin Warren

Author Title:

Revenue Manager

Report Date:

Monday, 13 June 2022

Purpose of Report
This report requires a decision from Council.
To advise on submissions received.
To present the proposed Rates Remission and Postponement on Māori Freehold Land Policy for adoption.

Recommendation
1.

That Report No 2022-588261, Rates Remission and Postponement of Māori Freehold Land Policy
Consultation Submissions, be received.

2.

That one submission on the Rates Remission and Postponement on Māori Freehold Land Policy
Consultation, be received

3.

That the Rates Remission and Postponement on Māori Freehold Land Policy, be adopted

Background
Legislation requires that Council has a policy for Rates Remission and Postponement on Māori Freehold
Land. The policy is required to be reviewed every six years. Public consultation is required every 6 years and
when any changes are made. The policy was reviewed and consulted on in 2021 with the Long Term Plan.
After last year’s consultation took place, Parliament passed the Local Government (Rating of Whenua Māori)
Amendment Act 2021. The Act Introduced a statutory rates remission process for Māori freehold land under
development. The 2021 Amendment Act required the policy to be reviewed again and consulted on prior to
30 June 2022.
Public consultation took place from 13 April to 15 May 2022

Submissions
One submission was received. The submission is attached.
The submitter indicated a desire to speak at the hearing however has since advised that they will not be
attending due to family commitments. When advising of non-attendance, the submitter stated “I sincerely
hope a positive outcome for the betterment of our future generations is achieved in good measure.”
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Discussion
There are two parts to the policy.
Part one is a continuation of the existing policy to remit rates on inaccessible, unoccupied and unproductive
land. There is only part of one property that is known to qualify for this remission being part of a property
related to the Ngatira Marae. The part is 61 hectares of a total of 177 hectares. The 61 hectares is bush
covered in the Mamaku ranges, has no legal access and is 2.8 kilometres distant from the main part of the
property. The remission has negligible rates impact as the landlocked part has minimal value due to its terrain
and access issues.
Part two is the new remission for Māori Freehold Land under development as required by new legislation.
No enquiries have been received to date about this remission.
Staff recommend that the Rates Remission and Postponement on Māori Freehold Land Policy be adopted
as consulted on.

Attachments
Submission: Pareotanga Te Kaha
Rates Remission and Postponement on Māori Freehold Land Policy
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Rates Remission and
Postponement on Māori
Freehold Land
POLICY

Council Hearing Public Agenda – 20 June 2022

8

Rates Remission and Postponement on Māori
Freehold Land Policy
DocSet ID number:

581169

ECM Version:

2

Approval Date/Resolution
Number:
Responsibility:

Chief Financial Officer

Next review date:

2028

Historic revision dates:

1 July 2003 (RES 265/03) – first adopted, 24 June 2004
(234/04) 28 May 2009 (134/09), 28 June 2012 (236/12), 18
June 2015 (15/165), 28 June 2018 (18/197), 27 May 2021
(C21/155)

Review frequency:

Required once every 6 years as part of the Long Term Plan
process

Approval authority:

Council

Consultation required:

Yes, Special Consultative Procedure

Associated Documents:

Long Term Plan and financial policies

Remissions for Inaccessible, Unoccupied and Unproductive Land
Objective
To assist Māori freehold land ratepayers experiencing extreme financial circumstances that affect their ability
to pay rates.

Principles
To recognise the special characteristics of Māori freehold land in relation to the objectives of Schedule 11 of
the Local Government Act 2002.

Background
The Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 provides the ability to set rates on property. The Local Government
Act 2002 requires Council to have a policy for Remission and Postponement of Rates on Māori freehold land.
Entire Māori freehold land rating units that are unused are non-rateable under a 2021 amendment to the
Local Government (Rating) Act 2002. This remission policy is intended to cater to situations where a
significant part of a Māori freehold land rating unit may be unused, and a remission of rates based on the
unused portion of the rating unit is considered fair.
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Policy Statement
A remission or postponement of all or part of rates excluding those targeted rates for water supply, sewage
disposal and refuse collection may be granted on a Māori freehold land area that is:
•

inaccessible, or

•

unoccupied, and

•

unproductive, and

•

which complies with the objectives of Schedule 11 of the Local Government Act 2002.

The following conditions or criteria also apply:
•

All applications for rates relief must be supported by details of the land, evidence of ownership and
the reason for the remission.

•

Applications for remission under this policy must be made in writing and if granted will apply for a
maximum of three years. Applications cannot be backdated beyond the current rating year.

•

Council reserves the right to review the decision to remit or postpone rates when circumstances that
led to granting the remission or postponement have changed.

