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Message from the Mayor 
 
The South Waikato is a caring community that has 
so much going for it.  We who live here know this 
but many people outside the District continue to 
have a negative perception of what it means to 
live, work and visit here.  It is therefore important 
to look at the facts and see how far we have come 
as a community. 
 
Council makes an important contribution to 
community wellbeing by providing a range of 
public services, facilities and networks and 
working in a democratic way.  In addition, under 
the Local Government Act 2002 there are new 
roles for Council to identify South Waikato’s 
Community Outcomes and priorities and monitor 
and report progress towards achieving these. 
 
This Draft South Waikato State of the District Report 2006 – South Waikato’s 
Sustainability Indicators – presents a range of information about how we are 
doing as a District.  It supplements the State of the Environment Report 2006 by 
describing how our District is progressing across the full spectrum of social, 
economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing.  The report is structured around 
Community Outcome statements which have been identified through consultation 
over a period of several years.  While the consultation was undertaken by Council 
the Community Outcome statements are not owned by Council.  They are a 
community resource for all organisations to draw on. 
 
The purpose of monitoring and reporting progress towards South Waikato’s 
Community Outcomes is to help inform and guide the priorities of Council and 
other organisations, and ultimately promote better co-ordination of community 
resources in the District. 
 
My hope is that the information in this report will not only help us work smarter 
to address community needs, but also help portray a more realistic picture of this 
great District.  I have great pleasure in presenting to you this State of the District 
Report 2006. 

 
Neil A Sinclair  MZNM JP BDS 
MAYOR 
 