Appeals against the decision of the Chief Executive are to be considered for final determination at a formal
meeting of Council.
Rates referred to above exclude penalties. However, Council’s Policy on Remission of Penalties may be
applied.

Remission for Māori Freehold Land Under Development
Objective
To facilitate the occupation, development, and utilisation of Māori freehold land.

Principles
To encourage the development of currently unused, or underutilised Māori freehold land to benefit the owners
and the community as a whole through increased employment opportunities, additional housing, support for
marae and an increase in council’s rating base in the long term.

Background
The Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 provides the ability to set rates on property. A 2021 amendment to
the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 requires all councils to have a remission policy for Māori freehold
land under development. This remission policy complies with section 114A of the Local Government (Rating)
Act 2002.

Policy Statement
A remission of all or part of rates excluding those targeted rates for water supply, sewage disposal and refuse
collection may be granted on Māori freehold land that is under development such that the development will:
•

Create new employment opportunities, or

•

Create new homes, or

•

Increase council’s rating base in the long term, or

•

Provide support for marae in the district, or
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•

Facilitate the occupation, development, and utilisation of the land, and

•

which complies with section 114A of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002.

The following conditions or criteria also apply:
•

All applications for rates relief must be supported by details of the land, evidence of ownership and
the reason for the remission including details of the development.

•

Applications for remission under this policy must be made in writing and if granted will apply for a
maximum of one (rating) year. Applications cannot be backdated beyond the current rating year.

•

Applications can be made in consecutive rating years for the same development and will be assessed
based on the amount of any previous remission provided, progress of the development against
previous expectations and development plans for the forthcoming year.

•

Land being planted for permanent carbon farming or properties being renovated or enhanced for the
owner’s enjoyment does not constitute a development and rates remission would not apply.

A rates remission may be calculated based on the rates that would be applicable
(a)

for that portion of land in a rating unit that is under development.

(b)

for the duration of a development; and

(c)

differently during different stages of a development; and

(d)

subject to any conditions specified by the local authority, including conditions relating to—
(i)

the commencement of the development; or

(ii)

the completion of the development or any stage of the development.

In determining what proportion of the rates to remit during the development or any stage of the development,
council will take into account—
(a)

if the land is being developed for a commercial purpose, when the ratepayer or ratepayers are
likely to generate income from the development; and

(b)

if the development involves the building of 1 or more dwellings, when the ratepayer or any other
persons are likely to be able to reside in the dwellings.

Council reserves the right to review the decision to remit rates when circumstances that led to granting the
remission or postponement have changed.
Appeals against the decision of the Chief Executive are to be considered for final determination at a formal
meeting of Council.

Definitions
Māori freehold land: land whose beneficial ownership has been determined by the Māori Land Court by
freehold order.
Māori freehold land in multiple ownership: Māori freehold land owned by more than two persons (Section
5 of Local Government (Rating) Act 2002).
Postponement: The delay of payment of rates.
Remission: Reduction of the amount of rates to be paid.
Remitted rates: Rates for which the requirement to pay is remitted.
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Rates: Amounts set and assessed in accordance with the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 and classified
as General Rates including a Uniform Annual General Charge or Targeted Rates. Rates include penalties
payable on unpaid rates.

Relevant Delegations
Council has delegated authority to approve postponement of rates and/or remission of rates on Māori
freehold land to the Chief Executive as set out in the Delegations Manual. Appeals against the decision of
the Chief Executive are to be considered for final determination at a formal meeting of Council.

References and Relevant Legislation
Local Government Act 2002 – Schedule 11
Local Government Act 2002
Local Government (Rating of Whenua Māori) Amendment Act 2021
Local Government (Rating) Act 2002

Annotations
Res No

Date

Subject/Description

265/03

10/07/03

Original policy adopted by Council as part of Annual Plan process

234/04

24/06/04

Amended/confirmed as part of LTCCP process

134/09

28/05/09

Amended/confirmed as part of LTCCP process

236/12

28/06/12

Amended/confirmed as part of Long Term Plan 2012-22 process

15/165

18/06/15

Amended/confirmed as part of Long Term Plan 2015-25 process

18/197

28/06/18

Amended/confirmed as part of Long Term Plan 2018-28 process

21/155

27/05/21

Amended/confirmed as part of Long Term Plan 2021-31 process
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5.

Members Information Requests
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Council Outcomes
Growth - Activities and strategies that facilitate sustainable economic growth and lift
community pride.

Resilience - A resilient district with good infrastructure, services, a sound financial
position, rates affordability and a healthy environment that has the ability to anticipate,
resist, respond to and recover from significant change or events.

Relationships - Strong relationships with Iwi and Māori, Pacific Peoples and community
and business groups that can achieve growth and a resilient community.
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